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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deve tor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 





ee ee 





of Trade Journal’ will shortly be issued giving detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, to which 
address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austriag 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptrolier-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


COUNTRIES 


ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to mann- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shormld communicate with The 
Comptroller General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ng Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


14.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 
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and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is‘furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


{. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


TRADE WITH POLAND AND ESTHONIA. 
GENERAL LICENCE. 


In agreemevt with the other Associated Govern- 








ments, His Majesty’s Government have decided that 


commercial relations with Poland shall be free as from 
lst April, and the Board of Trade have issued a General 
Licence under the Trading with the Enemy legislation 
to give effect to this decision. Trade with Esthonia 
nay also now be resumed. Any transactions prohibited 
by Defence of the Realm Regulation 41pp and neces- 
sary for the purpose of financing the movement of 
merchandise to; or. from these countries is permitted 
by a General Licence which has been issued by the 
Treasury. 

The attention of exporters is drawn to the fact that 
goods sent to Poland and Esthonia must be intended 
for the internal needs of those countries, and that 
connivance on their part at the re-exportation of any 
such goods to any country with which the resumption 
of trade relations has not been approved will render 
them liable to prosecution. 

It will, of course, be necessary for exporters to obtain 
licences from the War Trade Department before ship- 
ping to these countries goods of kinds which are pro- 
hibited to be exported from the United Kingdom. A 
notification will be given at an early date of the method 
in which consignment should be made. 

Importers in this country must obtain licences from 
the Department of Import Restrictions before importing 
from these countries goods covered by the Prohibition 
of Import Proclamations. 

The General Licence does not remove certain existing 
restrictions in respect of the payment of pre-war debts 
which were required by the Trading with the Enemy 
Acts to be notified to the Custodian, and of the return 
of property which was so notifiable. Moreover, any 
permission which may be necessary in respect of any 
transaction under Defence of the Realm Regulation 
fl» must be obtained from the Treasury. 

The text of the General Licences issued by the Board 
of Trade and the Treasury is given in our ‘‘ Government 
Notices ’’ Section. 





GOLD COIN AND BULLION. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT ORDERS. 

The Board of Trade announce that an Order of 
Council prohibiting the exportation of gold coin and 
bullion to all destinations was issued on Tuesday, Ist 
April. Pending the issue of the Order the Board 
directed the Commissioners of Customs and Excise to 
take action to prevent such exportation as from 28th 
March in acco. lance with their powers under Section 3 
of the Customs (War Powers) Act, 1916. The Order 
also provides for the transfer of gold leaf and liquid 
gold from List A (i.e., prohibited to all destinations) 
to List C of prohibited exports (i.c., prohibited to certain 
neutral destinations in Europe). 

The Board of Trade also announce that as from the 
same date a General Licence has been issued to permit 
of the import of any quantity of gold bullion. 


WAR TRADE DEPARTMENT. 
TRANSFER TO BOARD OF TRADE. 


In accordance with an arrangement made some weeks 
ago, and approved by the War Cabinet on 28th Feb- 
ruary, Lord Emmott and Sir Nathaniel Highmore, 
K.C.B., who have since its inception in February, 1915, 
been respectively Director and Secretary of the War 











Trade Department, have resigned their posts as from 
Saturday last. The Board of Trade are taking over 


the War Trade Department, and have appeinted Sir 
Alexander King, K.C.B., as Controller. Lord Emmott 
will continue as Chairman of the Exports Consultative 
Council in connection with the Department, which will 
in future be known as the Department of Export 
testrictions. 
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COTTON. 





EGYPTIAN COTTON. 

The Board of Trade have made the following ay. 
nouncements in regard to Egyptian cotton :— 

Any registered orders for Egyptian cotton which have 
been placed with the Cotton Control Commission jy 
Alexandria prior to 3lst March, 1919, can be cancelled 
at the option of the purchasers, if and in so tar as they 
have been untulfilled for a period of five months from 
the date of application to the Commission. 

Any registered orders which may be placed with the 
Commission after 3lst March, 1919, can be cancelled 
at the option of the purchasers, if and in so far as they 
have been unfulfilled for a period of two months from 
the date of application to the Commission. 

The system of rations for individual British spinners 
has been abolished, and there is therefore no restriction 
on the quantity of Egyptian cotton which any British 
spinner or merchant may purchase. 





THE CONTROL BOARD. 

With reference to the letter of the Lord Bishop of 
Manchester in ‘‘ The Times”’ of 27th March, the 
Board of Trade points out that the Cotton Control Board 
continues to exist as a Reconstruction Committee to 
advise the Government. It necessarily ceased to act 
as a Control Board when supplies ot cotton became 
sufficient to justify the revocation of the Orders re. 
straining output, etc., which had been necessitated by 
the shortage of cotton. 





TIMBER CONTROL. 





YELLOW PINE, 

The Board of Trade announce that, in view of the 
shortage of yellow pine in this country, the Controller 
of Timber Supplies has taken steps to procure a guan- 
titv for early delivery, totalling 23,197 standards. 





TIMBER FROM SCANDINAVIA. 


‘The Board of Trade announce that the Controller ot 
Timber Supplies is prepared to dispose of his forward 
purchases of Timber from Scandinavia. Specifications 
will be available on and after 3lst March of the Scandi- 
navian goods to arrive, for which the Government will 
be prepared to receive applications to purchase. Sales 
will be made in cargo lots, and all enquiries should be 
made at once to the Government Timber Buyer, Salis- 
bury House, Finsbury Circus, London, E.C.2. It is 
intended to dispose of the Government purchases on 
an f.o.b. basis. 

Intending purchasers should deal with the matter 
promptly, having regard to the early approach of the 
shipping season. Should the demand for any particular 
stocks exceed the amount for disposal, the Controller 
of Timber Supplies will decide to whom the sales should 
be made. The Timber Supply Department would be 
willing if requested to charter tonnage for buyers 
account to the desired port of discharge. 





STANDING TIMBER. 

The Board of Trade and the Surplus Property Dis- 
posal Board of the Ministry of Munitions announce that 
areas of standing timber surplus to Government re- 
quirements and situated in various parts of Great 
Britain are available for purchase, in some cases along 
with sawmills, haulage plant and miscellaneous equip- 
ment for working the timber. 

Those interested should communicate with the De- 
puty Controller of Timber Supplies, 80, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street, London, W.1, or in Scotland with the 
Assistant Controller of Timber Supplies, 1, Queen 
Street, Edinburgh. It is requested that applicants 
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MERCANTILE MARINE WAR MEDAL. 

The Board of Trade wish it to be known that the 
grect riband for the Mercantile Marine War Medal 
sannot be obtained by traders until sufficient quantities 
have been manufactured to enable the Board of Trade 
«0 supply those who will be entitled to wear it. 

The design—which consists of red, white and green 
vertical stripes—has been registered under the Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907, and it is an offence for any 
person to make, sell or wear this riband, or any imita- 
ion thereof, without authority from the Board of 
Trade. | 

An official announcement will be made as soon as it 
's possible to commence supply. 





MATCHES ORDERS REVOKED. 

The Board of Trade announce that the Matches 
Order, 1917, and the Matches Order (No. 2), 191%, and 
the Official Schedule of Manufacturers’ and Wholesale 
Dealers’ Prices issued under those Orders will cease 
to have efiect after the 3lst March, 1919. 

These Orders gave power to the Tobacco and Matches 
Control Board to fix maximum wholesale and retail 
prices for matches, and prohibited the sale of any de- 
scription of matehes other than those sanctioned by 
‘hat Board. The existing restrictions on the importa- 
tion of matches are maintained. 





HORSE TRANSPORT. 

The Office of the Controller of Horse Transport at 
|, York Place, Baker Street, London, W.1, was closed 
from the 31st March. Any subsequent communications 
should be addressed to the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W.1, except communications in regard to 
the Hay and Straw Order, No, 4, 1918, which should 
be addressed to the Road Transport Board, 9, Berkeley 
Street, London, S.W.1. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





SENIOR TRADE COMMISSIONER IN 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

On 7th February, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa opened offices in Winchester House, 
Loveday Street, Johannesburg. Since his arrival there 
have been many enquiries showing how great is the 
desire to renew business connections which have been 
temporarily discontinued during the war, and to know 
when active business relations can be opened. 

A library has been established in connection with 
the office, and such catalogues, trade journals and 
directories as publishers care to send will be placed on 
the shelves. 

Letters should be addressed to H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa at the above address or 
to P.O. Box 839, Johannesburg. 


H.M, 





ON BELGIAN ROADS AND 

WATERWAYS. 

The Belgian Ministry of Public Works recently issued 
’ Report on the present state of roads, bridges, ports 
and waterways, public and military buildings in Bel- 
glum. Firms interested may consult a copy (in French) 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Belgian Trade and Reconstruction Section), India 
House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


\EPORT 
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COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES IN BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro states that 
British exporters, wishing to be placed in touch with 
new connections in Rio, should mention whether their 
agency is to be exclusive for the line in question, and 
whether they would prefer to do business with a small 
firm or with a large general commission merchant. The 
former is perhaps more likely to give closer personal 
attention to an ageney, while the latter has the advan- 
tage of wider connections and influence, but, as a rule, 
already has established relations in England for most 
lines. 

A note on this subject appeared on pp. 126-127 of 
the *‘ Journal *’ of the 30th January. 





INVESTMENTS IN PARA AND 
MANAOS. 

Intending investors are warned against placing their 
‘capital in any enterprise in the State of Para or in 
Manaos, Brazil, unless they can afford to sink it 
finally, and unless they can draw sufficient profit from 
the investment in a very few years to recoup their loss. 


NEW CAPITAL 





MARKING OF GOODS FOR 
AMERICA, 
H.M. Consul, Colima, Mexico, states that cases of 
goods exported to Mexico, Central America and in 
general to Latin America should be marked in Spanish 


CENTRAL 


and not in English, and strapped with iron bands. He 
points out that the Mexican and Central American 


ports employ natives, very few of whom can either 
speak or read English, and that such terms as “‘Fragile,’’ 
‘* This side up,’’ *‘ No hooks,’’ ete., convey no meaning 
to them. 





KXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS 
IN MEXICO CITY. 

H.M. Consul-General in Mexico City states that an 
exhivition of agricultural implements is expected to be 
held in the city next June. It is hoped that specimens 
of such implements as harrows, threshers, tractors, 
ploughs, sowers, ete., will be included. 

He considers that this will afford an opportunity 
for United Kingdom makers to display their manu- 
factures, and suggests that manufacturers interested 
in the project and desirous of sending exhibits should 
address enquiries for further particulars direct to him 
(Acting Consul-General, H.B.M. Consulate-General, 
Mexico City). 





IMPORTANCE OF LEGIBLE MANIFESTS. 

H.M, Vice-Consul, Punta Arenas, states that invoices 
and manifests of goods exported to Chile and South 
America should be typed in capital letters on strong 
white paper, and should contain all the particulars a 
Customs official could require. He points out that 
these documents are very much thumbed over by im- 
porters and their employees and by Customs ofiicials, 
and written documents very soon become illegible. With 
a few exceptions, he is of opinion that manifests from 
tne United States of America are fuller, better typed 
and prepared than the British. 


EXPORTS TO MOROCCO. 

H.M. Viee-Consul at Tetuan wishes to draw the 
attention of exporters to Morocco to the necessity of 
avoiding transhipment at Gibraltar. He states that 
fragile goods, such as glassware, earthenware, ete., 
arrive in a broken condition due to rough handling 
during transhipment. Transhipment at Gibraltar also 
involves loss of time and often loss of goods in transit. 
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Special Articles. 





SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


THE GERMAN PROTECTORATE. 

Diamonds, copper, wide stretches of grazing country, 
scarcity of water, and a population so minute that it is 
<maller in number than the square miles of territory— 
these are the outstanding features of German South- 
West Africa. 

It is a country of vast spaces, difficult of access 
except by railways. The lines as originally laid by 
the Germans were usually of 2-foot gauge. The State 
(or Northern) Railway had been widened to the Cape 
gauge of 3 ft. 6 in. before the war, and since the con- 
quest by the Union Government the railways have, 
where possible, been connected up with the Union rail- 
way system and converted to the Cape gauge. Before 
the war the one good deep-water harbour on the south- 
west coast, Walvis Bay, was British, not German; the 
Germans had to make the best of two indifferent substi- 
tutes, Swakopmund — a _ bad open roadstead — and 
Luderitz Bay, without fresh water and with no facilities 
for direct discharge of cargoes. Now that Walvis Bay 
has become available and will be equipped with the 
landing facilities which hitherto it has lacked, the late 
German Protectorate will have a good harbour (Walvis 
Bay) in the north and what may be made into a good 
harbour (Luderitz Bay) in the south. The post-war 
railway svstems, widened to Cape gauge and connecting 
the ports with the Union lines—and also with the Otavi 
mining distriet—will offer a means of communication 
much more efficient than that upon which the Germans 
depended. 





THE COUNTRY’S RESOURCES. 


South-West Africa, even when purged of German 
domination and German methods of administration, is 
not a country which will be immediately attractive to 
white settlers. It has a bad past to live down; it Is 
hot and drv, so that stock grazing—the chief agricul- 
tural industry—is made difficult and precarious. Native 
labour is searee. for the Herreros and Hottentots have 
been redueed by German methods of extermination to 
a quarter of their numbers in 1904. 

The Ovamhos. to the north, whom the Germans had 
not brought within their native svstem, number about 
156,000. Including Bushmen, the total black popula- 
tion is substantially less than one to the square mile 
of the whole area of South-West Afriea (322.000 square 
miles). The main source of labour at present for the 
railwavs and mines is Ovamboland. but since’ the 
Ovambos are not numerous and have to look after their 
own crons. their eontracts of Jabour are drawn for half 
a year only. The difficulty of finding native labour 
must be a serious deterrent to white immigration. 


StocK GRAZING. 


The Protectorate is predominantly a grazing country 
—sheep in the north, cattle in the south. The area of 
grazing lards is so extensive that, in spite of the dry 
climate and the seanty supply of surface water, it is 
eapable of sunporting large numbers of stock. But 
the farms have to be huge in a hare land where from 
25 to 45 aeres are needed to feed one head of cattle 
and from two to five acres to feed one sheep. The 
erasses and forage bushes grow in isolated elumps with 
bare soil hotween. and a large reserve of feeding ground 
must he kent untovehed as an emergency area in 
seasons, sueh as 1911, when the rain fails altogether. 
Before the war come 1.600 white settlers occupied 
52.000 sonare miles of the best land in the country, 
and the average cize of each holding was 25,000 acres. 
The eattle then numbered 205.000. the sheen 554.000. 
the gnats =1R ANN. the horses 16.000 and the mules aud 
donkeys 12.90 The number of animale had shown a 
steady increase from vear to year. A fifth of the land 
in the Pretertorate, 64.000 square miles, was owned 
by German land companies, who had acquired it by 
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concessions from the natives or by confiscation. Litt) 
was done to attract white settlers, and the Boers wh, 
came in during the South African war were not ancoyy. 
aged to remain. 


THE WATER SUPPLY. 


The rainfall is least along the coast line and increage 
from west to east and from south to north. The on 
perennial rivers run along the northern and southern 
boundaries; no other rivers show surface water eXcept 
in the rainy season and here and there in pools. Natura] 
rock reservoirs are to be found in some districts, and 
when they are absent or inadequate the farmer geekg 
to prevent the waste of flood water by constructing 
dams. The Germans had planned several large dams 
to impound flood waters and had designed to construc; 
them of sufficient strength to withstand washaways. 
Water is to be found in many parts by boring to mode. 
rate depths, especially in and near dry river beds. The 
German Government made advances for boring to pro. 
eressive farmers. The principal towns, Windhoek 
Karbib, Swakopmund and Luderitzbucht, have beey 
supplied by borings, and the mining centres of Otay 
and Grootfontein get their water from neighbouring 
springs. Water is a commodity very precious jn 


German South-West Africa. 


DIAMONDS. 


Diamonds are, in value, far and away the most im. 
portant product of South-West Africa, though the best 
deposits in which they are found are rapidly being 
worked out. The gravel which contains them lies ina 
strip along the coast, and no stones have been discovered 
more than fifteen miles from the sea. The deposits 
were first made known in April 1908, and were 0 
actively exploited during subsequent vears that in 1918 
they yielded over 20 per cent. in value of the total 
diamond outynt of the world. The vield for that year 
was, 1.284,727 carats, valued at £2.698.500. During 
1914 the production of 1913 was left far behind. Up to 
August 1914 5,400,000 carats had been recovered. 
valued at nine and a quarter millions sterling. The 
average size of the stones increases steadily from north 
to south until it reaches a maximum in the Pomona 
area. The diamonds are quite unlike those washed 
from the blue ground of Kimberley or the Transvaal 
In hardness and brilliancy they resemble Brazilian 
stones, and though small in size show a quality uni- 
formly good. The largest stone discovered by the 
Germans was 3434 carats; the average size varies from 
a fifth to a sixth of a carat. The layers of diamond. 
bearing gravel are usually from 4 to 6 inches thick, 
but between Luderitz Bay and Elizabeth Bay they 
sometimes extend to 25 and even 30 feet. In the rich 
holdings of Ida Tal, Pomona district, the gravel has 
yielded 200 carats per cubic metre at a working cost 
of 2s. 2d. per carat. In the poorer and more distant 
workings the enst has run up to 35s. a earat. Before 
the war the diamond industry emploved some 500 
whites and 5000 eoloured labourers (Cape bovs and 
Ovambos). The richest and most accessible deposits 
have alreadv been worked ont, and although the re- 
covery of diamonds is considered likely to ‘continue 
for some time to come, the “life ’’ of the fields was 
not expected by the Germans to extend beyond 
twelve or fifteen years. No important new areas 
have been discovered since 1910, though prospecting 
has been vigorously pursued. The German Government 
of the Protectorate controlled the sale of diamonds 
through the Diamenten-Régie, formed in 1900, and in 
1914 definite anota was assigned to the individual 
mining comnanies. The purpose was to keep the 
market steady. to maintain profits. and to encourage 
development. The profits made by ecomnanies which 
secured rich holdings were almost bevond belief. The 
Koloniale Rerehan-Gesellschaft during the four years 
1910 to 1913 distributed dividends amounting in the 
aggregate to 112 times its eanital of £5.025. These 
dividends, of which the highest was 3.800 per cent. 
for 1912, were distributed after meeting the heavy 
Government taxes. 
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CopPER. 





Copper ranks next to diamonds in the minerals of | 
ye Protectorate, and, unlike diamonds, looks like 
‘stablishing itself as an increasingly productive indus- 
ry. The chief desposits are in the dolomite rocks of 
he Otavi district, which is connected with Swakop- 
nund by rail. About one-quarter of the line is of Cape 
sauge, the remainder of 2-feet gauge. Other copper | 
wreas are Khan and Ida, in the Swakopmund, and 
Sinclair, in the Luderitzbucht districts. In 1918 the 
sxports of copper and copper ore were valued at 
¢396,000. 


INTERNAL TRADE. 


the insignificance of the internal trade may be 
judged by the smallness of the population. Windhoek, 
Guderitzbucht, Swakopmund and Keetmanshoot are 
the only towns in which the Kuropean residents number 
wer 1,000, and in Windhoek alone do they exceed 
2,000. There are about a dozen villages in which the 
white inhabitants number from 300 to 1,000. The 
aative population has not reached a standard of living 
yr of wealth which can appreciably influence the volume 
f trade. 

GERMAN EXCLUSIVENESS. 


\ certain proportion of the capital invested in mining 
ind other companies was drawn from Great Britain 
und the Union of South Africa, but the Germans did 
aot encourage foreign interests or immigrants. German 
South-West Africa was well guarded even by _ its 
physical features, for not only were the land frontiers 
practically closed by natural barriers such as the native 
sate of Ovamboland in the north and a wide stretch 
of the Kalahari towards the east, but the sea- 
board facilities were limited to two small and untfavour- 
able ports, Swakopmund and Luderitzbucht. These 
natural defences were strengthened deliberately and 
skilfully. The necessary excuse for handicapping foreign 
trade was discovered in the alleged difficulty of pro- 
viding harbour facilities. It was argued that the 
interests of shippers and traders alike required the 
careful regulation of the loading and discharging of 
eargo. An elaborate contract was drawn up, by which 
om this pretext the Government granted the Woermann 
Company a practical monopoly of the landing rights 
fora number of years. British and other foreign firms 
were thus debarred from employing agents of their own 
nationality, and all trade, whether of German origin 
ornot, was compelled to pass through German channels. 
Further, although in the absence of manufacturing 
industries within the country the imports extended 
over a very wide range, including almost all the essen- 
tials of foodstuffs, clothing, house and farm equipment, 
machinery and materials for building and construction, 
the heavy taxes imposed on non-resident commercial 
travellers under the German régime made it practically 
impossible for outsiders, canvassing for foreign firms, 
bo compete with the local German merchants. 

Exports were almost entirely diamonds and copper, 
of which the ownership lay outside the Protectorate. 
The profits were thus spent outside the country and 
did not act as a stimulus to internal trade. The grow- 
ing copper industry may give rise to a population whose 
local demands will cause trade movements. Under 
the Germans both the white officials and the mine 
labourers were migratory and periodically returned to 
the countries to which they belonged. The Otavi Copper 
Mines, far inland, are the main support of 400 miles 
of railway line which can aid agricultural and com- 
mercial development on its route, but the short light 
line which serves the diamond fields runs through a 
sandy waste and is of small use except for its special 
purpose. Before the war one set of German capitalists 
was drawing a considerable income from the dividends 
i diamond and copper shares, while another set was 
annually investing money in South-West African farms. 
Such trade as developed was kept in German hands 
under a system by which facilities were given to Ger- 
mans which were denied to those of other races. 
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Practically all the trade entered and left the Pro- 
tectorate through the German seaports. Little more 
than 1 per cent. crossed the land frontiers. Now that 
railway connection by Cape-gauge lines has been esta- 
blished with the Union the trade by land may be 
expected to develop. 


THE GERMAN FAILURE. 


It may be doubted whether the Germans would ever 
have been able to make a financial success of the Pro- 
tectorate. Its administration since 1904 had cost the 
Imperial Government more than £40,000,000, and the 
economic results, direct and indirect, can scarcely have 
equalled this total. Even with the help in recent 
years of the funds derived from diamond taxation, the 
country’s revenues were insufficient to meet the whole 
eost of administration, and the life of the diamond 
fields, it must be remembered, may terminate within 
afew years. It is true that new countries, like human 
beings, pass through a period of immaturity, and have 
to be assisted until they are able to support them- 
selves; but systems of government vary as greatly as 
systems of education, and may as easily stunt or pervert 
the development of the community. The labour supply 
of the Protectorate was wrecked by the German Govern- 
ment’s ruthless treatment of the Hereros and Hot- 
tentots, and there was at least a danger of agricultural 
development being held up by the land-owning com- 
panies. The Union Government, as administrators of 
the territory, may be trusted to approach the economic 
as well as the political problems in a large-minded 
spirit, and with the practical grasp of South African 
eonditions that is the best guarantee for the country’s 
progress. | , 
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THE WOOL TRADE IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 





A REVIEW FOR 1918. 

We have received the ‘* Annual Wool Review, 1918,’’ 
which has been issued by the National Association of 
Wool Manufacturers of America. It will be understood 
that the views expressed in the following extracts from 
this Review are those of the Association. We give 
publicity to them, and to the statistical details, because 
the world’s trade in wool and woollen goods has been 
changed so much by the war that all information con- 
cerning its possible developments is of great import- 
anee. After dealing with the Government control of 
wool during the war, the Review states that the sudden 
termination of the war and the consequent disorganisa- 
tion of business has left the manufacturers with stocks 
of wool on hand unsuited to their ordinary business, 
many of their machines (altered to suit Government 
necessities) unfitted for the manufacture of their usual 
products, and their employees, accustomed to high war 
wages, in a state of unrest. In addition, the American 
public generally is looking for lower prices, which can 
only be obtained by reducing raw material prices and 
manufacturing costs, of which wages form the most 
important element. The Review continues :— 


Home SuppLies oF Woot. 


The propaganda for ‘‘More Sheep and More Wooi’’ has 
been vigorously pursued and is producing results, especially 
in the Middle and Western States. Even New England 
shows signs of interest in the proposition. There can be no 
doubt but that the country as a whole needs large addi- 
tions to its flocks of sheep, both for food and industrial pur- 
poses. It is a shame that in the recent war this country 
has been to so great an extent dependent on foreign nations 
for an adequate supply of wool. If England had been our 
foe, our condition would have been indeed pitiable. Govern- 
ment reports show an estimated increase of about 1,284,000 
in the number of sheep and about 14,000,000 pounds in- 
crease in the wool product for the year. Other official re- 
ports account for the consumption in our mills during the 
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first eleven months of the calendar year of 708,000,000 
pounds of wool in its greasy condition, indicating a con- 
sumption for the full year of not less than 750,000,000 
pounds. The ordinary yearly consumption 1s estimated at 
600,000,000 pounds, so that despite the fact that work on 
civilian contracts was largely suspended, the mills have con- 
sumed for all purposes 25 per cent., or 150,000,000 pounds. 
in excess of their usual quantity. With the lessened de- 
mand. arising from the reduction of Government require- 
ments, the stock in Government hands, the quantity held by 
dealers and manufacturers, and the clip of 1919, which wil) 
soon be coming off, enough wool of all sorts and kinds is 
in sight to supply the mills for the coming year, and nothing 
over. For further supplies our reliance is on foreign 
sources. 
NUMBER OF SHEEP. 

The estimate of the wool product was made as in recent 
vears by the United States Department of Agriculture. in 
making this estimate it has used the percentage of increase 
or decrease from the product of the previous year, reported 
hy its correspondents, The Department has furnished ex- 
tracts from these reports, though withholding the name of 
the writers. These reports supply a valuable insight into 
the methods pursued by the Department in ascertaining its 
results, which are checked up by other methods not stated. 
The final result is probably as near to the facts as can be 
obtained other than by an actual count under the super- 
vision of the Census Bureau. No attempt was made to 
ascertain the actual number of sheep sheared, but, as 
was the case a year ago, the Department estimates the num- 
ber of sheep by dividing the wool product of the State by the 
average weight per fleece. This method approximates the 
uumber of sheep of shearing age, viz., 36,269,000 as against 
35,347,000 a year earlier, but does not of course give the 
total number of sheep in the country, which appears from 
the Department’s reports of January Ist, 1918, to have been 
48,900,000. The figures show an increase of 932,000 head of 
sheep sheared, the present number being estimated as 
36,269,000. Other Department reports, giving the livestock 
of the country as at Ist January of each year, show an in- 
crease in the number of sheep and lambs of 1,284,000 from 
47,616,000 on Ist January, 1917 (revised figures), to 
48,900,000 on Ist January, 1918. Allowance has to be made 
for winter losses by disease and exposure, and the slaughter 
tor food during the interval before shearing; and also for 
sheep too young to be shorn, so that the actual difference 
between the total number and the number for shearing is 
not disproportionate. 

The tendency toward raising sheep producing mutton as 
well as wool continues, and is an important feature in our 
wool industry, for although merino sheep cannot be dis- 
pensed with as the foundation of our flocks, and its pure 
fleece is of the utmost value for many purposes, yet the con- 
stantly increasing demand for sheep meat, and for the 
medium and coarser wools for manufacture, adds greatly 
to the income of the sheep raiser, and affords encouragement 
to the belief in the eventual establishment in the United 
States of a sheep industry adequate to supply our needs 
for that kind of food, and for a wool supply sufficient for 
the clothing of our people, thus rendering us so far inde- 
pendent of foreign sources. 


THE WOOL PRODUCT OF 1918. 


It appears that the total product of sheared wool in this 
country for the year 1918 was 257,921,000 pounds, and that 
the total product of pulled wool was 42,000,000 pounds, 
making an aggregate production of raw wool of 299,921,000 
pounds. The average shrinkage of sheared wool in the year 
1918 was 60-8 per cent., making the scoured equivalent ot 
this sheared wool 101,211,290 pounds. The average shrink- 
age of pulled wool, from the brushed to the scoured state was 
30 per cent., making the scoured equivalent of the pulled 
wool 29,400,000 pounds—so that of the aggregate wool 
product, including both sheared wool and _ pulled wool. 
299,921,000 pounds, the scoured equivalent was 130,611,290 
pounds. The total value of the sheared wool, on the scoured 
basis and calculated on the value Ist October, for the year 
1918 was 149,467,762 dols., and the value of the pulled wool 
was 44,692,000 dols., making the total value of our wool 
product 194,159,762 dols. 

CompaRISON witH 1917. 

The total product of sheared wool in this country for the 

preceding year, 1917, was 245,573,000 pounds, and the total 


product of pulled wool was 40,000,000 pounds, making the 
aggregate production of raw woo! for 1917. 285,573,000 
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pounds. The average shrinkage of sheared wool in the yea, 
1917 was 59-2 per cent., making the scoured equivalent 9; 
the sheared wool, 100,270,055 pounds. The average shrink. 
age of pulled wool, from the brushed to the scoured state 
was 30 per cent., making the scoured equivalent of the pulled 
wool 28,V00,000 pounds—so that of the aggregate wool pro- 
duct in 1917, including both sheared wool and pulled woo). 
of 285,573,000 pounds, the scoured equivalent was 128,270 055 
pounds. The total value of the sheared wool for the yea, 
1917 was 148,569,672 dols., and the total value of the pulled 
wool was 42,190,000 dols., making the total value of our woo} 
product for that year 190,759,672 dols. The aggregate woo} 
product of the United States on the raw wool basig jg 
14,348,600 pounds more in 1918 than in 1917, and on the 
scoured basis 1,180,235 pounds, 

The following is a brief tabular statement of the woo} 
product figures for the three years 1916, 1917, and 1918:— 


1916. 1917. 1918. 

lb. lb. lb. 
Sheared wool .......... 244,890,000 245,573,000 257,921 009 
Pulled wool .......... _ 43,600,000 40,000,000 42,006,000 
Total raw wool ....... 288,490,000 285,573,000 299,921 099 
Scoured equivalent... 130,755,750 129,431,055 128,270,009 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Value of sheared wool = 84,747,236 150,135,672 149,467.769 
Value of pulled woo! 23,042,000 42,190,000 44,692,009 


Total value of wool 


product 107,789,236 192,325,672 194.159.7692 


VALUE OF THE CLIP. 


The gross value of the wool products, both fleece and 
pulled, for the year, based on its scoured value in Boston 
in the early days of October, is as follows :— 





Dols. 
Kleece Wool .............. ccc ccc cece eecess 149 467 .762 
UNIO WOOL on... ccccccccccccccccsccccccess 44 692 000 
oe 194,159,762 





This increase of 3,400,090 dols. over the corresponding 
value for last year is due to the increase in the quantity of 
wool produced, for the average value per pound both in the 
greasy or scoured condition figures out slightly less than in 
the previous year. 


THE ANNUAL WOOL SUPPLY. 

The quantity of wool retained for consumption in the 
United States from 1890 to date is shown in the following 
table. As the wool clip of the year reaches the market dur- 
ing the governmental fiscal year, the clip of a calendar year 
is added to the imports of the fiscal year and thus the supply 
of new wool available for the year is clearly indicated—to 
illustrate, the clip of the year beginning Ist January, 1890, 
is added to the imports of the fiscal year 1890-91, which he- 
gan six months later, on Ist July, 1890. 


WOOL PRODUCED, IMPORTED, AND RETAINED FOR 
CONSUMPTION, 
Net Imports. Fine Wool. 
Retained Retained Per 
Fiscal Clasises Class Production. for Con- for Con- cent. of 
Year. I. and If. [if. sumption. sumption. Foreign. 
Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 

1890-91 36,783,501 89,882,024 309,474,856 435,848,459 345.966.435 10.63 
1891-92 53,350,167 92,312,922 307,101,507 452,562,140 36€0.249,218 14.81 
1892-93 46,189,082 122,026,119 333.018.405 501,141,748 379,115,629 12.18 
1893-94 7,167,380 42,007,798 348,538,188 397,193,069 355.185.271 2.02 
1894-95 ... 98,888,318 105,402,507 325,210.712 524,722,428 419,319,921 23.46 
1895-96 . 126,966.355 97,918,882 294,296,726 512,235,982 414,317,100 30.64 
1896-97 . 235,282,735 112,141,457 272,474,708 614,626,186 502,485,908 46.84 
1897-98 47,480,033 82,810,487 259,153.251 389.322,582 306.512.145 15.50 
1898.99 ... 3.349.870 60,947,423 266,720.684 229,361,558 268 387,135 1.25 
1899-1900... 44,680,424 105,525,783 272.191.3380 4290,197.228 314,671,445 14.20 
1900-01 32,865,844 67,127,159 288.636 621 388,480,059 321.502,465 10.10 
1901-02 69,315,286  93.842,199 302.502 382 465,851,407 371,694,390 18.65 
1902-03 54,747,533 119,297,268 316.341.0382 489,.966.914 370.569.646 14.63 
1903-04 ... 55,999.545 114.880.2936 287,450 000 458,010,031 345,129,795 16.22 
1904-05 . 134,407.321 112.992.726 291,783 032 538.357.1380 426 066.402 31.54 
1905-06 98,336,137 97,902,153 295.488.4388 491,534,947 393.632.004 24.99 
1906-07 91,726,655 108,888,982 998.715.130 499.115.927 390 226,945 23.50 
1907-08 ... 57,846.442 62,690,077 %98,294.750 418,648,811 346,141,192 16.71 
1908-09 ... 164.867.5386 99,046,169 $11,188.321 574,028.650 476 005,877 34.60 
1909-10... 139.846.192  120.074.087 328.110.749 587,983,508 467,909,421 29.90 
1910-11 45,414,054 84,027,888 321.362.750 450,804.692 366 776,804 12.38 
1911-12 85,531,845 106.148.998 318,547,900 510,228,743 404,078,845 21.12 
1912-13... 80.883.313 109,086,781 304.043.400 494913494 384 926,713 21.00 
1913-14... 144.839.106 101,667,879 296.175.3800 542,682,285 441.014.406 32.84 
1914-15... 236.631.246 64,192,249 290,192,000 591.015.495 526,823.246 44.91 
1915-16... 423.755.453 109,268,999 288,777,000 821,801,452 712,532,453 59.49 
1916-17... 302,869,173 67,672,671 288,498,600 656.892.0904 589.219.4238 51.40 
1917-18 319,801,542 5 8,908.662  285.578.000 662,875,061 €03,881, 599 52.8 
1018-19 20,921,000 ~_— ene o 


‘ 





The proportion of foreign fine wools increased somewhat 
last year, from 51-40 per cent. in 1917 to 52-87 per cent. 
in the present year, which with the exception of the year 
1916 is the largest percentage, and also the largest amount 
recorded. The total quantity of fine wools retained for con- 
sumption, both foreign and domestic, amounted to 
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903,881,399 pounds, an increase of 14,661,976 pounds over the 
jreceding year. The net imports of Class I and II wools 
amount to 319,301,542 pounds, and exceed the imports of the 
preceding year by 16,432,369 pounds. The net imports of 
(lass III wools were 58,993,662 pounds, and are the smallest 
imports of these wools recorded in the table, which goes 
back to 1891. 
Imports oF Crass I Woots. 

The imports of Class I wools into the three ports were 
999,465,614 pounds, or 23,166,919 more than those of last 
sear, Which were 266,298,695 pounds. The following tabular 
statement covers the last five years and shows the amount 
coming into this country from each of the principal countries 
of production : — 


1938. 1917. 1916. 1915. 

Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 

4ustralasia 32,366,733 1,772,257 120,707,019 75,826,825 

Argentina . 161,089,148 185,446,149 111,253,529 67,076,516 

Uruguay ... 17,485,372 34,710,261 8,858,492 16,561,154 
British S. 

Africa .... 59,745,777 =23,552,260 ~=63,966,713 26,452,132 

\Jlother .... 22,775,584 20,817,768 18,042,087 10,725,534 





289,465,614 266,298,695 322,829,840 196,642,161] 








Only 188.605 pounds of wool of all classes, the product of 
the United Kingdom, have been received here, the war’s de- 
mands requiring their use at home. 


Iueorts oF Crass II Wootrs. 

Into the three principal ports were imported in the fiscal 
year 1918, 4,642,365 pounds of Class IT wools, not including 
mohair, alpaca, etc., nearly all of which came from South 
America, much the greater part from Argentina, as appears 
in the following statement :— 





Pounds. Pounds. 
BERR eer mnetn aee 34,229 Chile ................. 156,373 
BEE. shnbnniicwncnclines 29.923 Perw ................0:. 329,743 
cl ia elvieaich 149,850 Uruguay .............. 90 383 
errr 7.987 
icc ibednidaetied 5,335 ee 1.642.365 
Argentina ........... 3,838 542 eg: cr aa 


Imports oF Mowair, ALPACA. ETc. 


Our importations of mohair and similar hairs have been 
very much reduced because of the war, while at the same 
time our usual sources of supply have been reduced. 

South America has furnished 1,311,415 pounds, and South 
Africa 759,599 pounds out of 2,094,151 pounds, of which 
country of origin is given. The supply from the Turkish 
possessions has, of course, been entirely cut off. 

Unlike other wools, which, under the present tariff law, 
are free of duty, mohair and similar hairs are subject to a 
duty of 15 per cent. 


Imports oF Crass I1] Woots. 


Class [1f wool comes from nearly every portion of the 
globe. but principally from the countries named in the sub- 
joined statement, which covers the imports of the last three 
vears. These wools are mostly used for the manufacture of 
carpets and low grade blankets. The imports of these wools 
are somewhat more than half those of 1916, and about nine 
millions of pounds less than in 1917, There has been a 
great change in the countries where they originated. The 
imports from Germany, France and Turkey have ceased 
entirely. China in the last two years has sent but a few 
millions more than she did in 1916 alone. Imports from 
Argentina remain about as last year. Other countries have 








remained about stationary, or fallen behind. 
1918. 1917. 1916. 

Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 
Chinese Empire ......... 24,029,667 25,404,645 45,528,723 
Russia (Europe & Asia) 3,086,585 _— 3,300,843 
United Kingdom ......... 138,367 2,379,905 16,989,170 
Turkey (Europe & Asia) — 9,889 110,098 
British East Indies ...... 11,309 431,153 10,727,757 
France .............ecc0ce0... _ 110,829 227 153 
Germany ........ ce. eee eee ee. - 7,000 _— 
ee 674,452 5,759,943 1,986,053 
| 729,990 202,974 90,000 
British South Africa .. 4.521.876 2.985.699 7,559,665 
Argentina ..............0c00. 15,269,279 14,754,584 14,670,272 
Uruguay .............0ceeeee 830,256  2,891.700 405,164 
Peru ET ee One 3,119,446 4,176,819 1,206,944 
( hile Nk dincdgitibinieisy 5.231.980 3,306,902 3,848,632 
CT) 674,814 748,649 75,226 
All other 353,782 4,322,747 1,€84,914 

58,701,803 67,493,438 108,410,614 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 

any explanatory articles or notés relating to Acts, Regula- 

| tions, Orders, ete., published in the '‘‘Journal,” it must be 
| understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted:as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 


selves.] 





WOOL STOCKS ON 3ist MARCH. 

In our issue of 6th March we gave details of the 
estimated position of wool stocks on 3lst March as 
prepared by the Wool Statistical Committee of the 


iaw Materials Department. 


This estimate has now 


been brought up to the 29th March, and the revised 


tables are given below. 


It is now estimated that the 


stocks at the end of March were some 218+ million |b., 
as against the original estimate of 227 million Ib. 


ESTIMATED STOCK AT 3ist MARCH, 1919. 

















In CLEAN-SCOURED TERMS (000’s OMITTED). 
MERINO. CROSSBRED. 
Ib, | Ib. Ib. Ib. 
Stock at 3lst December, 1918,' 
as per Census will 47,239 | 110,032 
incomings during January,| i 
1919.. ‘ ~ ..| 17,844 21,633 | 
Incomings during February,| 
1018.. .. «ss os| 19,900 27,272 | 
lncomings to 28th March, 1919 | 10,912 12,543 | 
Estimated further Incomings: 
from— 
Australia is | 2,282 1,641 
New Zealand ad wil 714 | 
South Africa | ; 
Kast India 
Other Sources - wie’ 1,000 
British Fleece - onl 50 | 
British Skin | | 1,500 | 
Total Incomings Ist January, | 
to 3ist Mareh, 1919 nal 43,398 | *66,353 
Total available .. 90,637 176,385 
Total Outgoings 30,000 | 64,500 
Estimated stock at March 31st 
1919 wi 7 ~a 60,637 111,885 
} 














*Several cargoes which were expected to arrive in March have been 


delayed owing to wool having to be tranship 


Bombay, ete. 





oe . —-—— 


Stock at 3lst' December, 1918, as per 

Census - a - ms 
Incomings during January, 1919 
Incomings during February, 1919 
Incomings to 28th March, 1919 
Estimated further Incomings from-- 

Australia 

New Zealand 

South Afriea .. 

East India 

Other Sources 
¢ British Fleece 

British Skin 


Total Incomings Ist January to 3Ist 
March, 1919 


Total available 
Total Outgoings 


Estimated 


Stock at 3Ist March, 
1919... a a - 


lb. 


13,500 
5,187 
2,432 


358 
1,000 








—— 


———— 
’ 





East INDIA, ETC. 


ped at Port Said, 




















TOTAL. 

lb. lb. 
38,531 {195,802 
22,277 [132,028 
60,8608 |327,830 
15,000 | 109,500 
| 45,808 | 218,330 


AGENCIES IN SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES. 

Now that British manufacturers and exporters are 
extending their business in Seandinavia, the British 
Consul at Stockholm suggests that.it is opportune to 
vive them the benefit of the experience of the past. 

Many British firms have been represented in the 
three Northern Kingdoms hy a sole agent located in 





440 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


APRIL 3, 1Gj4 


—— ee eee 
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Copenhagen. A few are still satisfied with this plan. 
but the mass have declared that it is a failure, and 
that their interests in the neighbouring countries have 
been neglected thereby. 

There are firms in Sweden who offer to replace the 
Danish sole agent, but this would be equally mistaken. 
For the proper development of trade an agent should 
be appointed in each country, as conditions, regula- 
tions, languages and people all differ from each other. 
In view of the extended area of Sweden, it is a question 
whether one agent would be sufficient for this country. 

The markets in Scandinavia taken separately are not 
large, but there is the prospect in the near future oi 
Sweden becoming far more important than it is at 
present through its providing a channel to other great 
neighbouring markets. 





CANADIAN ENGINEERING STANDARDS 
ASSOCIATION. 

The Canadian Engineering Standards Association has 
recently been incorporated, with head office at Montreal. 
The chief objects of the Association are. «o co-ordinat: 
the efforts of producers and users for the improvemen! 
and standardisation of engineering materials; and t 
prepare and promote the general adoption of standard; 
in connection with engineering structures, materials, 
and other matters and things, and from time to time 
to revise, alter and amend the same. ‘The following 
distinguished professional men are listed as the incor 
porators: Sir John Kennedy, Dr. Rebert Ruttan, Dr. 
John Bonsall Porter, Richard John Durley and Henr: 
Hague Vaughan, all of Montreal. ‘The operations of 
the corporation are to be carried on without shar 
capital. 





GERMAN CHINA FOR THE UNITED SIATES. 

German trading interests are already making arrange 
ments for the importation into the United States ot 
German and Austrian china and earthenware. Accord. 
ing to information from an authoritative source, inter- 
views have taken place in New York to arrange for 
the handling of these goods. 

Their view is that there will be a considerable marke: 
for them here if they can be bought at a cheaper pric: 
than English, Japanese or domestic goods. It is re- 
ported that one German agent has already made plans 
to obtain a large quantity of china, and that the goods 
will be marked ‘‘ Made in Bohemia’’ or ‘‘ Made in 
Bavaria,’’ as it is believed that the buying public can 
easily be persuaded that neither of those countrics 
was responsible for German aggression. 





PROTECTION OF JAPANESE TRADE-MARKS. 


Extracts from the Japanese Press state that an 
Association has been formed in Osaka to protect Japan- 
ese trade-marks against infringement. At present 
there are no regulations in China concerning trade- 
marks, and Japanese firms have suffered heavily from 
Chinese infringements. 


THE BELGIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

[Imports into Belgium are at present subject to the 
rates of Customs duty which were in force immediatels 
prior to the outbreak of the war. ‘The only exception 
is that duty on tobacco of all kinds has, since 20th 
March, been levied at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provisions of a Bill which has been submitted 
to the Belgian Legislature. 

Information as to the rates of duty leviable under 
the pre-war Belgian Customs Tariff on any particular 
class or classes of goods can be obtained on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C.2. 








Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


PRICES OF COUNTRY PRODUCE AND SALT [x 
JANUARY. 

The wholesale prices of food grains and pulses in India g, 
the end ot January, 1919, as compared with the correspond. 
ing period of the previous year, increased by 61 per cent 
(unweighted average), according to the Department 5; 
Statistics, while the rise by using the weighted average wa, 
6Y per cent. The price of rice advanced by 909 per cent. , the 
rise in Bengal being 69 per cent., in Bihar and Orissa 75 pe 
cent., in the Madras Piesidency dU per cent., and in Burma 
42 per cent. Among the minor rice-producing provinces. 
there was an increase of 90 per cent. in Assam, 69 per cent 
in the Punjab, and 68 per cent. in the North-West Frontie; 
Province. Wheat prices rose 41 per cent. in India; in the 
great wheat-producing areas the Punjab showed an increase 
of 33 per cent., the United Provinces 47 per cent., and the 
Central Provinces and Berar 41 per cent. The rise in Burma 
was 56 per cent., in the Bombay Presidency 52 per cent., 
and in Bihar and Orissa 48 per cent. Barley prices increased 
by 43 per cent. (unweighted average), the weighted average 
showing a rise of 71 per cent. The price in the United 
Provinces rose 55 per cent., and in Bihar and Orissa 73 per 
cent. ‘The price of Jawar advanced by 72 per cent., the note. 
worthy increases being 106 per cent. in the North-West 
Frontier Province, 104 per cent, in the Central Provinces 
and Berar, 100 per cent. in Bihar and Orissa, 81 per cent 
in the Bombay Presidency, and 75 per cent. in the United 
Vrovinces. The average price of bajra in India rose 91 per 
cent.; the increase of 115 per cent., both in the Bombay 
Presidency and the North-West Frontier Province, and of 
100 per cent. in Delhi is noticeabie. Maize prices increased 
by 54 per cent. (unweighted average). The weighted average 
showed a rise of 87 per cent. In Bihar and Orissa maize 
advanced by 135 per cent., in the United Provinces by 102 
per cent., and in Delhi by 70 per cent. ‘The price of gram 
was 5¢ per cent. dearer than in_ the preceding 
vear; in Bihar and Orissa it rose 102 per cent., in the 
(nited Provinces 86 per cent., and in the Bombay Presidency 
77 per cent. The average price of arhar dal increased by 
72 per cent. The price in Delhi ros2 145 per cent., and in 
the United Provinces 113 per cent. In Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa, and the Central Provinces and Berar, the price of 
arhar dal was double the rate for the previous year. The 
price of ghi and raw sugar (gur) in India advanced by 27 
per cent. each. There was a rise of 62 per cent. both in the 
price of ehi in the Bombay Presidency and of gur in the 
Punjab. The average price of salt declined by 13 per cent 
in India; the noticeable decreases being 40 per cent. in Delhi, 
38 per cent. in the United Provinces, and 27 per cent. in 
Bihar and Orissa. On the other hand there was a rise of 30 
per cent. in the North-West Frontier Province and of 15 
per cent. in the Punjab. 

Compared with the preceding fortnight, the prices ol 
cereals and pulses in India at the end of January, 1919, 
showed a rise of 2 per cent. The price of wheat advanced 
by 1 per cent., but that of rice fell by 2 per cent. The price 
of jawar increased by 7 per cent., of gram and arhar dal by 
G per cent. each, and of maize by 3 per cent. Barley prices 
recorded no fluctuation, but bajra declined by about 6 per 
cent. There was a slight rise (1 per cent.) in the price of 
ghi and a fall (2 per cent.) in raw sugar, while salt prices 
remained unchanged. 














AUSTRALIA. 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS IN 
TASMANIA. 

(From the Imperial Trade Correspondent.) 


HoBARI. 


Important developments are imminent in the hydre- 
electric enterprises of the Tasmanian State Hydro-Electric 
Department. Now that the war is over and the prospects of 
securing machinery and materials are improving, extensions 
are contemplated, and new industries will be undertaken. 

Although no expenditure on extensions has_ been 
authorised for the financial year ending on 31st March, much 
has been done in advancing and completing work previously 
authorised. 

The extension of the main transmission line to Electrona 
was completed during the year 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE - continued. 





EXTENSIONS AT WADDAMANA. 


The foundations at the power station at Waddamana, 
which had been prepared for a third 5.000 h.p. unit, have 
heen altered so as to accommodate 8,000 h.p., and the trans- 
yer room has been extended to the same length as the 


fori ~ | . 
Both the new turbine and alternato1 


ain turbine room. 
have been erected. 
The fourth wire for the | . 
necessary insulators, being the first portion of the second 
drevit, have been erected without interruption to the 
ervice, and the fifth and sixth wires are now being con- 
aructed and will be completed shortly. This will allow of 
additional power being brought to New Town, wher. ic is 
available, and will also provide a second circuit for alterna- 
tive use When the first circuit fails. | 
A company dealing in electrolytic zinc has made steady 
progress In developing its works, and several subsidiary 
‘ndustries have been already undertaken, or are In course 
of development, including the manufacture of lithophone 
and zinc oxide, and a factory for rolling zinc. The treat- 
ment of West Coast ores at Risdon is contemplated, and it is 
estimated that important developments will take place 
during the coming vears, Tt is stated on competent authority 
that Hobart is the only Commonwealth capital in which the 
ralue of property has increased during the past two years, 
and this is dus to the industrial activity caused by the 
hydro-electric power, 


transmission tine and the 


Water Power SURVEYS. 


Much has been done during the year in the way of water- 
power surveys. In connection with the l pper Ouse, a 
survey has been completed from the River Derwent to Lake 
st. Clair and the power station at Waddamana, and a_pre- 
liminary investigation into the possibility of diverting 
rater ftom the Gordon River into the Florentine Valley, and 
of generating power by using the drop between the I loren- 
tine Valley and the Derwent River. This preliminary 
iavestigation has just been completed, and indications ms 
that a power scheme with a continuous capacity of 30,000 
to 40,000 h.p. will be available. . | 

Designs and specifications are being completed tor the 
extension of the Great Lake scheme to a capacity of 42,000 
h.p., and considerable progress has been made on the designs 
of the proposed Arthur’s Lake and King River developments. 


PROJECTED NEW INDUSTRIES. 


Among the new industries projected is the manutacture 
of aluminium and wood-pulp. A classified list is also being 
prepared of all the important chemicals which have been 
imported into Australia, but which can be made in Tas- 
mania, and it is expected that this will bring to light many 
profitable new industries. 


NEW ZEALAND. 





BANKING RETURNS. 

The returns of the banks for the last quarter of 1918 show 
a shrinkage in the Government deposits, increases in both 
fixed and free deposits, a moderate expansion in the 
advances, and a further slight increase in the note circula- 
tion. The figures seem to reflect the slight improvement 
that has’ taken place in shipping, and indicate a trend 
towards normality. ‘The movements in the three classes of 
deposits are disclosed in the table appended : — 

Dec. 1917. Dec. 1918. 





£ £ £ 
Government deposits 4 905,324 7,151,353 2,753,971* 
Free deposits ............ 18,496,716 20,536,868 2,040,152 
Fixed deposits .......... 13,777,801 14,466,976 689,175+ 
42,179,841 42,155,197 24 ,644* 





* Decrease. + Increase. 
Growth DuRING THE War. 
The following table illustrates the growth of the two 
classes of deposits since 1913, and discloses the effects of 
the war on the finances of the people: — 


December quarter. Free Deposits. Fixed Deposits. — 
£ 


<a 12,293,875 10,545,345 22,839,220 
a. 13,675,479 10,727,620 24,408,099 
re 17,293,719 11,861,582 29,155,301 
Te 18,031,742  13,229.076 31,260,818 
18.496,716 13,777,801 32,274,617 
OO hie csi ccixsusns 20.536.868 14,466,976 35,008,844 
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Another feature of ihe returns is the comparatively small 
increase in the advances, this increase totalling £2,076,162, 
while the increase in 1917 amounted to £4,364,573, or more 
than double. The advances made by the several banks 
during the two periods disclose the following movements :— 
Dee. 1918. 


—_ 


Dec, 1TOL7. 


Bank. £ £ £ 
New Zealand ......... '4,036,613 15,186,441 1,149, 828* 
I eee iti ne i.315,212 1,167,575 147 637F 
N.S. Wales ............ 3,577 704 3,748,007 170,303* 
Australasia ........... 3,431,917 3,771,816 339, 899* 
| 4,070,170 4,477,439 107 ,269* 
Commercial ............ 231 365 387 ,865 156 ,500* 





24,662.98} 31,739,143 2 O76,162* 


‘Tnerease, + Decrease. 


ADVANCES AND Discounts. 


The advances and discounts for a period of years show the 
following movements :— 


December quarter Advanees, Discounts. ‘Totals. 
£ £ £ 

le teeta 21 .S26,746 2,014,589 23,841,335 
I taal tind hence 25.121 235 1,811,573 24,932,808 
L915 Fail alee ok 22,589,136 | 453,703 24,042,839 
ai cecal Jer a 2,298 408 1 666,222 26,966,630 
dE SE Ae 29 662.98] | 337 334 31,000,315 
Ne iB aaloal 31 .739,148 1,333,917 33.073, 060 


The volume of the advances at the end of 1918 was nearly 
£10,090,000 more than at the close of 1913. 

An increase of £297,010 is shown in the cireulation, which 
is the smallest expansion that has taken place during the 
past five years. Coin, bullion, and legal tender notes amount 
to £9,434,670, and are less by £558,721 when compared witir 
the total in 1917. The position is disclosed in the fallowing 


table :— 
December quarter. Cireulation. Coin, bullion, ete. 
{ £ 

CD at tte ond | .671 72: 5,290,183 
Pee eee 2 614,232 : 6,209,113 - 
ies het wtneriebinds 3,097 816 6,950,516 
SI cindaersieatininin tis paieedteats esha 4,778,267 ‘+ 7,688;098 
res 6,464 695 . 9,993,391 
Ee eee 6,761,705 ‘9,434,670 


Although the circulation represents the aggregate amount 
of paper issued by the banks, the amount is not all in cir- 
culation, as the banks held £1,331 ,442 “legal tender notes of 
other banks.’? The true circulation, that is, the notes in 
the hands of the public, was £5,450,263, and not £6,761 ,705. 
the banks holding the balance of the notes. 





EXPLOITATION OF WAIRAKEI ESTATE. | 

A company, with a capital of £100,000, has been formed 
and registered in Auckland for the purpose of purchasing 
the well-known Wairakei Estate. This property, which’ is 
situated on the Rotorua-Taupo-Napier Road, is about 50 
miles from Kotorua and six miles from Taupo. 

The estate contains in the Wairakei and Wairoa Valleys 
one of the most remarkable collections of thermal wonders 
in the werld, including the Wairakei geyser, the champagne 
cauldron, the Karapiti blowhole and the Huka Falls, and in 
addition to the Geyser Valley Hotel, the property embraces 
over 4,000 acres of land. The Waikato River is one of ihe 
boundaries, and at this point it affords some of the best 
fishing obtainable. 

It is proposed by the company to devote £50,000 to the 
development of the property. The company’s scheme pro- 
vides for the erection of an up-to-date hotel capable of ac- 
commodating over 200 guests, the formation of golf links, 
tennis courts, bowling greens, the buildings of modern bath- 
houses, and generally every provision for the pleasure ef 
ihe tourist, sportsman and health-seeker. The company will 
take possession of the property at the end of May next, when 
extensive improvement works will be commenced. One- 
quarter of the shares already have been allotted to Aus- 
tralian shareholders, the balance being reserved for investors 


in the Dominion. 














449 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





APRIL. 3, L9]9 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —confinue:/. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
IRRIGATION SCHEMES. 


The Bloemfontein Town Council have adopted a proposal 
tu participate in the irrigation scheme on the Upper Modder 
“A 
iver. 





Mopper River IRRIGATION. 


The proposed agreement between the Modder River Irriga- 
tion Board and the Council contains the following provisions: 


1. The Town Council will advance £75,000, for which they 
will have a first call on 1,000 million gallons when required 
for all municipal purposes 

2. Legislation is to be passed embodying this agreement 
and protecting the catchment area above the Mazelspoort 
Dam against all future irrigation works. 

3. The Town Council to have all fishing and boating rights 
which belong to the Board. 

4. Water is to be de!ivered in the furrow into the settling 
tanks, except when the furrow is being repaired. 

5. All surplus stored water to be shared in proportion to 
the Town Council contribution. The Board, however, may 
use all the water until required by the Town Council. 

This agreement gives the town an alternative water 
supply to the system it already possesses, and will make 
provision for the big growth of population during the next 
forty years, which is expected as a result of land develop- 
ment under the Modder River Irrigation Scheme. It will 
alse obviate the expenditure of £100,000 on additional water- 
works, which, it was considered, would he necessary within 
the next ten years to meet the needs of the growing popula- 
tion. 

KKAMNASSIE IRRIGATION SCHEME. 


The Kamnassie Irrigation Board has adopted a scheme for 
che construction of a dam, weirs, and canals, according to 
plens and specifications prepared by the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. 

The scheme was originally estimated to cost £30.000, and 
would bring 10,090 morgen under irrigation. It has now 
been extended to bring an additional 4,000 morgen under 
water at an increased cost of £450.000. It is claimed that 
the dam will irrigate one of the richest strips of country in 
the Union, about 40 miles in length, where the alluvial soil 
is 30 to 40 feet deep and capable of producing any crop, 
cereal or fruit. Even in the severest drought the dam is 
estimated to hold sufficient water to last for a year. 

The work of clearing an area has already begun, but it is 
not anticipated that the heavy work of construction will be 
commenced for some months. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS 


According to the South African press important develop- 
ments are taking place in the manufacture of the Hume 
pipe at Germiston. 

The manufacturing process is described as one of throw- 
ing fine wet concrete into a rapidly revolving cylinder or 
mould in which the wire reinforcement. slicht!y less in 
diameter, has been previously placed. The high speed at 
which the cylinders revolve on friction rollers causes the 
concrete, by centrifugal action, to be forced and distributed 
equally against the sides of the mould, at the same time 
completely embedding the wire reinforcement. By the same 
process the moisture in the concrete is drawn away. The 
finished pipe, still-in its mou'd, is now rolled into a drying 
chamber for a few hours and afterwards removed from the 
mould and stacked for seasoning. 

A 4-inch concrete drain pipe lightlv reinforced, made for 
sewerage purposes, was tested by crushing, and showed hair 
cracks at 2.147 Jb. per Imeal foot. while a stoneware kiln- 
burnt. 4-inch diameter, drain pipe was totally destroyed at 
1,190 Ib. per lineal foot. 

The works cover at present an area of 114 acres. Electric 
power is used throuchcut. The works are being extended 
to two and a half times the present size, and when the 
complete plant is fully installed, automatic annpliances will 
supersede, to a large extent, the present hand labour. 





EXTRACTION OF VEGETABLE OILS. 


A Danish company, interested in the extraction of oils 
from vegetahle matter. has, it is stated secnred a stretch 
of land, 15.000 acres in extent. in the Waterherg district, 
where it is intended to evit'vate oi'-hearin? nlants, Cotton, 
sova beans, linseed, ground nuts, maize and castor oil plants 
will he crown, and experiments will he undertaken with jute. 
The entire area wil! be pnt under cultivation and a European 
expert will d'rect the princinal operations of the company 
in the Troenevaal. It is exnerted that the extreetine nient 
factery, which will nrohably he ectohlished, will represent 
a very considerable industry in the Province. 
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TURPENTINE FROM Woop. 


An official of the Department of Forests recently visited 
Johannesburg and exhibited a sample of turpentine ey. 
tracted from wood in the Orange Free State. The Sample 
seemed to stand the various tests, and inquiry is being made 
as to the possibilities of production on a commercial scale 
A local supply is greatly needed, not only by the polish ang 
blacking tactories, which have practically had to suspend 
work, but also by the paint industries. 





EUROPE. 


ITALY, 
KINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL 


A Bill has been introduced in the Italian Parliament dea). 
ing with a new system of direct taxation. The proposals, 
broadly, are: — | 

The three existing taxes—on land, buildings and movable 
property—are united into one to be calied ‘‘ordinary tax 
on income.”’ This is divided into four categories: (a) 
income derived from capital (lands, bui.dings, movables): 
(b) incume derived partly from capital and partly from 
earnings; (c) earned income; and (d) income derived from 
employment in the public service. The rates for these four 
classes are respectively 18, 15, 12 and 9 per cent. There is 
also a supplementary tax in addition to the ordinary tax, 
at rates varying from 1 to 25 per cent. on the taxable 
income. Income derived from money lent to the State is 
exempted both from the ordinary and from the supple- 
mentary tax. 

MANUFACTURE OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 


During the War the Italian Ministry of Agriculture has 
interested itself in the importation on a large scale of agri- 
cultural machinery from abroad, particularly from the 
United States of America. An effort is now being made to 
supply national requirements from national production. 
Meetings of merchants and makers of agricultural machinery 
have been held at the Ministry of Agriculture, at 
which it was decided that the minimum quantity of such 
machinery, which should be annually absorbed by the agri- 
cultural industry, was as follows :—-Mowers, 9,000; reapers, 
400; reapers and binders, 2,000; harrows, 2,000; hay 
turners, 700; threshing machines, 12,000; engine and other 
motors, 1,000; ploughs, 30,000; sowing machines, 2,000; 
forage presses, 400; and weeders, etc., 2,500. 

It was further decided at these meetings that the national 
industry was probably able henceforward to provide the total 
number required of ploughs, threshing machines, engines 
and sowing machines. Only a small proportion of the other 
machinery could for the present be produced, but it is 
hoped that in the year 1920 the annual ontput would be 
largely increased. 








NOTE ES 


Pusrtic Works. 

The “Gazzetta Ufficiale’? of 22nd February publishes a 
Roval Decree by which the sum of one milliard lire, already 
authorised to be spent on public works, is allocated among 
certain schemes for the construction and repair of roads, 
bridges, waterworks, and harbours in various parts of Italy. 
A large proportion has been assigned to the Southern 
provinces, 

BaNKING CAPITAL. 


H.M Commercial Counsellor at Rome states tlrat it is 
reported that the Banco Italiana di Sconto. at their meeting 
held on 21st February, decided to increase their capital from 
180 to 350 million lire. 








NETHERLANDS. 
TRADE WITH UNITED KINGDOM AND 
GERMANY. 


In an article appearing in ‘‘In en Uitvoer,’’ which deals 
with the Dutch Import and Export trade, it is stated that 
the total imports from and exports to Eneland in 1918 had a 
vaiue of 794 million florins, against 3184 million in 1917, the 
balance shewing as follows, viz. :— 


Florins. 
Tmports from England in 1917 ........... 156 175.212 
er 162 883.543 
Imports from England in 1918 ........... 85,1792.2F2 
eee 44 482,593 


These fienres inc’ude the maiority of goods. although con- 
densed milk, vegetables and horses are omitted. Conse- 
cuently. even in 1978 the halance of trade with Enoland 
was in favour of the Netherlands, and actually is stilt larger 
where the value of the condensed milk exported has not heen 
included. On the other hand, total exports to England de- 
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weased from 162 to 44 million florins, and the total imports 
trom England also decreased from 156 to 35 million florins. 


CAUSES OF DECLINE. 


in 1918 neither fats, wool, guano, or oil-containing seeds 
were imported from England, nor such products as rape- 
ged, peanuts, copra and palm-kernelis. In the first half 
ear only 484 tons of cocoa beans were imported, this being 
the sole consignment. The importation of bark (260 tons) 
gas small; raw cotton imports were wlso reduced to nil, and 
only 20 tons of Jesuit’s bark were imported. _ 
Coal supplies, of which 311,747 tons were imported in 1917, 
jecreased to 122,625 tons. No trass, cement, iron or copper 
arrived from England. The importation of oils for mar- 
garine, being rather important in the first half-year of 1918 
(23,913 tons) was stopped in the latter part of that year. 
Mineral lubricating oil, turpentine, hides, yarns (except 
fax), drapery, t bacco and wine arrived from Kngland., but 
in the second part of 1918 nothing was imported. Only 
395 tons of coflee and 627 tons of tea arrived during the 
whole year. 
; Ciiter Imports aNp Exports. 

Over a million florins’ worth of the following goods were 
received in 1918:—Coal, soda, sesame oil, rape-seed oil, oil, 
nther vegetable oils, flax yarns, milliners’ goods and 
machinery, which compared most unfavourably with pre- 
war business. 

Over a million florins’ worth of the following goods were 
exported to England in 1918:—Margarine, artificial butter, 
butter, cheese, linseed (flax-seed), flax, paper, sugar, etc., 
and except for paper, exports principally took place in the 
first part of that year. 


TRADE WITH GERMANY. 


The total business with Germany, which had a value of 3879 
million florins in 1917, was decreased to 288 million in 1918. 
However, the statistics give quite a different idea of this 
business, as compared with that with England. The bal- 
ances show as follows, viz. :— 

Florins. 

174 030,452 
905 211.542 


Imports from Germany in 1917 ......... 
Exports to Germany in 1917 ............ 
Imports from Germany in 1918 _...... 234.796 124 
Exports to Germany in 1918 ............. 52,983,309 
Whilst Germany in 1917 owed an amount of 31 million 
forins, the balance in their favour in 1918 showed an 
amount of 182 million florins. 


Cuter [Imports FRoM GERMANY. 
The chief articles received from Germany were: — 


1918. 1917. 

Tons. Tons. 
ail a ae 1.132.642 2,138,903 
Trass and cement 140,451 238.773 
Iron, steel and products 136 201 107,180 
Chemical producis ...... 9 Sit 11.319 
— SRRRSR TSE reer 137.792 75 064 
China and earthenware 9717 21,243 
a sll ea 10.158 14.584 
Ere ren 5 306 15.785 
ERR ee ee 129.587 117.531 
Machinery  ............-.. 23.906 31.570 
Other goodg, ............. 1,379 1,669 


The fo'lowing imports were increased:—Iron, wood and 
salt. In 1918 only half the anantity of eoal was imported 
as compared with 1917, which has resulted in many factories 


~ being closed down for want of fuel. 


PRICES. 


it is interesting to compare the prices Germany charged 
in 1918 against those in 1917. Coal price rose from f.27-50 
to f.61 per ton; iron from f.285 to £.€59: chemirals fram 
f.220 to £.500: mi'liners’ goods from f.8,500 to f.22,500; 
paper from f.310 to £.1.300; salt from f.11 to f.€6; and 
machinery from f.76 to f.117. 





ANALYSIS OF DECEMEER IMPORT 
STATISTICS. 


(From the British Consul-General.) 
RoTTeERDAM. 


Now that the Netherlands Customs Statistics have been 
published up to December, 1918, the following figures illus- 
trating the comparative shares of the chief exporting coun- 
tries in the import trade is interesting. Thev reveal the 
importations from Germany and certain of the Allied Powers 
for the first fnll month after the Armistice. It will be noted 
that the United Kinedom figures cut a sorry figure in com- 
parison with Germany. 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued 





UnNItTEn KINGDOM AND GERMAN IMPORTs. 


Florins. Florins. 
Germany ........ 11,836,091 British Empire... 2,320,369 
United States.... *9,037,082 France ............ 734,213 
*Includes Fl. 8,735,969 wheat. 
Unitep Kingpom AND GERMAN IMPORTS. 
United 
Kingdom. Germany. 
Florins. Florins. 
RIN, - saccisisacuillciapisieddidiacahdinciih deilaia anaes hiaceataniings 1,270,039 756,896 
Iron and steel and manufactures of 48.685 3,567 773 
Mineral and lubricating oils ......... 2,900 164,086 
SIE sinha sleiniian iss dedinsidindiieiineiiekiolilihen' nil. 97 ,682 
RIED sicintnscssvnconineistinanennatenunies 9,583 22,105 
NINES 5. ssipicidiessiheisdiinwnlisienainennss nil. 240 
OID scticevinncissecemsseinniesiess 431 2,783 
GINO Sion dactbedneiceniiaiauiacmenmuladisens nil, 12,677 
Other textile manufactures ... ........ 1,537 93,939 
NI © sissdanninsamenesdeotaninanns 35,301 265,369 
Farthenware and porcelain ............ 9,154 86,756 
Glass, glassware and bottles ........... 11,470 178.800 
RINT |. icdasuiatial nekuuaidanemiiaaiinmbintdaa 22,444 927 O10 
OE SOOT TE LEO T OT TOE 52.611 1,944,931 
TEE § isi minus 2,490 64,894 








WESTERN PERSIA. 
IMPORT TRADE OF HAMADAN. 


Despite military exigencies regarding transport animals, 
and the restrictions imposed in order to prevent goods from 
reaching hostile hands, the Baghdad-Kirmanshah-Hamadan- 
iNaxvin trade route carried a fair quantity of goods in the 
later months of 1918. 

The following figures carefully recorded at Hamadan, the 
chief centre on that route, cover the two months September 
and October, 1918, and may serve as a guide : — 


Despatched from 





Arrivals at Hamadan 


from :— Tons. Hamadan to:— Tons. 
SN i siscisiiardinssiviisioed ee MID. -sevsncucdssuniocasi 421 
Kirmanshah ............ 1,089 Kirmanshah _............ 230 
III. sic sicciiehnaiiassninesiiiiaiie Sree er 98 
MU” ieciniblisnttincwuneuiione ge SINR eee 220 
IEE. ‘siiibdilainaneiicnnninies aR ener nay 186 
bowatabad | Isfahan GO Sultanabad.............. 68 
Sultanabad f routes, 40 Doulatabad .............. 62 
Other places ............. 476 Other places ............ 494 
Nene 2 469 I scsescsdudomns 1,779 
For October details of goods received at Hamadan were: 
Tons. Tons. 
Loaf sugar ....... ‘helena one non 24 
Crystal and soft sugar 420 Tobacco and cigarettes 27 
MR ishandeiemains sien te Died frat. ......:... . 110 
Cotton piece-goods ... 210 Leather and hides ..... 10 
IN) icnuhonanansmaars 98 Miscellaneous and local 
PE sbsdaednciiinenes 26 I. esnvcisecinsess 245 
RL iadutbannsamiendeseaicen 17 aon 
ED sitennipinisisasinnieniiens 20 Ms aiiniseanann 1,389 


Of the above. 879 tons came from Baghdad and Kirman- 
shah; 147 tons from Resht and Kazvin. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


REVIEW OF BRITISH TRADE PROSPECTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
Buenos AIRES. 
In considering the prospects of British trade with the 
Argentine Republic after the war, especially in regard to 
the probable extent of the Argentine demand for manu- 
factured goods of all kinds. it is necessary to study the broad 
outlines of the general effect produced by the war on the 
Argentine economic situation with respect both to the im- 
port and export trade, and to the local internal conditions 
of production and consumption. 


CESSATION OF ForEIGw CAPITAL. 


One of the factors which has had most influence on the 
economic situation is the cessation of foreign capital, which 
was regular'y invested in the Republic in increasing volume 
every vear previous to 1914. entailing a movement of 
materisls, machinerv and manufactured goods. particularly 
from the United Kingdom. The place of the United King- 
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dom as the source of such capital has not been taken by any 
other country, nor has there been any decided tendency to 
tinance undertakings locally. 
It is estimated that in 1916-17, for instance, the total 
amount of fresh foreign capital invested was less than 
£2,000,000, but on the other hand, almost precisely the same 
sum is estimated to have been repaid to foreign creditors in 
respect of mortgages. In consequence, railway construction, 
public works, port works, dredging and other development 
schemes have been suspended, Government requirements 
have been financed by local short-term loans from a variety 
of banks and commercial houses, among the latter figuring 
three important German firms whose capital would other- 
wise have remained idle owing to their inability to employ it 
in trading operations. This cessation of foreign capital 
investment must be regarded as an important factor in the 
reduction of the Argentine import trade, indicating the 
prospect of a notable increase in that trade, if and when 
such capital advances to the Republic are renewed. 
SUSPENSION OF IMMIGRATION. 


Another result of the war of special importance to Argen- 
tine development was the suspension of immigration from 
Italy, Spain and other countries, and the withdrawal of some 
thousands of a most valuable element of the population im 
the shape of reservists and volunteers, who steadily returned 
to the Allied Countries during the years of war. The re- 
commencement of immigration from Europe on a large scale 
is essential for the continued progress of the Republic in 
production and trade. 

Import TRAvE. 


The effect of the war on the import trade of the Republic 
has been cumulatively unfavourable. During the first period 
this effect was not felt, owing to the large stocks of mer- 
chandise on hand, and comparative freedom with which 
imports still came forward from Europe and the United 
States. Restrictions subsequently imposed by belligerent 
countries in Europe, and later by the United States, com- 
bined with the scarcity of transport, high freights and prices, 
rapidly transformed the situation into one of high prices 
and scarcity of imported goods, with a correspondingly 
increased demand for all locally-made articles which could 
he produced in substitution, accompanied by curtailment in 
consumption as prices went up, or as merchandise of a 
particular class became more or less unprocurable. 


TLocaL INDUSTRIES. 


Tt is interesting to note that practically all the local 
industries which flourished during this period were in 
existence before the war. There are one or two instances 
of new industries, such as the establishment of a Portland 
cement factory with United States capital (an investment 
of 2.000.000 dols., United States currency), and the installa- 
tion of a plant for the manufacture of sulphate of alumina 
by the Buenos Aires Waterworks authorities. Tn addition, 
experimental companies have been formed to produce dyes 
from the algarroba tree, and to produce fibres from linseed, 
straw, and other materials. On the whole the most striking 
case of substitution is undoubtedly the utilisation of native 
wood, and to a less extent oil, as fuel, in place of imported 
coal, which before the war averaged 3,000,000 tons a year, 
against 700,000 tons in 1917, and considerably less in the 
year 1918. It is estimated that as much as six million tons 
of-wood may be required through the year 1919, unless coal 
imports are resumed on a large scale. 


Export TRADE 


In contrast to the shrinkage of the Argentine import trade, 
the war produced a demand for practically all products of 
the country with the special advantages of high prices 
offered by purchasing countries and provision by the latter 
by means of transport. 

FINANCE. 

The result of the two factors—reduction of imports and 
increase in exports—resulted in a plethora of money held 
in the banks of Buenos Aires, for which no outlet satisfac- 
tory to the holders, has been available. The following table 
showing deposits and discounts of the Buenos Aires banks 
before the war and at the present time is eloquent in this 
respect :— 

(Thousands of Pesos Paper.) 


Discounts. Percentage 
and Cash cash to 
Deposits. advances. reserve. deposits. 
Dec. 31 
rr 1,463,500 1,540,800 575.700 39-3 
err 1.242.000 1,195,600 518.400 41-7 
res 1,469,100 1,242,200 659 300 44-9 
a 1.657.100 1,317,000 700,100 42-2 
eee 2.013,700 1,553,500 786 ,500 39°] 
June 30— 
1918 .......... 2,682,200 1.614.800 =1,006,300 38-0 
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The phenomenon has occurred, unprecedeated in Argen. 
tine history, of the Republic becoming a lending country 
a credit of £40,000,000 being extended to the Allied Goverp. 
inent in 1918 for the purchase of Argentine products, Thie 
loan was financed practically alone by the official bank of the 
nation without resort to an emission of currency. In this 
connection it may be observed that the Argentine gold 
reserve is now extremely high, amounting to 74:6 per cen; 
on an issue equivalent to £101,592,133. These conditions of 
plentiful money without an outlet would have been enhanced 
considerably except for the failure of the 1916-17 crop. The 
accumulations in the banks for private accounts are in cop. 
trast with public funds, which, depending on import duties 
have shrunk considerably. One use which has been made of 
the increased spending power of the country has been the 
repayment, on a large scale, of mortgages, especially those 
held hy foreign countries. 

Diversion OF TRADE. 


As Was to be expected, the war had far-reaching effects jp 
diverting the former channels of Argentine trade and 
navigation. The principal diversion, and one likely to be 
permanent, is to and from the United States, the extent of 
which can be apprecinted from the following table: 

Below is a comparative table of imports into the Argentine 
from the United Kingdom and the United States: — 

Argentine gold dollars—000 omitted. 


Krom Percentage From Percentage 
United of United of — 
Kingdom. total. States. total. 
rece 108.637 30) 52 353 14 
ee 118.669 31 59,126 15 
t)) i 130,886 3] 62.032 i) 
| ee 92.474 34 36 684 13 
07,781 30) 56,158 95 
cdutieends 61 284 IR 63,532 29 
Rs 10,264 22 66,998 36 
a an 22,148 28 24 806 31 


*Six months. 

Japan also has appeared as a source of supply with an 
importation of the nominal value of £366,360 in the first 
six months of 1918. compared with £99,955 in the cor- 
responding period of 1917, especially competing in a large 
section ot the class of goods formerly sent by Germany, 
Spain and the Scandinavian countries developed an 
mereased direct trade for which war conditions are 
responsible. An import and export trade was also established 
with South Africa. 

With regard to exports, while the destination of the two 
staples, cereals and meat, has not been much modified. the 
distribution of wool, hides and = quebracho extract has. 
followed different channels, Hamburg as a centre of distribu- 
tion being eliminated in favour of London and Wiverpool, 
while the percentage of these products going to the United 
States has radically increased. | 

New Banks anp Companies. 
Since the outbreak of the war the following banks have 
been established :— ° 
Capital corresponding 
to the local branch. 
Banco Holandes de la America del Sud £779,167 
(Head office,. Amsterdam.) 


The National City Bank of New York ......... £207 ,280 
(Head office, New York.) 
Kirst National Bank of Boston £207 ,280 


(Head office, Boston.) 
The Yokohama Specie Bank. Ltd. 
(Head office, Yokohama.) 

Banco Argentine-Uruguayo, Argentina ...... £250 ,000 

On the other hand, the Banco Suizo-Sudamericano was 
absorbed by the Banco Francés é Italiano and several small 
native banks have gone out of business. Many trading com- 
panies have established branches in Buenos Aires to serve as 
distributing agencies for the United States, Japan, and 
Scandinavian countries. Spain, on the other hand, appears 
to continue to work through private enterprise. 


CONCESSIONS. 


Not published. 


“see eee ee enee 


Concessions granted during the war have been limited. 
Among them may be quoted:—By Law No. 9.495 a con- 
cession was granted to the Compagnie Francaise des Chemins 
de Fer de la Province de Santa Fé for the construction o! 
some subsidiary lines in that Province. 

In 1917 a concession was given to Engineer Arturo 
Castano for the construction of a port and accessory works 
in the Bay of San Borombon. 

In January, 1918, the Argentine Government authorised 
the transfer in favour of the Pan-American Wireless Tele- 
yvraph and Telephone Company (of Delaware, U.S.A.) of the 
concession granted in September, 1915, to the Federal 
Holding Company of New York for the erection of a high- 
power wireless station near Buenos Aires. | 
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By an agreement entered into between the Argentine and 
Chilean Governments in January, 1915, the construction of 
, telegraph line between San Martin de los Andes and 
Valdivia (Chile) was authorised. | 

On 20th May, 1918, a permit for 290 days w as granted tor 
the exploitation ot petrolewn on a plot of 2,000 hectares, 
situated in the mining district ot Bariloche, Rio Negro. 
Various other concessions for the exploitation of petroleum 
and mining permits of minor importance were granted. 

Pustic Works «Np ConTRACTS. 

The impossibility of placing loans in Europe, and the 
decrease in the revenue caused by the falling off in import 
duties, led to the suspension early in the war of public 
works and development. schemes contemplated by the 
Government, as well as of city Improvements proposed by the 
Municipality ‘of Buenos Aires. With regard to the port 
works of Buenos Aires, only the immediate work necessary 
to keep the scheme going has been proceeded with, and that 
after difficulties in connection with the finanmal arrange- 
ments. 

No new railway contracts have taken place, nor has the 
rolling stock been renewed on either private or State fines. 
There will be a large demand in connection with all the 
suspended schemes as soon as financial and industrial con- 
ditions become normal after the war. Of schemes entailing 
large expenditure proposed by the Government may be 
mentioned that introduced to Congress for an expenditure 
of £16,000,00U on the provision of fast light cruisers, sub- 
marines, aircraft, aerodromes, the enlargement of existing 
nayal establishments and plans for the manufacture and 
repair of ordnance, munitions, etc. No progress was, how- 
ever, made with these proposals. 

The Comodoro Rivadavia Oilfields have been successfully 
exploited during the war, but their development has been 
creatly retarded by the impossibility of contracting for 
boring plant, other equipment, and the tank steamers re- 
quired for bringing the oil to Buenos Aires. Undoubtedly 
large contracts will be placed under this head. 

The proposal for the construction of a bridge across the 
iver Plate, connecting the province of Entre Rios with the 
southern part of the Republic, has again been revived, and 
a technical committee appointed to lay recommendations 
before the Argentine Government. ‘The Government also 
submitted to Congress proposals for the acquisition or con- 
struction of a mercantile marine, but as these proposals 
were hased on war conditions, it is not likely that much more 
will he heard of them. 

Tur Ovtrook. 

The outlook for the prosperity ot Argentina cannot be 
etherwise than extremely favourable. 

Mxvort TRave., 
The uncertainty with regard to exports is another factor 
which is undoubtedly temporary. The arrangements made 
by the United States Government for large purchases of wool 
were cancelled immediately after the declaration of the 
Armistice, thus adding to the aceumulation of the wool 
already existing. The situation with regard to cereals is 
somewhat of the same nature, large stocks in hand, and an 
uncertainty as to the intentions of the Allies regarding pur- 
chases, or the provision of adequate tonnage for moving the 
crop. 
KE XPORTABLE SURPLUS. 


lt is estimated that Argentina’s exportable surplus in 1919 
may amount to the following figures: 


Tons. 
ETTORE One PO NPR Phe ere ee 800,000) 
ES Re SO ee ee err eee 2,500,000) 
I iit dalidsmwkasanwonsdimunns 3,000,000 
New maize (possibly) .................ccesee. 5,000,000 
NE ON IND oso ccccttdessccvnsaescens 800,000) 
I A i acu ice sedeminn’ 500,000 
SN,  iniesctladuiisinddinednseennebaennss 300,000 


It is necessary to insist that these conditions are temporary 
and do not affect the assured prosperity of Argentina for the 
future. Much will depend upon whether the current of im- 
migration will be renewed on the same scale as before the 
war, and of this there can be little doubt, even if disturbed 
cenditions in Europe and possibilities of greater prosperity 


in South America do not cause these currents to be increased. 


ForEIGN Caritan ano Lasnour Trousres. 

On the other hand, new factors have arisen in this country 
which may well retard foreign capital investments, During 
the last two years there have heen constant labour troubles, 
and it is certain there are more to come in the future. The 
increase of wages has not been on the same proportionate 
scale as in other countries. whereas the cost of living, 
especially of those classes consuming imported goods, has 
heen greatly enhanced. t 
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There is no doubt whatever with the increased wealth of 
the country, the expansion of the currency and general rise 
in prices, that the remuneration of labour must find adjust- 
ment on a still higher basis before relations between capital 
and labour can be considered stable. 

The rate of interest which will be expected by foreign 
capital as a normal return from investments in Argentina 
will undoubtedly be higher owing to uncertainty as to the 
effects of these conditions on security. There is little doubt 
that in the past money was forthcoming for public loans, 
railways and industrial enterprises in Argentina at a lower 
rate than was justified by the local conditions. This may be 
said to apply especially to public loans, as investments in 
‘ailways and industries always brought subsidiary benefits 
to the investing country in the shape of exports of materials. 
Nevertheless, there is little doubt that the willingness of the 
British investor to finance Argentina at the pre-war rates of 
interest was of great benefit to the Republic, and one which 
could not have heen obtained from any other country. 


Import TRADE. 


The outlook with regard to the import trade, which is one 
especially interesting to British manufacturers, may be said 
t» be on the whole favourable. Stocks in all lines, with the 
sole exception of textiles, have been depleted to a much 
lower level than was normal before the war; importing firms 
are sound and in a position to expand their trade; the con- 
suming power of the country has increased, and there is no 
reason why the increase should slacken so long as purchasing 
markets and means of transport are found for the export 
of Argentine produce. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that imports during 
the war have been exceptionally favoured by the peculiar 
tariff system of Argentina, which is based on payment of 
duties at a percentage of a nominal value assigned to cach 
article. These fixed nominal values were established in 1906, 
and, of course, bear ne relation to current war valuations, 
which during 191L were estimated on the whole to be 100 
per cent., and in 1918 to be 166 per cent. in excess of those 
of 1906—equivalent to a very considerable reduction in 
import duties. This anomaly has not escaped the notice of 
the Argentine authorities, but so far no revision has taken 
place. 

Now, however, it is announced thai a revision committee 
will be formed in 1919 in order that a revised scale of 
valuations for tariff purposes may he introduced on Ist 
January, 1920. (See p. 330 of the ‘Journal’ of 6th March, 
I919, and p. 378 of 19th September, 1918.) The industries 
which have flourished during the war will naturally exert 
cvery means in their power to obtain further Customs pro- 
tection from the Government, but against this must be 
reckoned strong socialistic tendencies obtaining in Congress, 
which are theoretically in favour of a reduction of import 
duties on all articles consumed by the working classes, 
accompanied by an increased scale of duties on articles of 
Luxury. P 


Beitise TrRape witit ARGENTINA. 


British manufacturers may view the prospect of trade 
with Argentina with confidence. During the war the high 
reputation which they held has, if anything, been increased 
hy comparison with their rivals, and they have only to quote 
competitive prices to be assured of favourable treatment by 
the Argentine importer. It would be an excellent thing if 
the British habit of self-depreciation, which was so much 
indulged in before the war, and still is largely practised, 
were abandoned. 

Speaking in general, one may say that in prices and 
quality British manufacturers can hold their own in the 
Argentine market. What has to be learned is a greater 
adaptability to local tastes and requirements, and a 
systematic study of distribution. With regard to the latter, 
the possibitities of branch houses carrying stocks, either 
representing a single big concern where the trade warrants, 
er associated manufacturers, should receive considerably 
more attention than in the past. Firms willing to be 
represented directly in Buenos Aires should send a principal, 
if pwssible, to find a suitable agent; other manufacturers 
should co-operate with exporting merchants and London 
buying houses in order that their goods may always have 
preferential opportunities in competition with foreign goods, 
which they will lack if the manufacturer were without a 
local agent or depended solely on the direct orders he may 
receive from a few clients. ) 

In the opinion of the importing community in Buenos 
Aires, no subject is more important for the future of British 
trade than adequate transport arrangements unencumbered 
by the handicap of deferred rebates, a system which before 
the war drove so much trade to the Continent that would 
otherwise have fallen to the share of British manufacturers. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading im 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certuin countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number and country. Even though 
trade may not at present be possible, it may be worth while 
for British firms to open up communications now with a vtew 
to future trade.| 





UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—-Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
‘Trade (Development and Intelligence) trom firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies: 

Applications have been recorded during the past week tor 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles : — 

Handles for attaché cases (imitation leather). 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 





AUSTRALIA. 

STRUCTURAL STEEL, ROOFING SLATES, ETC. 
-—-H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that a 
manufacturers’ agent at Sydney desires to secure the repre- 
sentation, in New South Wales, of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of structural steel (indented bars, mild steel angles, 
toists, etc.), roofing slates and corrugated galvanised sheets. 
The enquirer, who works on a commission basis, calls on 
wholesale merchants and large assembly works. and is 
familiar with the Australian market for the above-mentioned 
iines. (Reference No. 598.) 

STATIONERY, HARDWARE, AND ITRONMONGERY, 
ETC.—An indent agent and salesman at Sydney desires to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers, wishing 
to develop trade in Australia. The enquirer is particularly 
interested in the following lines:—Stationery and allied 
trades, and general hardware and ironmongery. (Reference 


No. 535.) 
ENQUIRLES AT OFFICE OF 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 

MOTOR CARS, STEEL, MACHINERY, ETC.—A 
qualified engineer having a thorough knowledge of Aus- 
tralian conditions, also personal knowledge of a large number 
of leading commercial and manufacturing engineers in all 
States, also in New Zealand, desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of motor cars, steel, and 
industrial or electrical machinery with a view to represent- 
ing them in Australia. 

CARDBOARD CONTAINERS, ETC.—A member of the 
Australian Imperial Forces desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cardboard containers, or 
suppliers of plant for manufacturing these articles. 
-—(Reference No 316/3/3.) 

JEWELLERY, CUTLERY, ETC.—A representative of a 
well-known firm of Australian importers desires to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of rolled-gold 
jewellery, gold jewellery, rustless knives and forks, ordinary 
knives and forks, spoons and forks (nickel and _ electro- 
plated), safety razors, fountain pens, novelties and pro- 
prietary lines (small articles), with a view to representing 
them in Australia on a commission basis. (Reference No. 
310 /5/15.) 

[Note.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official 
Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Infor- 
mation Bureau, at the above address, quoting the Reference 
No. 243/7/6.) 

ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF AGENT-GENERAL FOR 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

TEXTILES, ETC.—-An energetic Australian officer, 
shortly returning to Australia, desires to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of the following goods :— 
Hosiery, underwear, gloves, ladies’ sports coats, cotton piece- 
goods. He claims to have excellent connections. 

Communications in this connection should be addressed 
to the Agent-General for New South Wales, Sydney House. 
Cockspur Street, Trafalgar Square, London, 3.W. 1. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries :— 

MACHINE TOOLS, PUMPS, ETC.—A partner of a we}. 
known Calcutta firm, who is at present in this country jp 
order to make arrangements for the representation in (Cg). 
cutta of leading United Kingdom manufactures, wishes to 
get into touch with manufacturers of the following goods: — 
Machine tools (lathes, millers, grinders, drills, etc.), pumps 
(centrifugal, lift, deep well, etc.), lighting plants (suitable 
for tea gardens), asbestos roofing (tiling, shingles, etc.), 
steel chain hand hoists and steel pulleys. (Reference No. 586.) 

BOOTS AND SHOES, LEATHER, BICYCLES, ETC.—4 
Calcutta firm of manutacturers’ representatives, particularly 
for the sale of chemists’ and druggists’ sundries, wish to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of boots 
and shoes and leather of all kinds suitahle for the Indiap 
hazaar trade, boot and shoe eyelets, cheap shoe findings, shoe 
thread, bicycles of the cheap and_ better qualities, 
ties, motor car accessories, proprietary medicines and articles 
of diet, surgical instruments and appliances, and hardware. 
The firm, who work generally on a commission basis, are 
prepared to purchase goods in certain cases on their own 
account. (Reference No. 540.) 


a oo 


CANADA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

TEXTILES, ETC.—-A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto 
desires agencies, on a commission basis, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of men’s underwear, hosiery, gloves, 
rain-coats, cotton and woollen dress goods, linens and 
woollens (for cutting-up trade), silks, flannelettes and sbirt- 
ings. (Reference No. 541.) 

BRUSHES, PICTURES, ARTISTS’ COLOURS, ETC. 
A Toront» firm in that city desire to obtain agencies for 
Canada for United Kingdom manufacturers of brushes for 
artists, pictures for general trade, artists’ colours, and 
attendant articles and goods for the retail stationery trade 
(pencils, erasers). (Reference No 542.) 

FOOTWEAR, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Ontario 
wishes to obtain agencies for Ontario, for United Kingdon 
manufacturers of footwear, and allied lines for footwear 
retailers, including fabric slippers, camel hair slippers, spats, 
felt slippers, stitched-down sandals. The enquirer proposes 
to work either on commission or consignment. (Reference 
No. 543.) 

GROCERY SPECIALITIES.—A manufacturers’ agent at 
Hamilton wishes to secure the representation, for Canada, 
on a commission basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
grocery specialities. (Reference No. 544.) 

CUTLERY AND CORDAGE, DRY GOODS, ETC.—A firm 
of manufacturers’ agents in Ontario wish to represent, in 
Ontario, on a commission basis, United Kingdom manv- 
facturers of cutlery and cordage for hardware connections. 
children’s clothing, and hosiery, for dry goods connections. 
and specialities for hardware and dry goods. (Reference 
No. 545.) 

TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES, TOOLS. 
ETC.—A Toronto firm of manufacturers’ agents for tools, 
small machinery, ete., desire to obtain agencies for Ontario, 
on a commission basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of textile machinery and accessories, special purpose tools, 
new device for motor cars and motor car accessories, and 
newly patented machines on which they could secure 
manufacturers’ rights. (Reference No. 546.) 

JEWELLERY, ETC.—A wholesale jeweller at Toronto 
wishes to obtain, for Canada, the representation, on a com- 
mission or sales basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
silver novelties, gold jewellery (9c. and 15c.), silver jewellery 
and silver holloware. (Reference No. 547.) 

TEXTILES.—A manufacturers’ agent at Hamilton, 
Ontario, seeks agencies, on commission, for the whole of 
Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton piece 
goods, linens; silk, woollen and cotton hosiery; and yarns. 
(Reference No. 548.) 

MERINO, HOSIERY, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents at Toronto desire to obtain agencies for United King- 
dom manufacturers of merino, percentage or wool yarns, 
containing percentage of cotton for hosiery and underwear 
manufacture wool tops (coarse and fine from 36s. to 70s.), 
cashmere hosiery (men’s, women’s and children’s socks and 
stockings), and men’s woollen underwear. (Reference 
No. 549.) 

ELECTRICAL SPECIALITIES.—A manufacturers’ agent 
at Toronto wishes to secure agencies, for Ontario, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of electrical specialities of all kinds. 
The enquirer wishes to work on a commission basis. 
(Reference No. 550.) 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 


LEATHER GOODS, COTTON LACES, HARDWARE, 
eTC.—A manufacturers’ agent at Port Hope, Ontario, seeks 
agencies for the whole of Canada, on a commission or sales 
pasis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of leather bags, 
‘runks, straps, harness, cotton laces, show findings, and 
hardware specialities for leather goods trade. (Reference 
No. 501.) 

CHINA, CUTLERY, TOYS, ETC.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents at Toronto wish to obtain agencies through- 
out Canada, on commission, for United Kingdom manufac- 
rurers of china, cutlery, toys, dolls, sporting goods and 
games, brushes, combs, sponges, chamois, stationery lines 
and musical goods. (Reference No. 552.) 

SPICES, COCOA BEANS, NUTS, ETC.—A Toronto 
manufacturers’ agent wishes to obtain the representation, 
for Canada, on a commission basis, for United Kingdom sup- 
pliers of spices of all kinds, including mustard and pepper ; 
rocun beans, nuts of all kinds, soya bean oil and peanut oil. 
(Reference No. 553.) 

OILS. GREASES, SOAP, ETC.—Another manufacturers’ 
azent at Toronto desires agencies, for Ontario, for United 
Kingdom suppliers of oils, greases, soaps, etc. The enquirer 
works on 2 commission basis, (Reference No. 554.) 

OIL SYSTEMS.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto 
desires to obtain the representation for the whole of Canada, 
on a commission basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of oil fuel systems, oil lubricating systems, oil storage 
sstems (including pumps), and oil heating systems. 
(Reference No. 555.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

ELECTRICAL GOODS.—An agent at Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, seeks agencies, on @& commission or sales basis, tor 
United Kingdom manufacturers of meters, incandescent 
lamps, transformers or wire. The territory covered by this 
firm is Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. (Reference 
No, 556.) 

UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, ETC.—A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents and shippers at Winnipeg desire to obtain 
agencies for all kinds of underwear for men, women and 
children, hosiery, and men’s hats and caps. The territory 
covered by this firm, at present, is from Northern Ontario 
to the Pacific Coast, but they intend to include Eastern 
Canada at a later date. (Reference No. 557.) 

CUTLERY, CROCKERY, HARDWEAR, ETC.—A firm 
of commission agents at Winnipeg wish to obtain agencies for 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, on commission, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cutlery, crockery, 
enamelled ware, hardware specialities, kitchen hardware, 
and textiles. (Reference No. 558.) 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COM- 
MISSIONER FOR CANADA. 

The following enquiries have heen received at the Oftice 
ot the High Commissioner tor Canada, 19, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the fore- 
yoiug address : — 

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.—A wholesale druggist at 
Toronto is desirous of getting into touch with United King- 
dom manufacturers and exporters of drugs, chemicals, phar- 
maceutical preparations and proprietary articles. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CRATING MATERIAL.--A 
Vancouver firm, in a position to supply crating material of 
rough sawn lumber, asks for names of United Kingdom im- 
porters, 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRIES. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
(rovernment Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
‘3, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

BUTCHERS’ CLOTHING.—A firm in Winnipeg will be 
glad to receive samples and prices from United Kingdom 
manufacturers of butchers’ clothing, including white coats, 
aprons, frocks, ete. : 
MARKET SOUGHT FOR CHEMICAL FIRE 

EXTINGUISHERS.—A Canadian company, manufacturing 
chemical fire extinguishers, are desirous of receiving export 
enquiries. 
MARKET SOUGHT FOR WOODWORKING 
MACHINERY.—A Canadian company, manufacturing 
wood-working machinery, would be glad to hear from British 
firms interested. | 

MA RK KT SOUGHT rOR SPECIAL MARINE 
ENGIN KS.—A Canadian company, manufacturing a special 
-; hp. marine engine, wish to arrange for its sale in the 
United Kingdom. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE. —continued. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

CHINA, GLASS, ETC. (CATALOGUES DESIRED).—- 
The Oticer-in-Charge of the Office of H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner for New Zealand reports that an important fur- 
nishing warehouse in New Zealand desire to receive cata- 
logues and full particulars from United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of new lines in china, glass and earthenware, suitable 
tor New Zealand. (Reference No. 559.) 

CONDUITS, CABLES, ETC.—A firm at Wellington 
desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of conduits and cables, and motor accessories. The 
firm wish to work on a commission basis, but, in certain 
cases, are prepared to carry stocks, They claim to be in a 
good position to make offers for Government and _ public 
bodies contracts open to tender. A representative of the 
firm is now in England, and is open to interviews. (Refer- 
ence No. 560.) 

SNQUIRY ALT OFFICE OF HIGH CONM- 
MISSIONER FOR NEW ZEALAND. 

The following enquiry has been received at tho Office of 
the High Commissioner for New Zealand, New Zealand 
Government Offices, Strand, W.C.2, when further in- 
formation may be obtained. 

KANCY GOODS, STATIONERY, CHEMISTS’ AND 
TOBACCONISTS’ SUNDRIES.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Wellington desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters of fancy goods, stationery, 
and chemists’ and tobacconists’ sundries, with a view to 
representing them in the Dominion. | 

| Note.—Replies should be sent direct to the above address, 
quoting the Reference No, P/D.7.] 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries :— 

HARDWARE, CHINAWARE, GLASSWARE, ETC.—A 
Cape Town firm desire to obtain agencies for United King- 
dom manufacturers of hardware, chinaware, glassware, and 
all kinds of builders’ requisites. The enquirers already hold 
good United Kingdom agencies for other lines. (Reference 
No. 561.) 

MINERS’ BOOTS.—-A Johannesburg firm wish to get into 
touch with United Kingdom firms who make a speciality of 
reliable miners’ boots. (Reference No. 562.) 


SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
ENQUIRY. 


The following enquiry has been received at the South 
Atrican Government ‘Trade Commissioner’s Office, 90, 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. All replies should be sent 
direct to the foregoing address, 

HARDWARE AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY .— 
A firm of brokers and commission agents in Cape Town desire 
to take up additional agencies in hardware and agricultural 
machinery lines, A member of the firm is at present in 
London awaiting demobilisation, and would be prepared to 
personally interview firms if desired. 





EGYPT. 

IRONMONGERY, GLASSWARE, CROCKERY, KTC.— 
H.M. Consul at Port Said reports that an Englishman, now 
residing in Alexandria, wishes to take up the agency or 
representation at Port Said for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of the following articles:—Ironmongery, glassware, 
crockery, brassware, pots and pans, bar iron, paints, oils, 
ropes and cordage, twine, wire rope, canvas, cotton waste, 
-oda crystals, metals in sheets, cutlery, hardware, soaps, 
tinned provisions, beer, wines and spirits, mineral waters, 
jams and marmalade, biscuits. (Reference No. 563.) 


_-— eee 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


TEXTILES —A business man of Dutch nationality, long 
resident in Buenos Aires, and who represents a United 
Kingdom firm for the sale of cotton piece-goods and hard- 
ware, is desirous of representing other United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters of the following classes of 
goods: Woollen piece-goods, Nottingham goods, such as laces, 
curtain cloths, ete., jute and linen goods. (Reference 
No. 564.) 
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ARGENTINA. URUGUAY, 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—H.M. Vice-Consul at 
Montevideo reports that a manufacturers’ agent, iron and 
-teel merchant, etc. in that city, desires to get into touch 
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with United ixingdom manufacturers desiring to appoint an 
agent for Argentina and Uruguay. The enquirer proposes 
to work on a commission basis or salary. He would also buy 
fer lis own account up to a certain amount. (Reference 
No. 565.) 


++ 


AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). 

OILS AND FATS, OLLSEEDS, COPRA, INDIAN 
PEPPER, ETC.—An Italian subject at Trieste, established 
for many years, seeks agencies for United Kingdom suppliers 
of oils and fats, oilseeds, copra, Indian pepper, coffee, tea, 
spices, cotton, fertilisers, ete. (Reference No. 566.) 
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BALKAN STATES. 

TEXTILES, (RON AND STEEL GOODS, ETC.—H.M. 
Consul-General in Paris reports that a Serbian agent, now 
resident in Paris, with agencies in the principal Balkan 
cities, wishes to represent United Kingdom manufacturers 
of textiles, leather, motor cars, typewriters, ete., in the 
Baikan States. (Reference No, 567.) 
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BELGIUM. 
H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp reports the receipt ot 
the following enquiries: 
CLOTH FOR MEN AND WOMEN’S CLOTHING.—A 
business man at Maulde (Hainault) urgently desires to pur- 
«hase British cloth for men and women’s clothing in large 
quantities, and will be glad to receive offers and samples 
from United Kingdom manufacturers. (Reference No. 568.) 
COAL, ETC.—A firm at Ixelles-Bruxelles, owners of an 
important system of light railways in the neighbourhood ot 





‘Tournai, Deynze, Audenarde, Gramnont, Ghent, etc., linking 


up canals, and also owners of 24 barges and tugs, desire to 
yet. into touch with United Kingdom exporters of coal, with 
a view to important purchases, and also to acting as selling 
and distributing agents throughout Belgium. 

The firm also desire to enter into relations with United 
Kingdom shipping companies, with sailings to Antwerp and 
ihent 

They further ask to get into touch with United WNingdom 
Marine Insurance agents. (Reference No. 569.) 

TOBACCO, CIGARETTES, ETU.—An agent at Aude- 
narde seeks an agency for United Kingdom firms, for the 
sale of tobacco, cigarettes, and  tobacconists’ sundries. 
{Reference No. 570.) 

HOSIERY AND KNITTED GLOV ES.—H.M. Vice-Consul 
at Brussels reports that «a business man in that city, who 
has commenced business in hosiery and knitted gloves, is 
anxious to import these goods from the United Kingdom ; 
payment to be made in cash. (Reference No, 571.) 

The British Vice-Consul at Liege reports the receipt ol 
the following enquiries :— 

TEETH FOR RAG-CUTTING MACHINES.—A firm at 
Verviers wish to get into immediate touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of teeth for rag-cutting machines 
(pointes d’effilocheuses), with a view to obtaining an agency 
therefor. (Reference No. 572.) 

AGRICULTURAL TOOLS AND MACHINERY, 
STARCH, OIL, ETC.—A Liege agent wishes to purchase 
from, or to represent, United Kingdom exporters of agri- 
eultural tools and machinery, starch, oil, veast, beer, and 
fertilisers. (Reference No. 573.) 

ELECTRICAL APPARATUS.— A firm at Liege are pre- 
pared to take up an agency for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of electrical apparatus used in electric-lighting in- 
stallations and propelling power, The firm call attention to 
the advantages that would accrue if such an agency were 
set up, and state that they would use the apparatus in their 
own aworks, and exhibit and advertise them. 

The enquirers would also be prepared to undertake an 
agency for a good United Kingdom house for the whole of 
Belgium. They claim to be well known in the commercial 
world, particularly in the hosiery trade. (Reference No. 
274.) 


. BRAZIL. 

METALS, CHEMICALS, PAPER, ETC.—H.M. Consui- 
General at Rio de Janeiro reports that a Brazilian firm of 
general merchants and commission agents, claiming to be well 
known and to have good connections, are desirous of doing 
general business with a leading firm of United Kingdom 
merchant shippers with some knowledge of the Brazilian 
market, who are able to supply tin plates, metals, chemicals, 
yarns, machinery and hardware in general. The firm also wish 
ty obtain the representation of a leading United Kingdom 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continwed. 





paper manufacturer, and claim to have sold £250,000 wort) 
of American papers during the last twelve month. 
(Reference No. 575.) 


FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul-General in Paris reports the receipt of tho 
foliowing enquiries :— 

BOOTS AND SHOKS, ETC.—A firm in Paris seek, 
agencies in that city and throughout France tor United 
Ningdom firms, for the sale of ready-made boots and shoes 
and for skins and leather, and all articles and accesgorjox 
appertaining to the manufacture of boots and shoes 
(Reference No. 576.) 

COTTON GOODS FOR EXPORT TO FRENCH Werks 
‘-NDIES.—An agent in Paris seeks agencies for United 
Kingdom manutacturers of cotton goods for export jp 
Guadaloupe, Martinique, and French Guiana. (Referenve 
No. 577.) 

The Acting British Consul-General at Lyons reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries :— 

COAL; COCOA BEANS.—An agent at Lyons wishes jo 
represent important United Kingdom exporters of coal and 
also of cocoa beans. (Reference No. 579.) 

CELLULOID COLLARS AND CUFFS, COLLAR STUDs. 
LINKS, ETC.—An agent in that city wishes to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of celluloid collars and cuffs. 
collar studs, links, and braces, in the Lyons district. 
(Reference No. 578.) 

H.M. Consul at Nantes reports the receipt of the follow- 
Ing enquiries :— 

SOAP, FOODSTUFFS.—An agent at Nantes desires ty 
obtain an agency, for that district, on a commission basis. 
for United Kingdom firms dealing in soap, canned fish and 
other foodstuffs. (Reterence No. 580.) 

CHOCOLATE AND COCOA.—Another Nantes agent 
secks agencies, in that town, tor United Kingdom mann. 
facturers of chocolate and cocoa. The enquirer has had ey. 
ccllent business experience. (Reference No. 581.) 


A 


FRANCE (Morocco'. 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS.—The Acting British Consul. 
General at Lyons reports that an agent in that city wishes 
to represent, in any part of France, or in Morocco, United 
Kingdom manufacturers of chemical products. The enquirer 


* ° ° ° ° 
claims to have a wide knowledge in this branch of trade and 


a knowledge of several languages. (Reference No. 582.) 


ITALY. 


HEM. Commercial Counsellor in) Rome reports the receipt 
of the following enquiry : — 


RUBBER GOODS, ETC. —An agent in that city, who 
proposes to establish himself at Milan, wishes to obtain 
agencies tor United WKingdom wholesale houses, particularly 
for rubber pharmaceutical products (tubes, syringes, bulbs), 
rubber heels, goloshes, mackintoshes, ete. (Reference No. 
383.) 

OLL SEEDS, VEGETABLE OLLS AND OLL CAKE.—An 
agent in Rome desires to represent, in Italy (probably at 
Genoa), a large United Kingdom export house dealing in oil- 
seeds, vegetable oils and oil cake. The enquirer corresponds 
in English, and has a wide knowledge of the Italian market. 
(Reference No. 5384.) 

MACHINERY OR ELECTRIC ARTICLES.—An Italian 
resident at Spezia wishes to secure an agency for United 
Kingdom firms dealing in machinery or electric articles. The 
applicant has a fair knowledge of French and English, and 
would come to England to discuss conditions. (Reference 
No. 585.) 

H.M. Consul-General at Milan reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries frum local firms :— 

LEATHERS, SKINS, ETC.—An agent, who corresponds 
in English and French, seeks agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of leathers, skins, boots and shoes. (Refer- 
cnee No. 86. ) 

TEXTILES AND COTTON.—H.M. Consul at Milan re- 
ports that an agent, who is an importer of woollen and mixed 
textiles, and cotton, seeks agencies in these lines, for which 
he claims to have a good connection, particularly in Central 
and Western Italy. (Reference No, 587.) 


PORTUGAL. 
LEATHERS, PENCILS, ETC.—A British firm, having 


offices in Lisbon and Oporto, desire to represent first-class 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE continued. 





United Kingdom manufacturers of the following lines :— 
Leathers (box calfs, glacé kids and patents), pencils, rubbers, 
ate., and book cloths. This firm already represent a number 
of important United Kingdom manufacturers of other lines 
(Reference No. 588.) 


SCANDINAVIA. 

TEXTILES.—H.M. Consul at Odense reports that an 
agent in that town desires to obtain ugencies for Denmark, 
and eventually also Norway and Sweden, for United King- 
dom wholesale commission houses dealing in dry goods, 
particularly for grey cloth shirtings, fancies, Italians and 
similar cotton and woollen goods. He wishes to work on a 
commission basis, and claims to have a connection amongst 
clothing factories and other large consumers in Scandinayia. 
(Reference No, 589.) 


SOUTH AMERICA. BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

PAINTS AND VARNISHES, HARDWARE, TEA, ETC. 
—A British subject, who claims to have considerable experi- 
ence of the South and Central Amertcan and West Indian 
markets and already holds the agencies of several British 
firms, intends proceeding shortly to Cuba, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Panama, Jamaica and possibly other places. Ap- 
plicant is desirous of acting as a travelling representative for 
firms who desire to export the following goods among others 
to those marketse—Paints and varnishes, hardware, tea, 
mustard, starch, baking powder and similar packet goods. 
(Reference No. 590.) 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 

MARKET SOUGHT—TOBACCO AND MANGANESE 
ORE.—A telegram has been received from His Majesty's 
Commercial Secretary at Odessa stating that he is informed 
that the Hkatrinodar Government have at their disposal 
§5,000 tons of tobacco for export ria Novorossisk, and 8,000 
tons of manganese ore for export via Poti. 

AGENT'S SERVICES OF FERED.—An agent, who, after 
four years of service with the British Expeditionary Force. 
is about to return to the South of Russia, is prepared to 
represent United Kingdom firms. The enquirer claims to 
have had a wide business experience. (Reference No. 591.) 


SPAIN. 

YARNS, SOFT GOODS, TOOLS, KTC.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Barcelona reports that a firm in that city desire 
to act as buying and selling agents, in Spain, for United 
Kingdom manutacturers of yarns, soft goods and _ hosiery, 
tools, files and hardware, chemical and pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts and haberdashery. Correspondence may be in English 
or French. (Reference No. 592.) 

TEXTILES, DRUGS, EVC.—H.M. Consul-General at 
seville reports that an agent in that city (a Swiss subject) 
wishes to get into touch with first-class United Kingdom 
houses wishing to appoint an agent for the sale of their goods 
in the South of Spain. The articles the enquirer is par- 
ticularly interested in are: Nets and laces, hosiery, Man- 
chester and Bradford piece-goods, drugs and pharmaceutical 
products, steel hoops and drums, comestibles and cod fish. 

The enquirer is also prepared to act as buying agent for 
olive oil, wines, oranges, lemons, almonds, nuts, ete. 
{Reference No, 593.) 

PRINTING PAPERS.—A Barcelona firm desire to obtain 
an agency, for the whole of Spain, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of printing paper. The firm states that there 
is an excellent opening for this line in that country. 
(Reference No. 594.) | 


SPAIN (Canary Islands); 

LEAK TOBACCO.—An agent at Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
who already holds several United Kingdom agencies, wishes 
get into touch with United Kingdom wholesale merchants, 
Ina position to supply leaf tobacco. (Reference No. 595.) 


SWITZERLAND. 
_ HOM. Legation at Berne reports the receipi of the follow- 
Ing enquiries :— 

TOILET REQUISITES AND CHEMICAL PRODUCTS. 
—A Swiss firm wishes to represent British manufacturers of 
toilet and chemical products, (Reference No. 596.) 

IMXTILE GOODS.—A Swiss agent wishes to represent 

ritish manufacturers of textile goods. (Reference No. 597.) 


-_ — 
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Shipping and Docks. 


ITALY. 





PORT AND TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENTS. 

By a Decree published in the ‘Official Gazette’ of {th 
March, a Port Authority has been created at Rimini for 
works in connection with the canal port at that town. The 
necessary funds will be provided mainly by a Government 
erant of 3 million lire, and by port and anchorage dues 
which the Authority is empowered to levy at a rate not ex- 
ceeding one lira per ton on goods loaded or discharged, and 
50 centesimi per ton on steamers unloading in the port. 

The undertaking is declared to be in the public interest, 
and power is conferred on the Authority to acquire lands. 


New Port AtTHORITIES. 


In connection with the new Port Authorities which have 
heen constituted for the enlargement and improvement ot 
the ports and their railway connections, at Leghorn and 
Civita Vecchia, it is stated that these Authorities are em- 
powered to collect and expend for the above purposes a new 
due, amounting to one lira per ton of merchandise dis- 
charged, and 50 centesimi per ton on shipping anchoring in 
the ports. At Civita Vecchia a fee may be charged to 
passengers landing or embarking at the port. 

NEW SERVICES. 

A weekly service of ships from Taranto, by Gallipoli, Cortu, 
Patrasso, Piraeus, Rhodes and return has been arranged by 
the Minister of Transport for the account of the State, 
through the Puglia Steamship Company, for both passengers 
and freight. 

| MinaNn-ApRIATIC Suip CaNnar. 

At a meeting of the Council of the Administration of the 
Port of Milan, the President announced that the Highe: 
Council of Public Works had approved the project of the 
construction of the Ship Canal from Milan by the Po to 
the Adriatic, which was conceded to the Commune of Milan. 
The estimated cost of the canal and works amounts to 
90,000,000 lire. It is intended to petition the Government 
to permit the construction and working of the docks at 
Milan to be entrusted to the same body. 


MOROCCO. 





PORT WORKS AT CEUTA. 
(From the Acting British Vice-Consul.) 
3 TETUAN. 


Considerable interest is being shown locally in the develop- 
ment of the harbour works at Ceuta. The question has 
grown in importance as the result of the construction of the 
Tetuan Railway, and the competition which is anticipated 
from other Moroccan ports—particularly in the French 
Zone. 

A writer in the ‘‘Norte de Africa’’ recently reviewed thie 
importance, both political and commercial, of Ceuta, and 
eave the following details of the history of the port im- 
provement scheme. 

The Committee of the Port Works was founded in 1904, 
and the project approved in 1906. Work actually commenced 
in 1910. The works are being executed on behalf of the 
Spanish Government. The management is in the hands ot 
the Committee, presided over by the Military Governor of 
the fortress. The works have been. handed over to an 
association of contractors. The estimated cost is 21,000,000 
pesetas, of which 11,500,000 were obtained by the issue ot 
shares and 8,000,000 are to be borrowed—permission having 
been conceded by Parliament in December, 1916. There is 
also to be reckoned a small subvention from the Govern- 
ment, the exact amount of which is not known. 


THE SCHEME. 


The intention is to construct a port with a surface of 10% 
hectares, divided into an inner and an outer port. The 
inner port contains 50 hectares, the outer 57 hectares. Half 
of the decks will have a depth of 10-20 metres; the other 
half four to ten. It is intended to construct, as soon as 
possible, big depot stores. These depots will have a ground 
floor and two stories above, and will be covered by a large 
terrace. They will be 80 metres long by 16 metres. Goods 
will he unloaded by the port cranes direct into each storey 
and on to the terraces. The latter will also serve for drv- 
ing damaged goods, as is at present done at Marseilles. — 

DcRAtTion oF CONSTRUCTION. 


Work began in September, 1910, and should be over cn 
26th December, 1920. It is considered, however, that it 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS —continwued. 





will not finish on that date, but that the depots at any rate 
will be completed. 

The quarries for the stone used are at Benzu at 74 kilo- 
metres from the port. They are connected with the port 
by a railway of one metre gauge and a total extent of 
over 14 kilometres. The rolling stock consists of 6 loco- 
motives and 113. wagons. ‘The plant for extracting stone 
consists of a compressed air perforator, six electric and three 
steam cranes of an average power of 100 tons. The em- 
plovees number about 400. 

The electrical works belong to the port works. They are 
situated about 4 kilometres from Ceuta on the Benzu road. 
They furnish the motive power and lighting to the stone 
quarries, to the repair shops and port works, The force is 
800 h.p., and they transmit a motive foree at 4.400 volts. 
The machinery is composed of two Diesel engines, ‘‘a quatre 
temps”? of 200 h.p. each, and a concentrated steam motor, 
Bellis-Morcom, of a surface condensation of 450 h.p. (‘‘con- 
densacion de superficie de 450 h.p.”’) The stafi consists of six 
nersons. 

Port Works. 


For the discharging of the wagons, two ‘‘titans,’’ a sort 
of large horizontal crane, of English manufacture, are em- 
ployed. One of these ‘titans’? can unload 20 wagons, 
carrying ten tons, per hour. 

The hands employed on each “‘titan’”’ are one mechanic 
and two men, 

Blocks of ‘‘hormigon’’ are used (a mixture of sand, lime 
and cement, or ‘‘carbonilla,’? the proportions being, it is 
understood, three parts sand to one of lime and one of 
cement or “‘earbonilla’’). The port works have a complete 
installation for making blocks of this material, but since 
the commencement of the war the manufacture has heen 
stopped owing to the high prices of lime, cement. ete. 


Repatr SHOPS. 


At the commencement of the war the port works were 
obliged to transform their repair shops, as it was found to 
be imposs'ble to get the spare parts necessary for the 
numerous pieces of machinery emploved. These repair shops 
include at present:—(1) A foundry for casting new pieces. 
(2) A carpenter’s shop for making the necessary models. 
(3) A complete modern ontfit for effecting repairs and for 
finishing off the casts made in the foundry. 

In these shops a Diesel engine was cast and made recently 
for a 9N0-ton sailine-vessel built at Ceuta. All the bollards, 
which weigh 1,200 kilos, were cast at the foundry. 


STATISTICS. 


Stones transported from Benzu quarries to scene of work 
from September, 1910, to end of December, 1918 :— 





Tons. Tons. 

Re carn © ak 160.000 
Re oe ee 5STONN IIE ooo... 518.000 
AES ore 0 I a a 481.690 
1913 LOE eh y 963.000 1918 525 ,000 
1914 (ORR RR Soe 362,000 

Total 2 847 000 

Costs. 


Total expenses from September, 1910, to December, 1918, 
have been 14.000,000 pesetas, of which 9,500,000 were spent 
before the war. 

Quay Dues. 


While awaiting the construction of the goods depots, 
merchandise is deposited provisionally on the quay. They 
are preserved from damp by being placed on wooden chassis, 
and from rain by tarpaulins. Below are the quay dues and 
prices for hire of the chassis and tarpaulins : — 


Goods Deposited on the Quays. Price. 
First 4 davs, per day and per square metre ..... Free 
(1) From 5th, 30th day, per square metre for 
II, sccosicncunghiainenseniinnsaennienes Pts. 0°05 
(2) From 5th, 30th day, per square metre for 
I vcccccnseneseccen sh iatiinsnennaidiibiapaies 0-02 
(3) From 5th, 30th day, per square metre for 
PROKIME CASOS, POF GRY ..........0...00000.000000. . O01 
From 30 days on, per square metre per day, 
EE sci lulhdit he degsinsichintniamebihnianebonowene .. 0-10 
eer ee ee ee ee ee ne ., 0°05 
iano Miaiaigiidiiiiivadaan . 0°05 
Hire of Chassis and Tarpaulins: 
Chassis. per metre per day ........................ Pts. 0°15 
Tarpaulins per metre per day ......... hanes 0-05 
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Railways. 





AUSTRALIA. 





THE TRANS-AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY. 

The Annual Report of the Commonwealth Commissioye 
tor Railways, for the year ended 30th June last, contains 
the latest details with regard to the progress made on the 
Trans-Australian Railway, which was opened on 13th 
November, 1917. During the period under review the 
railway from Pine Creek to Katherine River was also com. 
pleted. 

The position of the Commonwealth Railways for the 
tinancial year is summarised below :— 

No. Item. Tota! for all Railways 
1. Males open for traffic ................... 1,733 miles, 61 chs 
~. Cost (excluding rolling stock)........ £9,760 ,383 


3. Cost of rolling-stock  ..... ........-.05. £939 273 
EE — sinkalenutinnnnnhiessaninenuunsnspecaes £277 496 
D. “WOCREME CKPCNGCS ...c0ssccsceccveseseses £381 5 


Cost or Trans-AUSTRALIAN Ratiway. 

The Railways referred to are:— 

Trans-Australian Railway, Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta, 

Northern Territory Railway, Port Darwin to Katherine 
River. 

Oodnatia Railway, Port Augusta to Oodnatta 

Federal Territory Railway, Queanbeyan to Canberra, 

The cost ot the Trans-Australian Railway to the 30th 
June, 1918, including rolling-stock aua workshops plant and 
equipment, was £6,674,.2738; excluding rolling-stock, ete., it 
was £5,815,370. Of the amount, £3,090,783 represents the 
cost of rails, fastenings, and sleepers. 

The cost of construction, excluding rolling-stock and 
workshops plant and equipment, amounts to £5,532 per mile. 
Of the amount, £2,940 represents the cost of rails, fasten. 
ings, and sleepers. 

The platelaying achieved was:— 


Greatest— mils. chs, 
In anv one dav _.......... dcenninhanabs | 2 40) 
MEE. sasencessdesavmiannress 14 50 
I isos ccwadacnnenuiessses iG 52 
RE IE ws hscnavynescnnncesviss 250 30) 
EN ss nissomnaiascnciunneierns 442 44 


These create a record in the history of railway building in 
Australia. 

TRAIN SERVICE, TRAFFIC, ETC. 

Krom its inception the Railway not only proved to bea 
yreat public convenience, but it enabled the Commonwealth 
to release for war purposes steamers that had been running 
hetween the Eastern States and Western Australia. 

Passengers now travelling between the Eastern and 
Western portions of the continent largely utilise the rail- 
way, and notwithstanding there is no overseas traffic reach- 
ing Fremantle—as in normal times—the railway passengers 
traffic is gradually increasing. Three trains are provided 
each way per week. 

By arrangement with the States affected, it has been 
possible to quote reasonable fares and, generally, the Com- 
monwealth trains, it is stated, compare well with the best 
long-distance trains in other parts of the world. All through 
passengers are provided with sleeping berths. Passages 
mav be booked in any of the capital cities, as well as in 
Kalgoorlie. 





SLEEPING AND DINING Cars. 

The trains are fitted with shower-bath facilities, which 
are highly appreciated, and which so far have been provided 
without extra charge. 

In the early stages the dining-car service was the cause 
of some anxiety, arising largely from the fact that a varying 
proportion of the passengers elected to carry their own food 
supplies. The Department was at the same time under 
obligation to provide adequately for those passengers if they 
should desire dining-car accommodation. with the result 
that there was unavoidable waste. It was therefore arranged 
to fix a reasonable tariff for all meals on the journey and 
to add an inclusive charge for these to the rail ticket. This 
scheme was in operation towards the end of the year under 
review. and in addition to giving general satisfaction, it 
immediately stopped financial loss on the dining-car service. 


Live Stock AND Goons. 

Live-stock traflic is increasing. Both sheep and cattle 
lave been conveyed through from Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta in full trainloads and by fast service, both con- 
signors and consignees expressing themselves as highly 
satisfied with the arrangements. 

Goods freights are now quoted between Victoria and South 
Australia on the one hand, and Western Australia on the 
other, and the traffic in both directions is gradually increas 
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RAILWAYS—continued. 

ing, although so far the traffic has been disappointing. Con- 
iderable consignments of perishable goods have been 
transported from the Eastern States to Perth and Kal- 
soorlie, and merchants are complimentary as to the manner 
and speed with which the goods have been carried, enabling 
the perishables to land in much better condition than was 
the case when they came by seaboard and by railway from 
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. 

Local traffic is developing in manganese, barytes, and 
jther ores; also in salt, large deposits of which exist along 
the route of the line. 

BREAK OF GAUGE. 

The diversity in gauge of the existing railways seriously 
hampers the transport of passengers between the States. 

The 5ft. 3in. gauge prevails from Adelaide to Terowie. 
from ‘Terowie to Port Augusta it is 3ft. 6in., from Port 
Augusta to Kalgoorlie 4ft. 8}in., and from Kalgoorlie to 
Perth 3ft. 6in. 

Apart from the cost of working the independent systems. 
the inconvenience to persons travelling is very marked. The 
necessity of a broad-gauge connection between Adelaide and 
Port Augusta, and between Kalgoorlie and Fremantle, is 
strongly urged. 

It would have been of the greatest advantage had a 
4ft. 84in. gange been provided between Adelaide and Port 
Augusta, a distance of approximately 190 miles, but the 
South Australian Government decided to adopt the 5ft. 3in. 
Thirty-four miles of this line—from Salisbury to Long 
Plains—has been constructed, and it is understood the 
Scuth Australian Government is now carrving out the work- 
ing survey from Long Plains to Redhill, an additional 
distance of 61 miles. They also propose a survey from Red- 
hill to Crystal Brook, a further 14 miles, or approximately 
121 miles from Adelaide. 


ee 





Prorosep DEVELOPMENTS. 


In December, 1917, the South Australian Government 
consented to the Commonwealth undertaking a survey for a 
4ft. 84in. gauge line from Port Augusta to Crystal Brook, 
approximately 69 miles, with the object of the Common- 
wealth extending its railway from Port Augusta to Crystal 
Brook, such extension to form part of a railway scheme to 
be eventually considered connecting the Trans-Australian 
Railway with the New South Wales system via Morgan, 
Wentworth, and Hay. The survey from Port Augusta to 
Crystal Breok will be completed shortly. 

The proposal as placed before the South Australian Govern- 
ment is that the Commonwealth might build the line as far 
as Crystal Brook, and by the South Australian Government 
building their portion from Long Plains, a faster service 
could be established from Adelaide through to Kalgooriie, 
with the break of gauge from 5ft. 3in. to 4ft. Shin. at 
Crystal Brook. : 

The provision of a broad-gauge railway from Adelaide to 
Port Augusta is considered to be of pressing importance. 
Such a railway would :— 

(1) Shorten the journey between the eastern capitals and 
Perth by at least twelve hours, and save one night in the 
train. 

(2) Save one break of gauge and avoid the journey by the 
aft. Gin. gauge between Terowie and Port Augusta. 

(3) Save East-bound passengers having to change trains 
at Port Augusta, between four and five in the morning. 

(4) Popularise the service generally. 

(5) Assist in obtaining through goods traffic over the line. 

(6) Assist materially from a military point of view. 

The Commonwealth has plant and equipment with which 
to readily construct the line from Port Augusta to Crystal 
Brook, It has rolling-stock to work it. 

The working of the Trans-Australian Railway has em- 
phasised more and more the need for a broad-gauge connec- 
tion between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie. 

The Trans-Australian service will never be worked as it 
should be worked, and will never afford to the citizens of the 
Commonwealth the convenience it was to afford and the 
convenience it should afford, having regard to the money 
expended, until such time as broad-gauge connections are 
given, and until passengers can join the 4ft. Shin. gauge 
train at Crystal Brook, or Port Augusta, and travel to the 
Western seaboard without a further break, nor will it be of 
its full value from a military point of view until a 4ft. 83in. 
gauge connection is made with the New South Wales Rail- 
way system, so as to make all of that gauge rolling-stock 
available in time of war. 

Financia, REsvtts. 

The excess of working expenses over revenue for the 
Commonwealth Railways for the year was :— 
Trans-Australian £57,429 Oodnatta £25,228 
Northern Territory £20,971 Federal Territory £791 
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Minerals and Sletals. 








CANADA. 
MINERAL PRODUCTION OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 


The estimated value of the mineral production in British 
Columbia during the year 1918 is placed at 41,083,083 dols., 
which is 4,072,701 dols. more than for 1917, or an equivalent 
increase of approximately 11 per cent. 

GoLp AND SILVER. 

The recovery of placer gold, obtained chiefiy in the 
Cariboo and Cassiar districts, is estimated at 300,000 dols. ; 
while the estimated production of lode gold is figured at 
3,250,895 dols., which shows an increase of 37 per cent. over 
the year 1917. 

The silver production during the year 1918 is estimated 
to have been about 2,886,861 ounces. valued at 2,601,120 
dols. 

LEAD AND CopPeER. 

Lead and copper show an increase in quantity, but, owing 
to a lower market selling price of these minerals, there is 
a netural decrease in value. The estimated copper produc- 
tion, according to districts, is as follows: Skeena division, 
30,925,928 lb.; Southern Coast district, 19,470,760 Ib.; 
Boundary-Yale district, 10,324,922 Ib.; Trail Creek division, 
2,043,560 lb. ; Omineca district, 562,000 lb. ; all others, 59,777 
lb.; making up the gross total of 63,387,010 Ib. 

The year’s copper production promises to prove the 
second largest in the history of copper mining in British 
Columbia during the past twenty-five years. Copper takes 
second place to gold in representation of value of any 
mineral produced in this Province. 

The importance of the copper resources in British Colum- 
bia to the British Empire cannot be too highly appreciated, 
considering it has the three largest copper mines in the 
Empire, with the two largest concentrating mills and the 
three largest copper smelters. 

The output of zinc is estimated at 36,149,894 lb., Fort 
Steele contributing about 22,000,000 Ib.; Slocan, 13,601,954 
lb.; while Omineca and Ainsworth produced the balance. 

The total estimated production of coal during 1918 
amounted to 2,572,811 long tons, of which 280,743 tons were 
made into coke. 

TUNGSTEN OREs. 

According to the ‘‘Canadian Chemical Journal’’ there are 
vast possibilities in the tungsten deposits on the Hard- 
scrabble Creek, in the vicinity of Barkerville, and the whole 
of the Cariboo tungsten district. The deposits already located 
in these sections run parallel to the highly auriferous sul- 
phide ore bodies for about fifteen miles. These scheelite ore 
deposits are stated to be of an excellent grade, and are 
particularly free from objectionable impurities, from the 
standpoint of the steel manufacturer. 

DEVELOPMENTS. 

Considerable interest is being created by the discovery 
of gold quartz on the Porcupine Mountain, near Barkerville. 
This prospect consists of two veins, 300 feet apart, one being 
28 feet wide and the other 14 feet wide. The Department 
of Mines assays have shown values of 61°50 dols. in gold 
per ton. 

Plans are being prepared for opening up of some new 
mines on Vancouver Island and generally extending mining 
operations. 


SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 
RECOVERY OF DIAMONDS FROM THE SEA. 


A company has been formed, with powerful financial 
support, to dredge the ocean bed along the coast of South- 
West Africa and the diamondiferous deposits of the shore 
under agreement with the Government. The existence off 
the coast of a large diamond pipe has been known for some 
years. 

The Government is to take 40 per cent. of the proceeds of 
the work, and arrangements are said to be in a forward 
state to begin dredging at an early date. Two well-known 
South African interests are supporting the undertaking. 


Processes ADOPTED. 

In May, 1908, diamonds were first discovered in the sand 
dunes about ten miles east of Luederitz Bay. Recovery 
operations were at first carried out only in the most primitive 
way by Cape boys crawling along the ground and picking 
the stones by hand. This method was replaced by more 
efficient methods as soon as these could be introduced, and 
only at outside places which suffered from lack of transport 
was it continued for a longer time. 

At other places sieving and washing were started. Fairly 
satisfactory results were obtained by hand sieving and wash- 
ing as long as surface deposits only were treated. 














MINERALS AND METALS — continued. 








The concentrates, it is stated, vary in composition, bit 
consist mostly of garnets, olivine, iron pyrites, limonite, 
hematite, magnetite, particles of country rock, ani 
diamonds. These minerals form the so-called ‘theart’’ at the 
Inttom of the sieve, while the rest is principally composed 
of white quartz and chalcedony or variegated agate. 

As the specific gravity of the diamond holds an inter- 
mediary position between those ot quartz, olivine, and some 
of the other minerals mentioned, not all the diamonds would 
settle at the bottom of the sieve, It was therefore found 
necessary to improve both the preparatory and washing 
processes. For this purpose the material was first dried 
before sieving, and shaking screens were introduced. — A 
turther improvement was made with revolving screens, con- 
sisting of a conical screen of different gauges revolving round 
a slightly inclined shaft. 

by means of cams and dropping weights, promoting jerks, 
the meshes were kept clear of the fine sand and clay, but 
there was comparatively large wear and tear of the fine 
screen which covers the major portion of the drum by the 
huik of the material passing over it. On the other hand, 
the gravel, from one-sixteenth to three-eighths of an inch 
in grain, is classified in four or five sizes, and thus secured 
a much better jigging than with unclassified material. 

Machines in Use. 

ln order to reduce the inevitable irregularities arising from 
manual labour, and also to attain the treatment of a larger 
quantity of material by continuous work, various types of 
washing machines were tried, amongst others, rotary pans 
and hand-driven jigging machines. The former gave no 
satisfaction and were soon discarded, while jigging machines 
were universally adopted. Their action is based on the 
percussion jigger principle. Owing to the irregular working 
of the machine, a large loss of diamonds resulted, amounting 
to as much as forty per cent. more than with handwashing. 

Before the war the principal companies operating on the 
tields tried to devise more effective means to deal with the 
diamondifterous sands. The first success was obtained from 
a plant consisting of six separators. The capacity ot a plant 
ot twelve separators is about fifty cubie vards of classified 
gravel in 24 hours, and the loss in diamonds, especially of 
small-sized stones, has been estimated at 5 per cent. Since 
then the machines have been turther improved. 

ln spite of the tact that this separator was a marked 
suceess, the largest diamond company in South-West Africa 
continued experiments of their own for operating on an 
extensive scale by a central plant. As a result of these 
experiments the company decided to adopt a combination ot 
washing trommiuls, flat shaking screens for wet sieving, and 
a new viston jigger. The results obtained were far superior 
io those of other systems. lor remote fields an easily trans- 
portable plant was designed, which is descisbed as a per- 
cussicn jigger with slow upward and quick downward move- 
nent of the screen, adapted to local conditions. 

(.A description of the diamond industry under German ad- 
ministration appears in a special article on ‘‘South West 
Atrica’’ on page 436 of this issue.) 


NETHERLAND WEST INDIES. 


LRON ORE DEPOSITS IN| SURINAM. 
(From the British Consul.) 
PARAMARIBO. 

lo searching tor bauxite, the Government mining engineer, 
prospecting on behalf of the Dutch Government, has dis- 
covered an important deposit of iron ore in the Nassau 
Mountains, on the Dutch side of the Marowyne River, which 
separates French from Dutch Guiana. 

It is stated, however, that the frequent series of dangerous 
falls would make water transport by the Marowyne River 
unupracticable, and the only alternative would be by a rail- 
way constructed from the Marowyne to Albina. 

The existence of iron ore in Surinam has been known for 
some time.- Tests have been made in some instances whici 
it is stated have proved satisfactory. [lt 1s proposed to ask 
the Netherlands Minister for the Colonies to send out a 
mining engineer for the purpose ot enquiring further into 
the existenée of iron ore in the colony, and the possibility of 
its exploitation. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
IRON AND STEEL PRICES. 

With reterence to the notice which appeared on page 421 
of the “Journal” of last weck on the prices of iron and stee] 
in the United States of America, a well-known British firm 
points ont that the ‘“‘ewt.”’ referred to for these prices is 
100 Th. av., and not 112 tb., as in this country. 

The price tor steel bars is 2-35 dols. per 100 Tb. 

elit iiaicaatiiens 
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Textiles. 


CANADA. 
DEVELOPMENT IN LINEN INDUSTRY. 


A 2,000,000 dois. linen industry is to be established j, 
Western Ontario, using the flax acreage in that part of the 
province, 

London, Ontario, it is stated, is presenting clainis for th. 
location of the factory. 

The establishment of such an industry is said to be the 
immediate result of the Government’s policy in giving 4 
bounty tor the spinning of textiles from flax grown jy 
Canada. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 
ZULULAND COTTON GINNING PLANT. 


Atter nearly a year of preparation the first cotton ginning 
plant has been opened about two miles to the south 9} 
Amatikulu. The plant includes an 80-saw gin—the largest 
kind on the market—with a capacity of between 1,500 Jb. 
and 1,600 Ib, lint in an eight hours’ day. This quantity 
represents 24 tons of seed cotton. 

The company responsible for this enterprise contemplates 
introducing its own process of baling cotton lint. With this 
process it is stated that a bale will be increased by 50 per 
cent. over and above the results at present obtained by the 
hydraulic pressure applied at the wool marts in Durban. 

According to an expert opinion, the Province, owing to 
improved transport by rail and road, will be able to grow 
cotton as cheaply as in any part of the world. In America 
the average yield of lint per acre is estimated at 195 lb., bu 
in Zululand that figure had been exceeded by about 109 [h. 


JAPAN (Corea). 
DEVELOPMENT OF COTTON CULTIVATION. 


The first stage in the Government-General’s programne 
tor the encouragement of cotton growing in Corea, whieh 
aimed at the extension of the avea under cultivation to 
245,000 acres (subsequently reduced to 208,000 acres, when 
it was tound that Saishu Island, south of Corea, was u.- 
suitable), having been brought to a successtul conclusion. 
the second part of the scheme, which aims at a still further 
expansion, Is, according to the ‘Seoul press, now being 
begun. 

In 11S the area under cultivation reached nearly 220,(b) 
acres, and the crop ot new cotton amounted to slightly over 
100,000,000 |b., which realised the amount estimated. Bu 
this amount being only a small fraction of Japan’s demand, 
need for turther extension of cotton cultivation is felt. It 
is desired to make Corea the main source of Japan’s supply 
of cotton, and thereby to enable her spinning and weaving 
industries to be independent ot foreign supplies. 

The six Provinces of North and South Zenra, North and 
South Keisho, North and South Chusei, are considered 
suitable for American cotton, and the four Provinces oi 
Keikido, Kokaido, North and South Heian-do for native 
cotton. By the end of 1928 it is planned to have under 
cultivation an area of some 250,000) acres planted with 
American cotton, and 85,000 acres with native cotton; tota 
$39,000 acres. ‘The possible cultivable area, it is. stated, 
should) eventually reach 625,000 acres if the methods of 
cultivation are improved, and an annual production of 
333,000,000 Ib. of raw cotton is aimed at. 

The following table shows the estimated annual prodw:- 
tion of cotton in Corea at the end of the second period et 
encouragement of cotton growing (1928). 

















Raw. Ginned., 
Ib. lh, 
American cotton ...... 265,000,000 $7,000,000 
Native cotton ......... 68,000,000 20,000,000 
a eres 333,000 O00 


107 000,000 





MEXICO. 
THE COTTON SITUATION. 

The 1915 cotton crop in the Republic, according to an 
estimate made in January by the British Trade Board, 
expected to yield about 90,000 to 100,000 bales, against au 
estimated consumption for the year of about 70,000 bales— 
taking into consideration that there are many mills out 0! 
commission in consequence of the revolution and_ labour 
troubles. In former years native production was about 50,0 
bales, but there was considerable importation from the 
United States to supply any deficiency. This year, however, ! 
is not expected that there will be any cotton imported from 
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jue States in consequence of the price ruling there being 
higher than that of the native product. | a 

~Yexico will therefore have to depend solely upon 1ts OW n 
oduct, Which, from the most careful estimates, will allow 


the exportation of surplus. It is estimated that there 
: lus of 20.000 bales, which will be available for 


vill be a surplus OF ; . 
-portation. This is the same estimate as that made by the 
ep , 


Mexican Government in their decree relating to the —_ 
‘ation of the fibre, which was to the effect that they woul 
rant under certain conditions licences for export up to 
Ore , 
31,000 bales. 

These licences are, 

ire time to consummate. 
require time t 7 a / 
seas houses, who are considering this question of the 
ar; apres ; 
oscibilit¥ of export to Europe. 
Export DIFFICULTIES. 

{hough the price in the Republic is at the present moment 
nsiderably less than that ruling in the I nited States, -_ 
(OLS < oe - i = e w. : . 
could under ordinary circumstances permit of export to th 
: : ~~ : ‘ ° « . 
Tnited States at a profit to the local dealers, this year it 1s 
as the Texas authorities have placed a quaran- 
pre- 


however, difficult to obtain and 
Some have been granted to the 


| 


ssible 
ongeoec eae Mexican cotton in consequence of the : 
-alence of the ‘“‘guzano rojo” which has appeared in the 
Vesican fields and has damaged the fibre to ——— 
this prevents the shipment to all points of the , _ ( ae 
with the exception of Boston, where there is a umigat f 
that can treat the cotton, eliminating the dange1 - 
the pest. In consequence ot the above ee a 
Mexican producer has been forced to look clsew vom | . = 
dispusal of his cotton and has turned to Europe as a lkel: 


plant 


—— is also another factor that makes it a 
realise upon his product as early as possible, that being - 
auestion of finance. In consequence ot the re ray of 
the banks, no financial assistance can be obtained to ” ray 
the costs of production, and the producer has to depend upon 
: narket. . 
Se torond to realise upon his cotton as early as possible, 
this preventing him from holding same for a —_— peer, 
or being able to shipggn his own account to t 16. —— o 
markets and await the liquidation until the arrival at its 
destination. These circumstances have a tendency to force 
down the price of the Mexican cotton, 
TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES. 

Regarding the question of export, there appear the follow- 
“ __As the cotton district is in the Northern part 
of the Republic, it has to be sent down to the nearest - 
Tampico, from the producing district ol the State 0 
Coahuila, This has been rendered necessary 1n consequence 
of the disturbed state of the country. It entails risks and 
time, and in many cases the cotton has to be transported in 
the equipment supplied and owned by the exporting house 
itsell, which is the means of transport generally used now 
throughout the Republic where transport 1s to an eons 
upon, as the rolling stock of the railroads themselves has 

‘educed to a minimum. 
gece on arrival at the port, it must be beyond doubt that 
there will be a steamer to take off without delay, as the cost 
of holding it in storage and the insurance would tend to 
materially lessen the chance of the venture being profitable. 
The calling of the steamer at the port depends at present 
upon the freight offering, whilst the latter in its turn de- 
pends upon the rates to be charged. Until steamship owners 
can decide that their steamers will actually call upon a 
certain date, more or less, at the port, it will not be possible 
for the merchant to collect his cargo at that port, for fear of 
delay and loss because of inadequate storage facilities, etc. 

The general difficulties presented above apply equally to 
the other products offering, though they are of less bulk as 
well as of less risk to damage by climatic conditions. 
Promptness of the despatch is essential at the present when 
markets are dropping. | a 

Finally, direct shipments to Europe are becoming increas- 
ingly difficult, as much of the trade is in the hands of the 
agents in New Orleans. Toa great extent the movements of 
boats are subject to their orders. This places Mexican 
business in a subservient position to that of New Orleans. 

There is the further problem of boats calling and loading 
at various ports on their way out to Mexico, with the conse- 
quent uncertainty that on arrival there will be sufficient 
space reserved for the freight offering. | 

The question of the production of Mexican cotton should 
be of particular interest to the British market, as Mexico will 
probably produce permanently more than is required for 
local consumption, leaving a considerable quantity available 
for export, especially if British financial institutions would 
assist the farmer. . . 

An article dealing with cotton-growing in the Laguna 
district appeared in the ‘Journal’ last week. 


ing factors: 


- 
—— 
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The Central European 
Powers. 


GERMANY. 








METALS. 
INCREASES IN THE PRICES OF IRON. 

The Steel Works Union has decided on a further increase 
of 100 marks per ton in the price of iron, thus making an in- 
crease of 200 marks per ton since Ist January, 1919. The 
new prices (in marks per ton) are as follow :— 

(a) Half products: rough ingots 385, rolled ingots 390, 
billets 400, platines 405—all in Thomas quality, 
for Martin-Siemens quality a further 25 marks is 
added. 

(4) Figured iron 420 at Diedenhofen plus dealer’s profit. 
Bar iron has been raised by 100 at Oberhausen or 
Neunkirchen by the Bar Iron Union, and now 
stands at 435, hoop iron is raised to 490 by an in- 
crease of 125. Finished goods may be expected to 
rise by at least 125-150. The Thin Sheet Rolling 
Works have raised the price for trade thin sheet 
by 150. ; 

Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung states that the West Ger- 
man tron Traders’ Union has decided on an immediate in- 
crease in the prices of all kinds of bar, hoop, and sheet iron. 

DECLINE IN THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE STEEL 
WORKS. 

During February the productive capacity of the works of 
the German Steel Works Union, so tar as they lie outside 
the occupied zone, decreased still further. Rolling mills 1- 
ceive an entirely inadequate supply of half-products ; those 
producing the finer qualities of steel are for the most part 
closed down, The lack of half-products is largely due to 
the elimination of the works in south-west Germany, Lor- 
raine and Luxemburg. The ouiput of these works is greatly 
reduced: but if their half-products were at the command 
of the Union the situation would be materially relieved. 
Upper Silesia no longer supplies half-products, and only a 
negligible quantity is to be had from the Martin works. 
There is slight prospect of improvement at present ; in fact. 
the supply of half-products is likely to become still worse, as 
the large Thomas works in Rhenish Westphalia are faced 
with increasing diificulties with regard to ore. 

The situation as far as concerns figured iron is little better. 
lhere is no demand from engineering works, and not much 
trom the building trade. From truck-building works, cn 
the other hand, the demand is extensive and urgent; but 
here deliveries are poor. The Rhenish-Westphalian works 
labour under the same difficulties, which limit the output 
of half-products, and the impossibility of obtaining girders 
trom the occupied districts is stili more severely felt. The 
possibility of improvement depends largely on a speedy sup- 
ply of minette ore. 

Considerable orders for permanent way material have been 
received from the State railways; and foreign contracts are 
also in arrears. Tramway rails are in small demand now. 
but in the spring many towns will be improving their sys- 
tems to provide employment, and more business is expected. 
Trade in mining rails is normal. The prices of permanent 
way material have been raised 100 marks per ton.— 
(Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten.) 

ZINC SUPPLY. 

Zine is one of the tew raw materials of which Germany 
had an adequate supply during the war. The total German 
zine output from home and foreign ores was :—— 








Tons. 
FESR en a nT en a about 280,000 
PED. siidadinkidintheaseninausiusiwentuiias “ 56,000 
a », 836,000 
at eas reteset ian ona NO ere LEA », 105,000 
231 ,000 


INLAND CONSUMPTION OF RAW ZINC. 


Of this a considerable quantity wes used by the German 
export trade and went abroad in the shape of half products 
and finished goods. In 1913, the amount smelted was about 
260,000 tons foreign (mostly Australian) zine ores with 40 
per cent. metal content, yielding 103,000 tons zinc, and 
about 541,000 tons home zine ores with 32 per cent. metal 
content, yielding 175,600 tons zinc. During the war German 


zinc smelting was almost entirely dependent on home 
supplies. The raw zine output of the War Raw Material 
Section was :— 
Tons. 
Es diiiicliiadivainiinians tenes about 196.500 
er poidaanepaitnnis ., 186,500 
EEE: ee 198,000 (to October). 
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lication of its periodical reports. These publications were 
suspended in the second week of the war, and the public hax 
only twice since received any information concerning the 
financial position of the bank, viz., the reports for 1917 ang 
for 1918. The present report published on 2nd February 
shows an increase of the State debt since 3lst December; 
L918, by 792 millions. The credit on securities (Lombard 
kredit) has increased by 76 millions and has now reached 
total of 9; milliards, On the other hand the holding of 
treasury bills has decreased by about 68 million kronen, 

The circulation of bank-notes shows an increase of about 
600 millions and has now reached the sum of 37-1 milliards 
Bu'lion (gold, foreign bills, and silver) amounts to 399 
inillions, and has declined by 4:07 million kronen since 3lgt 
December. 

The following table shows the actual position of the bank 
on 2nd February, 1919 :— 


This fully covered war needs. At present the home zinc pro- 
duction exceeds the demand. Although the demand for zinc 
will increase with the resumption of normal economic con- 
ditions, and particularly the export trade, there will be no 
necessity, for some time to come, to import either zinc ores 
or the finished material.—(Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) 


INDUSTRY. 
CONDITIONS IN THE MACHINE INDUSTRY. 

Owing to the precipitate demobilisation, the German 
machine industry is in a precarious state. Factories work- 
ing at the highest pressure on army contracts have been com- 
pelled to change to a peace footing without respite. Al- 
though the cance.lation of important military contracts 
freed considerable quantities of iron and steel for peace re- 
quirements, instead of the anticipated rush of work, unem- 
ployment is prevalent everywhere. The principal causes for 
the dearth of important peace orders are: (1) The short- 
ige of raw ates (as in the textile trade). This, together Aesote. ee or 
with the coal shortage, not only prevents the closed down Bullion— 
factories from re-opening, but provides no incentive for the Gold coins and gold in bars ... 262.016 


sere eeeeer eee eee ens 














acquisition of new machinery. (2) The mining, iron, and Bills and foreign notes ......... PES 19.978 
electric works, threatened with socialisation, show a natural Silver and token COINS ...........ccecccesseserecees 56,956 
ieluctance to place orders. (3) Other industries are awaiting aan 
a general fali in prices or are covering their needs from old 338 950 
Army stock. (4) Special machines and iron constructions Notes of the War Loan Banks ............... AAG RO 
(bridges, halls, etc.) cannot be put in hand without the com- Discounted bil s, warrants, et. ...........ce000000.. 2.810014 
pletion of computations and drawings by technical experts. NE IN i oi wicscinsntittndnsincsiienenmadianiawes 9 257 938 
At present, therefore, the home demand is confined to loco- Old Austrian loans ..........ece5.5..-55-5. ACN ) 61.000 
motives, railway carriages, ships, and agricultural imple- Las t0the detelen Genes. 99 934600" 
ments and machines. The locomotive and truck factories Loans to the Hungarian Government mane 9 898 NNN 
have been working for weeks to fulfil the severe Armistice Securities ........cccccccccsscececoceceees Sele ines by 57 831 
‘onditions relative to the delivery of rolling stock, and hence LLL 975 639 
ire unable to satisfy the urgent home demands. Further- Holding of Austrian Treasury Bills ............... 584560 
more, the home market, deprived of East and West Germany, Holding of Hungarian Treasurv Bills 2 625 013 
is now too small to provide sufficient work for the greatly Other asscts ......................... ana 949.048 
enlarged machine factories. The foreign market, which in eae 
peace time absorbed on an average 25 per cent., in some cases 53.270.546 
50 per cent. and more, of German machinery, cannot be Thousands of 
reckoned on as an important factor in the near future. Liabilities. wham 
Through the embargo on the export of machinery the ex- ETE =a 210 000 
port trade, which in 1913 averaged 596,000 tons tothe value | Reserve funds ............ccceceeeeees alae anailite 42 000 
f 651 million marks, declined in 1918 to about 90,000 tons (Notes .oo.cocc cece cccccccccccccccccececcucceucucceseceeece. 37 106.985 
to the value of 224 million marks, (Judging by the weight Current accounts ...........ccee8 Tee eT ER 7.131 004 
figures, the decline is actually much greater, owing to in- DIMEN. 3h: saddnsuciincanncioiubiubeinsoldepiueses 29,279 
‘reased cost of production.) Although the export restrictions Treasury Bills .........cccccceceeceeceeeee ited eas ” 911 573 
have been greatly mitigated, it is very doubtful whether, III ssinssicnessscvicnicaanncsneniceniins senaialaiiinii 1,296,705 
with the present price of raw materials and the high wages Rann 
asked, Germany will be in a position to compete on the 53.270 .546 
neutral markets.—(Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) pre 
STATE OF THE GLASS INDUSTRY. Tax free note reserve ............. selatwsintntadeeaencatediie 2.009858 
Reports from the various Chambers of Commerce state —(Pester Lloyd). 
that owing to the coal shortage the glass industry is declin- MINERALS 
ing considerably. Unemployment is on the increase. It is . MINERAL WEALTH 
expected that the factories in the Rudolstadt and Schwarz- Dis Deoteitic Mosmsine Zoituna ito, on ania 
burg-Rudolstadt districts will be comp'etely shut down at the fen a tack bee Be. Gerth of enn aren ieee atumendl, 
Cologne reports that the manufacture ing information on the mineral wealth of the former Austro- 








beginning of March. 
of mirror glass is at a standstill. In the Oppeln district, the Hungarian Empire. 
works are running with a_ limited number of smelting In German Bohemia the rich deposits of wolfram and 
turnaces. The Saxon glass industry has ceased almost en- radium. in Southern Bohemia, the graphite mines, would be 
tirely owing to lack of coal.—( Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) ‘nvaluable to German industry. German Austria is rich in 
GLOOMY PROSPECTS OF THE COTTON TRADE. iron and does not lack graphite for the iron industry. The 
The annual report of the ‘‘Mech. Baumwollspinnerei u. molybdenum and anicksilver mines will donbtless come into 
Weberei Bamberg ”’ gives a gloomy picture of the prospects the possession of the Slovenes. Should the Czechs retain 
of the cotton industrv. Unless there is considerable im- Slovakia and the Rumanians Transylvania, the future 
provement in the supplies both of coal and raw materials, the Magyar State wi!l contain practically no mineral wealth, 
whole of the German cotton industry will shortly be in a whereas Rumania wil! become a rich land. Owing to the 
most precarious condition. Peace will natura!ly have a great considerable amount of metal which had to be imported for 
offect on the position, since the moment the frontiers are the normal needs of the Empire, its metal balance was vn- 
again open England and Switzerland, possibly also Italy favourable. The metals may be divided into the four follow- 
and America, will endeavour to dump their large stocks of | ing categories, according to the proportion obtained from 
finished goods on the German market. Unless the German | home production :— 
Government takes steps to regulate the prices of foreign (1) Iron, antimony, quicksilver, radium. 90-100 per cent. 
goods bv the interposition of a purchasing avency between was supplied by home production and the country 
the foreign producer and the consumer, the German manu- was absolutely independent of foreign supplies. 
facturer w'll be unable to exist. Moreover. if the 46-hour (The gold computations are not quite clear, It is 
week is not made general throughout all industrial countries, known, however. that Hungary in particular con- 
nothing ean be done to prevent the dumping of foreign tained considerable gold deposits.) 
cotton goods. and the German cotton trade must collapse. — (2) Lead. 50-99 per cent. was supplied by home produc- 





It mvst, therefore. he one of the most ureent tasks of the 
Peace Commission to secure the import of American cotton 
as soon as possithle. since no snhstityte con take its place 
permanently.—(Miinchner Neweste Nachrichten.) 


AUSTRI4-HUNGARY. 








FINANCE, 
REPORT OF THE AUSTRO-HUNGARTAN BANK. 
In arcordance with a long-cherished wish of industrial 
ircles the Austro-Hungarian Bank has resumed the pub- 


tion. Practically independent of foreien supplies. 

(3) Zine and silver. 10-50 per cent. supplied by home pro- 
duction. The country was comparatively dependent 
on foreign sources. 

(4) Conner. tin, bismuth, arsenic, and platinum. Of these 
the home production was less than 10 per cent. of 
the entire needs of the country, which was absolutely 
dependent on foreion supplies. 

In the vears 1910-13 the total metal eonsnmption of 

Anctrin-Hunevary was 24,734,370 tons, to the value of 339 
million kronen. 
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a 


Customs Regulations and > 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF 
PRECIOUS STONES. 


The ‘New Zealand Gazette” of 9th January publishes 
, Customs notification, whereby general permission 1S 
sranted to export to or import from Great Britain and 
British possessions, France and French possessions, Italy 
and Italian possessions. and Portugal, unset diamonds. 

A further Customs Notification grants general permission 
-) export natural and synthetic sapphires and rubies to 
British possessions, France and French possessions. Ttaly 
and Italian possessions and Portugal. Such exportation is 
allowed to the United Kinedom under the provisions of an 
Order in Council dated 14th May, 1917. 














PROHIBITION OF TMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
EXPLOSIVES REVOKED. 

The “New Zealand Gazette’? of 16th January, contains 
ppv of an Order-in-Council, dated Sth January, 1919. re- 
coking the Order-in-Council of 22nd February, 1916, which 
orokibited the importation into New Zealand of explosives 
ontaining more than 50 per cent. of nitro-glycerine, 


GAMBI\., 
AMENDMENT TO CUSTOMS TARIEE. 


The “Gambia Government Gazette’ of 15th February 
eontains copy of a resolution passed by the Legislative Coun- 
oil of the Colonv on 14th February, 1919, amending the 
shedule to the Customs Tariff (Consolidation) Ordinance, 
1915. which specifies the goods exempt from duty on their 
importation into the lony. 

The amendment is as follows : — 


ScHEDULE B. 


. Produce, bona. fide of West Africa, including goods 
manufactured in West Africa entirely of any 
natura! product of West Africa, except rice, kola- 
nuts. salt. and starch.’’ 

[The word ‘salt’? has been added to the exceptions. | 


FOREIGN. 


BEI G?!! M. 


IMPORT OF SPIRITS STILL PROHIBITED. 

H.M. Minister at Brussels reports that the Beleian 
Arrété-Loi, of the 15th November, 1918 (see p. 755 of the 
‘Journal’ for the 12th December), is still in force, and that 
the importation of spirits, such as whiskv. brandy and gin, 
is prohibited. except when destined for the purposes sneci- 
ied in Art. 2 of she Arrété-Loi. Bv a Ministerial Decision 
the limit of aleoholic streneth of full-hodied and aromatic 
wines has heen provisionally raised from 15 to 21 degrees. 

H.M. Minister adds that the question of liquor control in 
Belgium is under consideration, and a Bill on the subject 
has heen syhmitted to the Chamher of Representatives. It 
is possible that the existing regulations may be modified in 
the near future. 


FRANCE (‘Medadgascar). 
STATISTICAL TAX. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Ofice, of copy of an Arrété of the Governor-General of 
Madacascar and Denendencies. dated the 23rd January and 
published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel”? of Madagascar for the 
Ist February. which nrovides that :— 

Art. 1.—There shall be levied a statistical tax of 20 cen- 
umes per nackave on merchandise in casks. cases. sacks or 
other packing; 20 centimes per 1.000 kilogs or per cubic 
netre on merchandise in bulk: 20 centimes ver head on 
horses, cattle. sheep. goats and pigs, living or dead. 

This tax wi'l he levied both on imports and exports, what- 
‘ver he the origin or destination of the goods. 

Art 2.—The duty on merchandise in bulk cannot he levied 
Pronortinnately : the whole duty (99 centimes) must be paid 
on fractions of a metric ton or cubic metre. — 








“97 

















Art. 3.-.The Arrété of the 9th February, 1910, whieh | 
stabliched the dnty ner ton on manioc, whatever be the | 
Manner of packing, is maintained. : 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES — 
continued. 





The exceptions from the general rule of levying the duty 
per package on packed merchandise and per metric ton on 
merchandise in bulk are the same as those fixed for France 
by Decree of 14th May, 1910, and are set out in the schedule 
annexed to the present Arrété. 

A copy of the schedule (in French) may be inspected by 
British traders interested, on application, at the Enquiry” 
Room, Department of Overseas Trade. 





MEXICO, 





SURTAX ON IMPORTS BY PARCEL 


The ‘Diario Oficial’? for the 9th January contains a 
Decree, dated the 7th January, and effective as from the 
15th, providing that all dutiable goods imported or exported 
by parce! post shall be subject to a surtax of fifteen per cent. 
of the total amount of duty otherwise leviable. 


POST. 





TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 
The same issue of the ‘‘Diario’’ contains a further Decree, 
dated the 7th January, and operative as from the 10th, pro- 


viding for the following modifications of the Mexican Import 
Tariff : — 


Rate of 
Tariff Duty. 
No. Articles. Pesos. Cts. 
557 Caustic soda and caustic potash, kilog (gross) 0 05 


709 Hats known as ‘‘yipi-japa’’ (Panama hats), 

or imitations thereof, with fittings or 

ornaments, or without such, each............ 3 O0 

By virtue of the same Decree, exemption from import duty 
is accorded to carts, cars, wagons, motor lorries, and vehicles 
of all kinds not specially mentioned, of the kinds ineluded 
under Nos. 624-625 of the Tariff, as also to carriages and 
automobiles. not specially mentioned, of the kinds included 
under Tariff Nos. 627-629. Further, the exemption from 
duty covers all kinds of chassis with axles and wheels 
destined to be adapted to lorries for the transport of goods. 





EXPORT DUTIES MODIFIED. 
A further Decree of the 7th January modifies the export 
duties on certain articles as shown below :— 


New Rate of 


No, in Export Export duty. 


Tariff. Articles. Pesos. Cts. 
Cattle (export subject in each case to the ~ 
previous permission of the Ministry of 

Kinance): Kach. 
ILA. Animals of 3 YVEAFS OF MOPCO  ...cccccccccccccerese 20 00 
11f3. Anima’s of 2 years or less ................. comune 15 09 
11C. Animals of less than one year ............... Prohibited. 
Per 100 
kilogs. gross. 
hala aac cle ea 0 30) 
TT ON a eT ENE Rae See 0 30) 
Per 
Tobacco in the leaf :—- kilog. gross. 
ET Ee P e REPEE 0 2() 
139B Filler .......... iitbcacuega yidnaapsnmiiaaintaetidiad daa 0 20 
Per 100 
kilogs. gross. 
151 = Residue of hemequen ..............ccccccceccuceces 0 25 
217 Metal scrap, not specified (in the Tariff)...Prohibited. 
217A. Iron or steel scrap (export subiect in each 
case to the previous permission of the 
PeemIsEry OF PINGS). onccccscccsccsccccceseceese: 0 30) 
Per 
kilog gross. 
234C. Manufactured tobacco, shredded or not...... 0 20 





STAMP TAN ON ALCOHOL. 


The “Diario Oficial’ for the 18th Jannarv contains a Law, 
dated the 6th January, laying down revised provisions as to 
the stamp tax on alcohoiic heverages of national production 
or imported into Mexico. The Law is followed bv a Decree 
containing detailed regulations as to the procedure to be 
followed in collecting the tax, and the formalities to which 
mannfacturers are reavired to conform. The Decrees of the 
29th October, 1914, and 27th June, and 24th November, 1917, 
on the subject are abrogated. 

As regards imports, it is provided that wines, spirits, and 
other aleoholic hoverares of fereion ori~'n chall pav the 
stamp tax, on importation, at the rate of 70 per cent. of the 
import duty (not including the additional duty levied in 



































































CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued, 





‘infalsificable’’ paper). The goods subject to this stamp 
tax are those included in Nos. 520, 566, 567, 572, 573, 576, 
577. 578, and 570-571 (for cider). Imported beer (Tariff Nos. 
570-571), is to be subject to the stamp tax at the rate of 80 per 


) cent. of the import duty (not including the above-mentioned 
f additional duty). . 
: The text of the new Regulations (in Spanish) may be seen 


by British traders interested, on application, at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 





CONSUMPTION DUTY ON 


ALCOHOL. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Othce. of information from H.M. Agent at Tangier to the 
effect that the ‘‘Bulletin Officiel’’? for the 10th March pub- 
lished an Arrété increasing the consumption duty on alcoho! 
trom 300 francs to 600 francs per hectolitre of pure spirit. 

'Notr.—The duty was fixed at 200 francs by a Decree of 
June, 1916. See the notice at page 122 of the ‘‘Journal” 
{4r the 12th October, 1916; it was increased to 309 francs by 
a Decree of November, 1916.) 


INCREASE OF 


ti JAPAN (Corea). 





EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN MEDICINAL 
PRODUCTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of translation of Ordinance (No. 15) ef the Govern- 
ment-General of Corea, dated the 5th February, which pro- 
vides that :— 

Art. 1.—Until further notice, persons wishing to export 
any of the following medicinal articles, must give the follow- 
ing details and obtain a permit from the Chief of Police: 
name of medicine, quantity, ports of exportation and 
destination, name and address of consignee and trade name. 
The same applies to persons wishing to re-export medicines 
mentioned in paragraph No. 1 below, which are in bonded 
warehouses. 

1. Morphine and other alkaloids of opiwn, chemical com- 
pounds thereof and medicines containing the same, opium 
and mannfactures thereof. and medicines containing it. 
hvdrochlorate of cocaine. 

2. Sulphate of quinine, hydrochlorate of quinine, 
antrpyrin, pyramidon, thymol, santonin, guajacolum car- 
honicum, radix scopoliae, sandal wood oil, and radix filicis. 





The Ordinance took effect from date of issue (5th 
i" February). 
} PARAGUAY. 

EXPORT DUTY ON QUEBRACHO ENTRACT 


REDUCED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that, in accordance with 
«a Decree dated the 7th February, the export duty on que- 
bracho extract exported from Paraguay has been reduced, as 
from the 15th February. from 5 dollars to 3 dollars (gold) 
per metric ton. 





SPAIN. 
EXPORT DUTIES ON CERTAIN GOODS. 


With reference to recentenotices in the ‘‘Journal’’ respect- 
ing a system of export control established by the Spanish 
Government, and the rates of export duty to be levied on 
certain commodities, the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid,” for the 2nd 
March, publishes a Royal Order, dated the 28th February, 
fixing new rates of export duty, as follows, from the Ist 
March :— 





Per metric quintal. 


Pesetas. 
i I I sll ire cuausiealindl 11 
ED issn cccnebckdnsenwesivesounusenees 10 
I oon st padnbuninniinsuhecaaoukiien 7 
IEE - ah iicieceemsnicinasss dentireminnsidmbaideiniblies 45 
itil cial a ica gs euanceienunamimasiiaelaananieh 48 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION 
RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS, 











The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export will be brough; 
into force as trom to-day. : 

Further relaxations will be announced in subsequent issyes 
of the ‘‘Journal.’’ | 

KX PORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The tollowing is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
to each. In explanation of the changes it should be nota 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations. and 
goods on List B to all destinations outside the Britis) 
Kmpire., while goods cn List C are prohibited only to coun. 
iries neighbouring enemy countries.* 

it will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
hv these modifications. 

[Notre.—Attention is called to the fact that by ihe 
Proclamation of the ist October, 1918, all qoods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter, accom. 
panied by personal effects, and the goods on the Export Free 
List published in the ‘Journal’ of 20th March) are pro- 
hibited on List C.} 

HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading. Krom. To. 
denis titans adnan ielobamnnenioinn B C 
ne A C 
Hemp ropes, old jaanila ................. nee B 5 
EE Nile sp caelint tia Caa cust Kdknmecedadeibiids A C 
ED eT eT Te aD B C 
Jute rags, except rooting telt ME  chvcccentcs 5 C 
ET AER Pe eC eT re oe A C 
Sackings, old — oe B + 


Secds, the following :— 


BN erik ds etek edinei se haemiieenRebas A ( 
is bce aaa Hage cauueloneal A c 
DEY "Akleittolnansaiiicooloummmaneomisenmmannes A C 
I ao a ao teul iale See eel A C 
CS re A C 
I ecto cede cues A C 
Marigold A C 
CT a ac te ae ee A C 
al al ade eR Sica la, A (' 
Turnip jeasiauies A C 
Vetch or tare A C 
Wire rods hatiwnd icueniibennennaiiiiiabe A C 
HEADINGS ALTERED. 
| Delete. Substitute. 
(A) Copper, whether refined (A) Copper and _ alloys of 
or unrefined, unwrought, copper. 
wrought or partly (C) Bars, circles, _ plates, 
wrought, of all kinds rods, sheets, strip, 


tubes, etc., of copper or 
copper alloys. 


wnd descriptions, includ- 
ing brass, bronze, yellow 
metal, and all other 
alloys of copper. 
The following headings, viz. :-— 
(‘B) Potassium bicarbonate and mixtures containing potas- 
sium bicarbonate. 
(B) Potassium cyanide and mixtures containing potassium 
cyanide. | 
(B) Potassium perchlorate. 
(B) Potassium prussiates and inixtures containing potassiwn 


prussiates. 
(B) Potassium chlorate and mixtures containing potassium 
chlorate. 


are deleted from the list of prohibited exports in view of 
the fact that they are already covered by the heading :-- 
(B) Potash salts and mixtures containing such potash salts 
not otherwise prohibited. 
*All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in 
other Foreign Countries in Europe and on the Mediter- 
ranean, except France and French Possessions, Italy and 
Italian Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Serbia. 
Roumania, Iceland, and the Faroe Islands, Spain and 
Morocco, Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as far east as the 
Hejaz railway inclusive, Czecho-Slovakia, Alsace-Lorraine, 
and the portions of Austria-Hungary and territories on the 
left bank of the Khine in the occupation of the Armies of 
the Associated Governments, and to all ports in any such 
foreign countries. 
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gOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





In accordance with the terms of an announcement made 
py the Board of Trade on Friday, 28th March, an Order of 
Council was issued on Tuesday, Ist April, 1919, adding gold 
sin and bullion to List A of prohibited exports, and trans- 
ferring gold leaf and liquid gold, including gold paint, gold 
enamel, gilding solution, and all other pigments containing 
gold from that list to List C of prohibited exports. 





TRADING WITH POLANT). 


The Board of Trade have issued the following General 
Licence :— 

Whereas by Royal Proclamation relating to Trading with 
the Enemy, dated the 9th day of September, 1914, it was, 
amongst other things, declared as follows :— 

“The expression ‘enemy country’ in this Proclama- 
tion means the territories of the German Empire and 
of the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary, together 
with all the Colonies and Dependencies thereof”? ; 

And whereas it was also declared by the said Proclamation 
that from and after the date of the said Proclamation the 
persons therein referred to were prohibited from having 
certain transactions with any person or body of persons of 
whatever nationality resident or carrving on business in an 
enemy country: 

And whereas it was further declared by the said Proclama- 
tion as follows :— 

“Nothing in this Proclamation shall be taken to pro- 
hibit anvthing which shall be expressly permitted by 
Our Licence, or by the licence given on Our behalf by 
a Secretary of State, or the Board of Trade, whether 
such licences be especially granted to individuals or he 
announced as applving to classes of persons’’ ; 

And whereas bv Proclamation dated the 8th day of 
October. 1914, the 7th dav of January, 1915, and the 14th 
day of Sentember, 1915. the said Proclamation, dated the 
%h dav of Septemher, 1914, was amended as in those Pro- 
elamations set forth: 

And whereas it is desirable to grant the licence herein- 
after appearing: 

Now. therefore, the Board of Trade, on behalf of His 
Maiesty, and in pursuance of the Powers reserved in the 
said Prociamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling, do hereby give and grant licence to all persons and 
hodies of persons resident carrying on business or being in 
the United Kingdom to trade and have commercial and 
{nancial transactions with persons or bodies of persons 
resident or carrying on business in Poland. 

Provided always that any licence which may be necessary 
in respect of anv transaction under any prohibition of export 
or prohibition of import for the time being in force in the 
United Kinedom, or in respect of anv remittance of money 
out of the United Kingdom covered by Regulation 41 D. of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, is first obtained: 

Provided also that this licence shall not permit any person 
or body of persons to pav to any person or body of persons 
resident or carrving on business in Poland anv sum of mony 
which by the terms of the Trading with the Enemy Amend- 
ment Acts, 1914 and 1915, or either of them, is required to 
be paid to the Custodian appointed under the Trading with 
the Enemy Amendment Act, 1914, but such sums of money 
must he paid to the said Custodian, 

Provided further that this licence shall not permit any 
person or body of persons to pay or deliver to any person or 
body of persons resident or carrying on business in Poland 
any sum of money or propertv of which prior to the date 
hereof notice has heen or oucht to have been given to the 
said Custodian under the said Acts or either of them. 





RUSSIAN POLAND ANI) FSTHONIA. 

A General Licence. in connection with the resumption of 
trade with Russian Poland and Esthonia, has been issued 
by H.M. Treasury as follows :— 

A General Licence under Regulation 41nn of the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations is hereby granted by the Treasury 
to all persons engaged in banking, bill discounting. or any 
transaction in foreign moneys of exchange, or any business 
of a similar nature, to do. or to allow to be done, through 
him or through anv account kept by him, any transaction 
whether or not involvine the sendine of money, credit. or 
securities, ont of the Tnited Kingdom necessarv for the 
purpose of financine the movement of merchandise to or 
from Russian Poland and Esthonia. 





EXPORTS OF TRON AND STFET, AND 
MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 

The Board of Trade announce that the following is the 
Present position as regards the necessity for obtaining 
licences and onarantees in connection with exports of iron 
and steel and manufactures thereof : — 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





1. Goods for which both licence and guarantee are re- 
quired : -— 

(a) High-speed steel and manufactures thereof. 

(b) Arms and munitions and their components and 
accessories. 

(c) Tron and _ steel manufactures (other than 
machinery for which the special provisions at 
‘“d” and ‘‘e” apply) containing more than 10 
per cent. of other metals. 

(d) Textile machinery, including parts used ex- 
clusively in textile machinery. 

(e) Machinery other than textile containing more 
than 50 per cent. copper or brass. 

2. Goods for which licences are required but not 
guarantees : — 

(f) Tren and steel, unmanufactured, except high- 
speed steel. 

(z) Iron and steel manufactures prohibited by name 
on List A. or 

The requirement of licences in each case depends upon the 
classification of the goods in the prohibited list, i.e., whether 
ther are on List A, B, or C. 

The guarantees referred to are those usually required for 
exports to Scandinavia, Holland, Switzerland and Finland. 

3. All iron and steel manufactures not specified above may 
be exported without licence or guarantee. 

Copies of the prohibited list may be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Stationery Clerk, War Trade Department, and 
weekly amendments to the list are inserted in the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal.” 

Some exporters are probably in possession of outstanding 
iicences for goods in section (f) and (¢) above, which were 
issued before the introduction of the new regulations, and 
which provide for consignment to the Netherlands Overseas 
Trust or other Import Associations, Consignment direct to 
the consignee without the production of the usual guaran- 
tees will, however. be permitted in such cases notwithstand- 
ing the terms of the licence. 





EXPORTS TO OCCUPLED AREAS 
Lert BANK oF THE RHINE. 


The Board of Trade (Department of Export Restrictions) 
announces that the following modifications have been intro- 
duced into the procedure relative to the export of goods to 
the occupied areas on the left bank of the Rhine (see an- 
nonneement on page 370 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
of 20th March, 1919). 

1. As regards exports of goods mentioned in the following 
apnendix, the proposed consignee should approach the Allied 
Military Authority in the particular zone in which he resides 
for permission to import the goods he requires. At the same 
time he should communicate with the exporter in this 
country. The Allied Military Authority will in approved 
cases suhmit the application to the Inter-Allied Economic 
Committee at Luxemburg, who will consider the applica- 
tion, together with other similar ones received by them from 
other importers. If the Inter-Allied Economic Committee 
approve the application they will telegraph to the War 
Trade Department, who will then be prepared to grant an 
export licence provided the goods can be spared from the 
United Kingdom. Either the Inter-Allied Economic Com- 
mittee or the appropriate military authority will issue to 
the enemy importer a permit authorising the importation 
of the goods. This permit must be attached to the Bill of 
Lading on the export of the goods from this country. The 
permit should then be produced to the appropriate military 
authorities on the arrival of the goods in the occupied area 
as evidence that their importation has been duly authorised. 
Where is is desired to despatch the goods in instalments, the 
permit must be produced to the War Trade Department, and 
separate certificates in respect of each instalment will, on 
apnlication, be furnished by the War Trade Department as 
evidence that the original permit is retained by them, so 
as to allow of the goods being desnatched in instalments. 

2. ‘‘Free’’ goods (see list in ‘Board of Trade Journal’ 
of the 20th instant, p. 394) may continue to be exported 
without licence from the War Trade Department and with- 
out anv form of Military Import Permit. 

3. Although it will not be necessary to obtain an Import 
Permit from the Military Authorities in the Orcupied Areas, 
goods not specified at (1) and (2) above will still require 
licences from the War Trade Department before they can 
he exported from the United Kinedom. 

4. All goods may be despatched by any available route at 
the option of the exporter, and it is recommended that the 
sale should take place c.i.f. North European port. Where 
goods, other than ‘‘Free”’ goods, are despatched via Holland. 
thev must he consiened in the first instance to the Standard 
Bank of South Africa, Rotterdam. This procedure will 
obviate the necessitv for the production of Netherlands 
Overseas Trust Certificates. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —cv tinued. 





5S. Arrangements have been made with the Censors for 
the passage of all commercial letters and cables to and 
| from the occupied territories relating to the supply of goods 
¢ thereto. 
6. In suitable cases the Department of Overseas Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2, is prepared to support applica- 
b, tions for passports for traders desirous of visiting the 
i cccupied areas 
APPENDIX. 
Metals— 
Aluminium. 
Antimony. 
Asbestos. 
Mica. 
Copper. 
Manganese. 
Chrome- Wolfram, 
Cobalt 
Nickel. 
Lead. 
Zine 
fron 
Mercury. 
Tin. 
Arsenic. 
Platinum, bismuth, cadmiun 
Ansimals— 
Horses. 
Colts. 
Mules. 
Asses. 
Alcohol— 
‘ Absolute. 
: Fats for Industrial Purposes— 
| Linseed oil. 
Olive oil—refined. 
Almond oil (oleic acids). 
Rosin oil. 
Liquid fats and vegetable oils. : 
Animal oils (fish cil, ete.) 
Animal fats of all kinds. except raw bone fat. 
Fatty acids of all kinds not otherwise specified. 
| Tertiles— 
Raw cotton, waste and thread. 
Linen, hemp and ramie, waste and thread. 
Rope and cables, nets and other manufactures of rope. 
Jute and thread. 
Sik and siik manufactures- 
(‘ocoons. 
Silk waste. 
Combed silk. 
Raw silk. 
Silk flocks—thrown. 


W ool— 

| Raw wool, washed, dyed and waste. 
" Wooilen varn, alpaca yarn, mohair varn, camel hair 
“| yarn. 
ii Shins and Materials for Wearing— 

Buffalo skins and other skins raw, dressed. and yarn 
made of hair. 
; Vegetable fibres and all weaving materials, raw and 

spun. | 


Chemical Preparations— 
Carbon for electric light. 
Graphite in all its forms. 
White and red phosphorus. 
Phosphoric acid. 
Hides and Skins— 
Raw, cured or not cured. 
Tanned for saddlery and furs. 
or soles, waste and manufactures of hides. 
For shoe tongues and uppers. 
For harness. 
Transmission belting in all material except rubber. 
Resins and Rubber— 
Solid resin and soft resin for industrial purposes (resin, 
pitch, resin dry, turpentine, etc.). 
Gum, all kinds other than gum lac. 
Raw rubber and gutta percha. in blocks. lumps. and 
waste. 
Manufactured rubber. 
Celluloid, including manufactures of celluloid. 
Sulphur in blocks, lumps, powder and flowers 
Materials used for Manufactures of Explosives and 
Asnh yriating Gases—- 
Benzine. 
Nitro Benzine 
Glvcerine—toilet glycerine. 
Nitroglycerine, dynamite, melinite. 
Gun cotton, collodion, phosgene 
¢ ellulose. 





containing aceto- 
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Munitions tor firearms. 
Saltpetre and potassium soda. 
Sulphuric acid. 

Sundries— 
Oak bark, bark strips, quebracho wood. 
Alum, tannic acid, tannin, gallic acid. 
Kxtracts and substances containing tannin. 


— eee 


KNPORTS OF WOOL, YARKN, ETC. 

The Board of Trade announce that applications fo; 
licences to export the following materials to approved cop. 
signees will now receive consideration : — 

Blackfaced, East Indian, Low Welsh, Haslock, Carbonijs. 
ing and Carbonised Wool. 

Merino, Low Scotch and Low Foreign Noils. 

Persian Tops, prepared tops of 40’s quality and unde; 

Woollen and Worsted Yarns manufactured wholly or 
partially from wool. 

Wool waste. 

Applications should be made on the usual forms and should 
be addressed to the War Trade Department, 4, Central Build. 
inus, Westminster, London, S.W.1, except in the cases of 
consignments destined for France or Italy. Such applica. 
tions should be forwarded to the Secretary, Wool Section. 
Commission Internationale de Ravitaillement, India House. 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for transmission to the War 
Trade Department. 

Applicants should clearly understand that no promise js 
implied that a licence will necessarily be granted against each 
and every application, but where the agreed rations and 
allocations permit favourable consideration will be given to 
applications provided that, where such are necessary, the 
relative guarantees or recommendations issued by the ap. 
pointed authorities in the countries of destination are 
furnished. 





RAW COTTON. 


The Board of Trade draw attention to the notice appear- 
ing on page 120 of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ of the 
23rd January last, and announce that applications for ex. 
port licences will now receive consideration in approved cases 
in respect of all forms of raw cotton, Egyptian cotton in- 
cluded. 





EXPORTS BY PARCEL POST TO NEUTRAL 
COUNTRIES IN EUROPE. 


The Board of Trade announce that arrangements have now 
been made to allow exports by parcel post to neutral coun- 
tries in Europe, without the usual guarantees, provided the 
value of the parcel does not exceed £5. It should, however, 
he distinctly understood that this procedure is intended to 
apply to isolated transactions only, and that exporters cannot 
be allowed to despatch large numbers of parcels to the same 
consignee without the usual guarantees. 

This announcement does not modify the arrangement in- 
dicated on page 397 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of the 
20th March, 1919, whereby exports (without limit of value) 
may be allowed without guarantees when destined for the 
personal use of the consignee or his family. 





IMPORT RESTRICTIONS—GENERAL LICENCES. 
The following general licences have been issued since the 

publication of last week’s supplement to the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal’’ :—- 

Gold bullion. 

Rattans and Malacca Canes. 

Red Oxide of Iron. 

Tea. 


IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN ROUBLE NOTES. 

A Proclaination has been issued, dated 28th March, 
prohibiting ‘The importation into the United Kingdom ot 
all Rouble Notes (other than Rouble Notes issued by the 
Caisse d’Emission of the Provisional Government of 
Archangel.’’) 

It is provided that this prohibition shall not apply to any 
such Notes which are imported under licence given by or on 
hehalf of the Treasury and subject to the provisions and 
conditions of such licence. This prohibition took effect as 
from 28th March. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 
The following names are added to the list of persons and 
hodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to China 


may be consigned : — 
Darnell, H. B.. Peking. 
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Manufacturers Life Insurance Co. of Canada, Peking. 
Weyer and Measor, Shanghai. 
' The following mame is removed from the list cof persons 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to 
China may be consigned :— 
Chung Hang Company Dispensary, Canton. | | 
The following corrections are notified in the list of persons 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to 
China may be consigned :— 
Forbes, William and Co., Tientsin, 
should read 
Forbes, William and Co., Tientsin and Peking. 
Nordisk Fjorfabrik Ltd., Canton, 
should read 
Nordisk Fjerfabrik Ltd., Canton. 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 





COLD BLAST PIG LRON. 

The Minister of Munitions hereby gives notice that in 
eonsequence of an arrangement with the manufacturers, 
whereby certain existing subsidies payable on Cold Blast Pig 
Iron have been or are to be withdrawn, he hereby authorises 
an advance of lls. per ton in the maximum price to take 
effect on and after Ist April, 1919. This advance, added to 
the increase of 15s. which took effect on Ist January, will 
raise the maximum price for home sales to £10 8s. 6d. per 
ton, f.o.t. makers’ works. 

The export price remains unchanged at £11 12s. 6d. per 
ton, but the export drawback will be reduced by the amount 
of the increase in the home price. 








DEALINGS IN LEATHER. 
The Secretary of the War Office makes the following 
announcement : — 

With reference to the General Licence which has been 
issued by the Board of Trade authorising the importation 
into the United Kingdom of all articles on the list of pro- 
hibited imports when they are exported from, and are the 
produce or manufacture of any part, of the Empire, the 
Secretary to the War Office announces that dealings in 
Leather produced in and imported from the British Enipire 
are permitted without restriction, notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of the Army Council Order of 11th October, 1917. 

The Secretary of the War Office announces that a permit 
has been issued authorising dealings in Rough Tanned Goat- 
skin Leather and Tanned or Dressed Sheepskin Leather 
imported into the United Kingdom on and after 21st March, 
notwithstanding the provisions of the Army Council Order 
of llth October, 1917. 


HIGH-SPEED TOOL STEEL AND SCKAP. 
With reference to the Steel Supplies (Partial Suspension) 
Order, 1919, the Ministry of Munitions hereby gives notice 
that after the date of that Order all dealings in High-Speed 
Tool Steel and Scrap therefrom are unrestricted, and conse- 
quently the maximum prices applicable to these materials 
cease to be operative. 








STEEL SUPPLIES (PARTIAL SUSPENSION) 
ORDER. 
In reference to the following Orders made by the Minister 
ot Munitions, namely: 
The Steel Supplies (Metallurgica! Coke, 
Steel) Order, 1916, dated the 7th July, 1916. 
The Steel Supplies (Steel Scrap) Amendment No. 3 
Order, 1917, dated the 26th August, 1917. 
The Minister of Munitions hereby orders under date Ist 
April, as follows : — 

1. The operation of the said Orders is hereby suspended 
on and after the date hereof until further notice in so far 
as relates to high-speed tool steel and scrap from high-speed 
tool steel. 

2. Such suspension shall not affect the previous operation 
of the said Orders or either of them or the validity of any 
action taken thereunder or the liability to any penalty cr 
punishment in respect of any contravention or failure to 
comply with the said Orders or either of them prior to such 
‘uspension, or any proceeding or remedy in respect of such 
penalty or punishment. 

3. This Order may be cited as The Stee] Supplies (Partial 
Suspension) Order, 1919. 





Iron and 
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DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 








NUMBER OF MEN DEMOBILISED. 
The War Office annonunces that since the date of the 
Armistice the following numbers have been discharged or 
demobilised up to noon of 3lst March:— 

















Officers. Other Ranks. 
ND ns vcisessinsnonsemewis 65,859 1,941,572 
Discharged, medically unfit 108,315 
Discharged from Classes 
W.W. (T.) P. & P. (T.) of 
ee I cssansevccancuesns 144,351 
BE ncncgendecsnens 65,859 2,194,238 
POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST FOR CUBA. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘Journai’’ 
of last week, regarding the Consular Invoices required for 
parcels for Cuba, the Consul for Cuba in London states that 
these are necessary whenever the value exceeds £1 Os. 6d. 


CORRESPONDENCE FOR OCCUPIED GERMANY. 

Postal packets of all kinds, except parcels and insured 
letters, can now be accepted for transmission, subject to 
censorship, to all parts of Germany in Allied occupation. 
Such correspondence can be registered; but no guarantee of 
delivery can be given. The rate of postage for letters is 
24d. for the first ounce and 13d. for each ounce after. 

Correspondence addressed to places in Germany not in 
Allied cecupation will not be forwarded; and, in their own 
interests, therefore, senders of postal packets to Germany 
should take steps to ascertain that the places to which they 
are addressed are in Allied occupation. 


The principal towns in Allied occupation are : — 

British Zone.—Cologne, Bedburg, Benrath, Bensberg, 
Bergheim, Bergisch Gladbach, Blankenheim, Bonn, Briih] 
(Bz. Coln), Burscheid, Call, Deutz, Dollendorf, Diiren, 
Elsdorf (Rheinland), Engelskirchen, Euskirchen, Gemiind, 
Griifrath, Hellenthal, Hennef, Hilden, Hochkirchen, Hiirt- 
gen, Kalk, Kerpen (Bez. Coéln), Langerwehe, Lechenich, 
Leichlingen, Lindlar, Malmedy, Manderfeld, Meckenheim, 
Mehlem, Montjoie, Miilheim (Rhein), Miinstereifel, Nideg- 
gen, QOhligs, Okoven, Opladen, Overath, Rheinbach, Rom- 
merskirchen, Rétgen, St. Vith, Schleiden (Eifel), Schénberg 
(Kifel), Siegburg, Solingen, Wermelskirchen, Wiesdorf, 
Zons, Zulpich. 

American Zone.—Coblentz, Adenau, Ahrweiler, Altenahr, 
Andernach, Arenberg, Berncastel-Cues, Bitburg, Bleialf, 
Cochem, Conz, Daun, Dierdof, Echternacherbriick, Ehrang, 
Eller, Gerolstein, Hermeskell, Hillesheim (Eifel), Jiinke- 
rath, Kelberg, Kempenich, Kyllburg, Manderscheid, Mayen, 
Montabaur, Morbach, Moselkern, Neuerburg, Neuwied, 
Niederbreisig, Polech, Priim, Remagen, Rheinbrohl], Rhens, 
Saarburg (Bz. Trier), Schillingen, Siershahn, Sinzig, Stadt- 
kyll, Treis (Mosel), Treves (Trier), Ulmen, Waxweiler, Win- 


ningen (Mosel), Wittlich. 


I'rench Zone.—(In addition to places in Alsace-Lorraine). 
Alsheim, Alzey, Annweiler, Bacharach, Bad Ems, Bad Diirk- 
heim, Bingen (Rhein), Birkenfeld, Boppard, Bullay, Castel- 
laun, Caub, Cronberg, Darmstadt, Diez, Eltville, Enken- 
bach, Flonheim, Frankenthal (Pfalz), Gemiinden (Huns- 
ruck), Germersheim, Groszgerau, Hahn (Taunus), Heftrich, 
Hotheim (Taunus), Homburg (Pfalz), Kaiserslautern, Kirch- 
heimbolanden, Kreuznach, Landau (Pfalz), Landstuhl, Lan- 
genschwalbach, Lauterecken, Lebach, Mainz, Merzig, Nas- 
tatten, Neunkirehen, Neustadt (Haardt), Niederlahnstein, 
Nieder Saulheim, Nierstein, Osthofen (Rheinhessen), Otter- 
berg, Pirmasens, Riidesheim (Rhein), Saarbriiken, Saarlouis, 
St. Goar, St. Wendel, Simmerna, Sobernheim, Speyer, Strom- 
berg (Hunsriick), Tiirkismuhle, Waldfischbach, Wiesbaden, 
Winnweiler, Worms, Zell, Zweibriicken. 

Belgian Zone.—Aix \a Chapelle (Aachen), Aldekerk, Alden- 
hoven, Bochum, Cleve, Cornelimiinster, Crefeld, Dahlem, 
Diilken, Erkelenz, Eachweiler, Eupen, Carzweiler, Geilen- 
kirchen-Hiinshoven, Geldern, Goch, Grefrath (b. Crefeld) 
Grevenbroich, Heinsberg (Rheinland), Hiilchrath, Jiilich 
Kaldenkirchen, Kempen (Rhein), Linn, Mérs, Miinchen- 
Gladbach, Neuss, Odenkirchen, Randerath, Rheydt, Stein- 
aie Stolberg (Rheinland). Viersen, Wevelinghoven, 
Nanten 
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PARCEL POST TO GREECE. 
The rates of postage on parcels for Greece have been re- 
duced, and are now :-— 


s. d. 
For parcels not over 3 lb. ............ pepitbedecameds 2 4 
Over 3 ib., Sut mot over 7 Ub. ....0000.c00.00. 005: 2 8 
Over 7 ib. but not over Il Ib. ..................... 3.«O0 





PARCEL POST TO MENICO. 
The under-mentioned rates of postage will in future be 
charged on parcels for Mexico: — 
Parcels not exceeding 
3 Ib. 7 th. 11 Ib. 
ls. 8d. 2s. Sd. 3s. Sd. 
The limits of size for a parcel are 33 feet in length, 
breadth or depth, and six feet in length and girth combined. 





MAIL SERVICE TO CZRCHO-SLOVAKIA AND 
POLAND. 

Postal packets of all kinds, except parcels and insured 
articles, may now be sent, subject to censorship, to Czecho- 
Slovakia (Bohemia, Moravia, etc.) and Poland.  Corre- 
spondence can be registered, but no guarantee of delivery 
can be given. 

[t should be borne in mind that the mails will necessarily 
pass through enemy territory. and that information con- 
tained in letters sent to Czecho-Slovakia or Poland may pass 
into enemy hands. 





MAILS FOR ESTHONTA 
Postal packets of all kinds, except parcels and insured 
articles, can now be accepted for transmission, subject to 
censorship, to Esthonia. 


FOOD SECTION. 


PRICES OF BACON, HAMS ANID) RREEINED 
LARD. 


The Food Controller announces that on and after the 31st 
March, 1919, and until further notice, the following will be 
the prices at which agents for the Ministrv will sell Bacon, 
Hams, and Refined Lard imported by the Ministry. 

All prices are ex quay or ex store, and are for goods in 
original packages. The bacon and hams are green; that is, 
not smoked, dried or processed in any way. 








American. 


Cuts. Canadian. Class A. Class B. Class C. 
Wiltshires ........... . W74/- 170/- 169 / - 168 } - 
Cumberlands 171 /- 169 - 168 | - 167 | - 
Dublins ........... selenite 140 /- 139; - 138 / - 
Oe) | ee | 175/- 174; - 173 / - 
aw 8M BACKS ...............  - 168 / - 167 | - 166 | - 
English Cut Bellies ...... 176) - 175/- 174/- 
I anererstys ' 125 /- 124 f - 123 /- 
EY | | > renee — 164 /- 163 | - 162/- 
PN TEES dncensesecnse _ 168° - 166 ; - 165 /- 164 /- 

Pere eree 167 /- 166 | - 165 /- 


All Second Brands will be priced 3/- below the correspond- 
ing first brand. 
Refined Lard in 2/28 boxes .................. ..... 154/- 


By the Bacon and Ham (Prices) Order, 1919, the Food 
Controller fixes maximum prices for Bacon and Hams sold 
in Great Britain on and aiter the 3lst March, 1219. 

The Order provides :— 

A. Maximum wholesale prices for home-produced (in- 
eluding Irish) Bacon and Hams. 

B. Maximum retail prices for all Bacon and Hams (both 
imported and home-produced) as follows :— 


per Ib. 

s. d. 

Pale, Dried or Smoked, not to exceed ...... 2 4 
Other than Pale. Dried, or Smoked, not 

IEE. sinisg, etilcaihilicshicsin snthsetguntactesbalotiasbantes 2 24 

ED dtininancawcxrcdcsupbisenradauneies 2 43 

Smoked Bacon (skin off) ......................05. 2 6 


On sales of Bacon by retail in excess of 28lb. in one week, 
to one person, ld. less than the foregoing prices. 





PRICES OF CAKES AND MEALS 


The Food Controller has suspended, as from the Ist April, 
the maximum prices fixed for home-manufactured cakes 
and meals, imported cakes and meals, and compound cakes 
and meals, with the exception of all classes of cotton and 
linseed cakes and meals, in connection with which the 
question is still under consideration. 

The Food Controller, however, wishes it to be understood 
that if prices rise above reasonable limits, he will re- 
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impose immediately the original or reduced maximum prices. 
The requisition Order has also been suspended in respect of 
cakes and meals, except cotton and linseed, and importig 
firms may, therefore, purchase and import these articles 
ireely from abroad. The Food Controller has made arrange. 
ments to sell the whole of the Government stocks of seeds. 
nuts and kernels to the crushers of the United Kingdom, op 
such terms as will permit of a substantial reduction in the 
price of home-produced cattle cake at an early date. 





PRICES FOR 1919 GRAIN CROPS. 


The prices guaranteed by the Government for 1919 grain 
crops are as follows :— 
(1) Wheat. 71/11 per qr. of 480 lb. (or 75/6 per gr. 
of 504 Ib.) 
(2) Barley, 61/6 per qr. of 400 th. (or 68/103 per qr. of 
448 lb. 


(3) Oats, 44/1 per qr. of 312 Ib. (or 47/6 per qr. of 
336 Ib.) 


The guarantee applies to the proportion of the entire 
produce of each cereal normally sold, and not in respect of 
the proportion consumed on the farm. 


IMPORTED ONIONS—PRICES. 

The Food Controller has amended the Schedule of the 
Imported Onions Order. On and after the 7th April the 
maximum prices for first sale of Spanish Onions in packages 
have been reduced, and the maximum price for first sale of 
anv variety of imported onions otherwise than in packages 
will be 23s. 4d. per ewt., and the maximum price to be 
charged to the consumer will be 4d. per lb. 


REMOVAL OF LIVESTOCK FROM CONTROL. 

The Food Controller has decided to remove the whole of 
the present restrictions on the sale and distribntion of live. 
stock for slaughter on the 30th September, 1919, the date 
up to which prices to the farmers have already been 
announced, 

Assuming that supplies are sufficient, no rationing restric- 
tions will, after 30th June, be imposed upon the public 
demand for meat. There ts, however. a limit to the trans. 
port and slaughtering facilities available, and in the event 
of a rush of cattle to the markets, it mav be necessary to 
place a restriction on the number marketed in any par- 
ticular district. Tn any case, during the last month or two 
hefore the removal of control, instructions will be given to 
the Grading Committees in the markets to accept only stock 
which is fully mature or which is incapable of improvement 
by further keep. 





SHIPS’ STORES. 

The Food Controller annonnces that the Ships’ Stores Re- 
striction Order. December, 1917, has been amended. Under 
the amended Order it is not necessary for shipowners, ships’ 
masters, agents, and others to submit ships’ stores orders, 
except in the case of vessels going to ports in the followin 
conntries:—Germany, Norwav. Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
and Baltic countries. The Ships’ Stores Division, Ministry 
of Food. will continue to distribute provisions to the ships’ 
stores trade as heretofore. 





FASTER EGGS. 

The Feod Controller has issued a Licence permitting the 
sale of chocolate and other sweetmenats for Faster eggs or 
tovs, or other like articles, between 8th Anril and 23rd April, 
free from all the restrictions imposed by the Sugar Con- 
fectionery Order of 1917. 





BEANS, PEAS AND PULSFE. 


GENERAL LICENCE 

The Food Controller has suspended the Beans, Peas and 
Pulse (Retail Prices) Order, 1917, and Beans, Peas and 
Pulse of the kinds mentioned in the Order may now be sold 
and purchased, uncontrolled as to price. 

They must. however, be sold only by weight when sold in 
bulk, and when sold in packages certain particulars, includ- 
ing the net weight of the peas, beans or pulse, must be 
printed on the outside of the package. 

It is not proposed to issue the amending order announced 
on 8rd March, 1919, to fix reduced maximum prices, but 
retail merchants should adjust their prices so as to give 
effect to the reductions already made and announced by the 
Roval Commission on Wheat Supplies in the wholesale prices 
of these goods. 

[f the retail prices are not satisfactorily reduced, the 
Kood Controller will reimpose the Order, but with a lower 
scale of prices. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 
GENERAL SECTION. 








CHARTER RATES FOR GRAIN AND SUGAR. 


The Shipping Controller announces that the under- 
mentioned maximum tates have been fixed for British tramp 
steamers directed to charter with the Royal Commission on 
Wheat Supplies, and the Royal Commission on Sugar 
Supplies for cargoes to the United Kingdom on British 
Government account : — 

GRAIN. 


AUSTRALIA. 


Wheat 105 /- per 20 ewt. 
Flour mi , 105/— _,, - 
RMA. 
Beans, Rice - a - 75/-_ ,, 
RIVER PLATE. 

rley es es oe - - SP. 7 
sem ‘ - es i i ~~ es ws 
Oats oe eo o° os oe o* 93 /9 a si 
Wheat : 62 /6 


. 7 e . . . . . a. *e ! »”> > 

Cereals from Up River and Bahia Blanca 2/6 per ton extra. 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA. _ 

St. Lawrence, 


Northern Gulf. St. John and 
Range. Halifax. 
Barley ‘ .. 7/3 per 400 lb. 9/3 8/9 
Maize .. we .. 8/6 per 480 lb. 10 /6 10 /- 
Flour .. os .. 50/- per 20 ewt. 60/0 57 /6 
Oats .- Hs .. 8/6 per 320lb. 10/6 10 /- 
Wheat 8/6 per 480 Ib. 10 /6 10 /- 
PacIFIC COAST. 

Wheat and Flour 100 /- per 20 ewt. 
Barley _ el “ 120/-_,, ™ 
SoutH AFRICAN. 

Maize - 7 re 60 /- ,, - 
Maize Meal.. + a * 60/-_,, js 

East AFRICA. . 
Maize i“ = ~ - a .. O86 ,, ™ 
SUGAR. 
CUBA. 
2 ports (1 Coast only) , a 50 /- per 20 ewt. 
JAVA. 


+ ports North Coast or 2 ports North 
Coast and one South - a 





REDUCTION IN COASTING FREIGHTS. 

The Shipping Controller gives notice that as from the 7th 
April the limitation (maximum) rates in the United King- 
dom coasting trade, as set forth in the Limitation of 
Freights (Coastwise Trade) Order, 1918, will be reduced by 
2 per cent. This reduction, to which effect will be given 
by an order to be issued forthwith, is a preliminary to a 
general revision of the schedule of limitation rates in the 
coasting trade. 





NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 


Notice is herebv given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non- Ferrous Metal Industry Act. 1918, and 
No, 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 
(Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that Licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industrv Act. have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to the under-mentioned companies, firms or in- 
dividuals : — 

Beattie, James, 34. Barnes Street, Barrhead. Nr. Glasgow. 
Boor, George and Co., 21, Mincing Lane, F.C.3. 

Buck and Hickman, Utd., 2. Whitechapel Road. E.1. 

Burns and Glover, Ltd., 23, 25, and 27, Oswald Street, 

Glasgow. 

Cass, F. R.. Britannia Foundry, Croft Street, Bury. 
Deeks, W. F and Co., 8, Lawrence Pountney Hill, Cannon 

Street, E.C.4. 

Kuhara Shoii Kaisha, Ltd., The Ichijuro Sato, 60, Mark 

Lane, E.C.3 
Thornton, Jackson end Co., 24. Hackins Hev. liverpool. 
Wilson, D. B., 16, Wellington Place, South Shields. 





HOUSEHOLD COAL DELIVERIES. 


The Controller of Coal Mines has ordered that from 4th 
April until 17th April inclusive, except on the express in- 
structions of the T.ocal Fuel Overseer, not more than 10 ewt. 
of coal shall he svnplied to any private dwelline-house, and 
no delivery shal' he mode to a private dwelling-house where 
the stock is creater than 1 ton. 

The provisions of Clause 85 of the Household Fuel and 
Lighting Order, 1918, except as modified by this Order con- 
tinue in force. 








ene geen 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—-ontinued. 


ISSUES OF CAPITAL. 
An Order-in-Council, dated 28th March, has made the 
following amendments in the Defenee of the Realm Regula- 
tions affecting issues of capital: — 


1. The following regulation shall be substituted for Regula. 
tion 3OF : — 





3d0r.—‘‘ (1) It shall not be lawful, except under and in pur- 
suance of a licence granted by the Treasury— 


(2) to issue capital in the United Kingdom where the pro- 
ceeds of the issue or any part thereof are to be 
applied for capital purposes outside the United 
Kingdom, or to replace money which has been so 
applied ; or 


(b) to issue capital in the United Kingdom or to renew ur 
extend the period of maturity of any security where 
the issue renewal or extension is made by or on be- 
half of a person not ordinarily resident in the 
United Kingdom : 


Provided that the foregoing prohibition shall not apply to 
the issue of shares of an amount not exceeding £100 in all 
to the subscribers of a memorandum of association. 


(2) Every prospectus or other document offering for sub- 
scription any stock, shares or securities shall include a state- 
ment that no part of the proceeds of the issue is to be 
applied for capital purposes outside the United Kingdom 
or to replace money which has been so applied or in cases in 
which the proceeds of the issue are to be applied for capita] 
purposes outside the United Kingdom or to replace money 
which has been so applied that the necessary licence has been 
obtained from the Treasury. 


(3) For the purposes of this regulation— 
A person shall be deemed to issue capital who— 


(i) issues (whether for cash or otherwise) any 
stock, shares or securities; or 

(il) pays or receives any money on loan on the 
terms express or implied that the money is to 
be or may be applied at some future date in 
payment of any stock, shares or securities to 
be issued at whatever date to the person mak- 
ing the loan. 


The expression ‘‘securities’’? means bonds, debentures, de- 
benture stock and other marketable securities. 


(4) No person shall, except under and in pursuance of a 
licence granted by the Treasury— 


(a) buv or sell any stock, shares or other securities except 
for immediate payment, or (in cases where the pur- 
chase or sale takes place in any recognised Stock Ex- 
change), subject to the rules or regulations of such 
Exchange; or 


(b) buy or sell any stock, shares or other securities which 
have at any time since the 30th September, 1914, 
been in physical possession outside the United King- 
dom. 


(5) Notwithstanding anything in this regulation a person 
may without a licence from the Treasury issue a security 
(being a security the issue of which would otherwise be pro- 
hibited by this regulation), where the issue is solely for the 
purpose of securing an overdraft or the repayment of a debt 
contracted or to be contracted in the ordinary course of trade, 
but a person shall not transfer or accept a transfer of any 
security so issued without a licence except under and in pur- 
suance of a licence granted by the Treasury. 


(6) A licence granted under this regulation may be granted 
subject to any terms and conditions specified therein. 


7) If any person acts in contravention of this regulation, 
or if any person to whom a licence has been granted under 
this regulation subject to any terms or conditions fails to 
comply with those terms or conditions, he shall be guilty of a 
summary offence against these regulations, and where any 
capital or any prospectus or other document is issued in con- 
travention of these regulations the person by whom the same 
has been issued shall be guilty of a summary offence against 
these regulations.” 


2. Regulation 39p is hereby revoked and shall be omitted. 
3. The following sub-section shall be inserted at the end 
of Regulation 4lB:— 


‘© (6) A Secretary of State or any person authorised by 
him in that behalf may grant such licences permitting any 
transaction prohibited by this regulation as to him shall 
seem reasonable, and anv such licence may be granted 
either specially to an individual or in respect of any 
particular enemy or enemy country generally.” 


- 
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Commercial Returns. 





IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agri- 
cultural Produce imported into the United Kingdom in 


the week ended 29th 


March, 


1919, together with the 


quantities imported in the corresponding week of 1914, 
and the total quantities since Ist January. 


Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves .. 
Sheep and lambs 

Swine . 

Horses 

Fresh meat :— 

Beef (including — refrigerated 

and frozen) ..% .. - 

Mutton (including refrigerated 

and frozen) - * 

Pork (including refrigerated 

and frozen) .. - te 

Meat, unenumerated, fresh (in- 

cluding refrigerated and 
frozen).. +" i 

Salted or pressed meat :— 

Bacon 

Beef 

Hams a 

Pork - ™ - 

Meat, unenumerated, salted 

Meat, preserved, otherwise 

than by salting (including 
tinned and ecanned).. ; 

Dairy produce and substitutes :- 

Butter 

Margarine 

Cheese .. - - 

Milk, fresh, in cans or drums 
cream 
condensed. . ™ 

preserved, other kinds 


, 
Eggs 


Poultry 
(rame 


Week 


ended 


24th Mar., 


1O19. 


No 


('wts 
160,519 
53.037 


5,770 


20,716 
774,204 
2 147 
1.546 


j-" 
rid 


88.08 ] 
2 41] 


_§ | +)-) 


39, 833 


Gt. Hund. 
‘ 94, 158 

Value £ 
28,280 | 


(‘wts. 


Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) J1,320 
Lard ve - ii 10,365 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat a — 371,400 
Wheat-meal and flour 32,600 
Barley 11,000 
Oats 30,200 
Peas 17,050 
Beans - 8,600 
Maize or Indian Corn 195,900 | 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples a 61,935 
Apricots and peaches . — | 
Bunches. 
Bananas .. 93,159 | 
Cwts. 
Cherries — 
Currants .. --— 
Goose berries —— 
Grapes 43 
Lemons 2 242 
Oranges 200,037 
Pears 378 
Plums _ 
Strawberries _— 
Unenumerated 4,337 
Tons. 
Hay — 
Straw ; — 
Moss Litter 140 | 
Cwts. 
Hops - _ o be — 
Locust Beans — si 4 — 
Vegetables, raw— - Bushels. 
Onions 94 664 
Cwts. 
Potatoes .. 344 
Tomatoes 2384 © 
Value £ 
Unenumerated 8,285 | 
. Cwts. 
Vegetables, dried .. - ol 2,260 
preserved by canning..! 12,065 | 





('orr. 
week in 


Id 4. 


; — 

PHY 

| yf) 
('wts. 

210,597 

99 703 


28,482 


29 664 


86,614 
326 
1A 090 
28,482 
3 O07 


GO]? 


O5 S80 
34,198 
45,704 


239 
27,032 


243 


Gt. Hund. 


384,071 


Value £ 


12,072 

4,654 
Cwts. 

3,358] 


54,732 


1,907,100 
251,860 
192,400 
280,800 

28,250 
980 
148, 300 


2,803 | 


35 
Bunches. 


127,339 | 
| Cwts. 


390 
Bushels. 


114,928 | 


Cwts. 


13,444 | 


19,464 
Value £ 


18,955 — 


Cwts. 


1,469 | 


6,579 


Total 

Ist Jen - 
29th Mar., 

1919. 


Cw ts. 
1,741,650 
946 363 


28,500 


292 487 
hh C2 
12,573 
254,788 
1308 
1485 


to 


nV} S72 


396 o72 


512,446 
11,427 
Gt. Hund. 
1 236,439 
Value f 
156,242 
4,505 
(‘wts. 
66,133 


$70,390 


4,661,100 
? 601,400 
616,000 
,218,600 
315,980 

24,600 


ae 


4,040,100 


1,472,167 
Bunches. 
503,351 
Cwts. 
21,758 
130,339 


| 2,460,713 


6,518 

8,559 
Tons. 

4] 

538 
Cwts. 

150 

5,107 


| Bushels. 


1,780,350 
Cwts. 
1,478 


Value £ 


81,348 
Cwts. 

238,571 

123,119 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 
NOTES ON CROPS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIEs. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have received the 
tollowing information from the International Agricultura) 
institute, Rome :— 





WINTER SOWING. 
The areas ot winter sowings of the under-mentioned crops 
in 1OIS-1Y are estimated as follows :— 
Acres. 
167 ,000 
11,087,000 
1 362,000 


Wheat. 
Alsace-Lorraine 
france 
Japan 


“CRERELEEEEREEUREPTEROWYTEOCPLAReEUree.inuLewrerreryeyary | 


Rye 
Ne —— ee 130.000 
AR Se ne rer eee rate Hn Te 1,814,000 
Barley. 
IR i ek a ee ek eal 256,000 
| iidiscit cca 2,931,000 
Oats 
eee ere eT Tn Een eee a ee L 652,000 


YIELDS IN 1918—WhHueat. 

The production of wheat in Germany, Denmark, Spain, 
Miance, the United Kingdom, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway. 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, the United 
States, India, Japan, Egypt, Morocco, and Tunis, for 19]8 
is estimated at 1,265,199,000 ewt., or 23-1 per cent. above the 
L917 production, and 3-1 per cent. above the average produ. 
tion of the five years 1912-16. 

RYE. 

The production of rye in Germany, Denmark, Spain, 
Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Netherlands, Sweden. 
Switzerland, Canada, and the United States, is estimated at 
245,100,000 cwt., or 21-3 per cent. above 1917 yield, and &5 
per cent, below the average of the five years 1912-16. 


BARLEY. 

The production of barley in Germany, Denmark, Spain, 
the United Kingdom, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Nether. 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, the United States, 
Japan, Egypt, Morocco, and Tunis, is given as 330,429,000 
ewt., or 13:2 per cent. above the 1917 crop, and 5:6 fer 
cent. above the average of the years 1912-16. 


OATs. 


In Germany, Denmark, Spain, the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Luxemburg, Norway, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland. 
Canada, ihe United States, Japan, Morocco, and Tunis, the 
estimated production of oats is given as 822,368,000 cwt., 
or 4-7 per cent. above the 1917 crop, and 5-5 per cent. above 
the average vield of the years 1912-16. 

MAIZE. 

The production of maize in Spain, Italy, Switzerland, 

Canada, the United States, Japan, and Morocco, is estimated 


at 1,344,157,000 cwt., or 15°6 per cent. below the yield in 
1917, and 7-4 per cent. below the average of the years 1912-16. 


RIce. 


In Spain, Italy, the United States, India and Japan, the 
production of rice is estimated at 973,855,000 ewt., or 27:3 
per cent. below the 1917 yield, and 16:4 per cent. below the 
average of the years 1912-16. 


LINSEED. 


The linseed production in Italy, Netherlands, Canada, the 
United States, India, Morocco, and Tunis is estimated at 
21,877,000 ewt., or 18-1 per cent, above 1917 yield, and 162 
per cent. below for the average 1912-16. 


POTATOES. 


The potato production in Germany, France, the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Netherlands, Sweden, 
Canada, the United States and Japan, is estimated at 
1,335,750,000 ewt., or 10:9 per cent. below the 1917 crop, 
and 18-1 per cent. below the average of the five years 1912-16. 


Sucar Beer. 


The production of sugar beet in Germany, Netherlands, 
Sweden, Canada, and the United States is given as 
340,383,000 ewt., or 12°3 per cent. below the yield in 191i, 
and 16°8 per cent. below the average for the years 1912-16. 


GINNED CoTTON. 


The production of ginned cotton in the United States and 
India is estimated at 65,343,000 ewt., or 0-9 per cent. above 
1917, and 12:3 per cent. below average production of the 
vears 1912-16. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS— —continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 13 weeks ended 27th March, 1919 :— 





Week 13 Weeks Week 13 Weeks 

t ended ended ended ended 
27th Mar. 27th Mar.) 27th Mar. 27th Mar. 

1919. 1919. 1919, 1919, 

¥ IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American 26,680 612,682 ) 206 

Brazilian 1,209 4,777 ae . sation 
Fast Indian .. . — 25,379 50 700 
Egyptian 9 263 144,215 | 8,099 S499 
Viscellaneous - 1,013* 29, 1097 — 119 
Total 38,165 886,462 8,154 | 9,480 


‘Including 403 bales British West Indian and 216 bales 
British West African. 

‘Including 3.570 bales British West Indian, 556 bales 
British West African, 1,199 bales British East African, and 
1215 bales Foreign East African. 


NOTICE. 


The price of the “Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (63d. 
post free.) Annual subscription (post free) 27s. Gd. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. | = 

The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
SW.1. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to “The Editor.” 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and_ sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.¢.2, or branches (see Cover) 
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COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Colonial and 
Foreign official and unofficial Periodicals and Articles on 
Trade subjects, recently received and filed for reference at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), which are available for inspection at the Offices of 
the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2: — 

COLONIAL. 
india—- 
“indian Textile Journal,” Vol. XXIX. No. 340. 
“Wholesale and Retail (Fortnightly) Prices.’’ Return showing the 
Wholesale and Retail Prices of Cereals, Pulses, Oilseeds, Sugar 
(Raw), Salt, ete., in India by Districts, for the fortnight ending 
loth December, 191s. 
“Wheat Prices in India.”’ Return showing the Wholesale and Retail 
Prices of Wheat in India, from the second half of July, 1914, to 


January, 1919, 


the tirst half of December, 1918. 
Canada— 
“Canada Lumberman and Woodworker.”’ Vol. 39. No. 5. Ist Mareh 
1919 ) 


“Creosote Treatment of Jack Pine and Eastern Hemlock for Cross-ties.”’ 
Bulletin No. 67, published by the Forestry Branch of the Dept. of 
the Interior. , 
“The Labour Gazette.”” Vol. XVIII. No. wW. 
South Africa. 
‘South African 
1918. 
British West Africa. 
Report of the West African Curreney 
1918. 
British West Indies— 
Report of the Dept. of Agriculture 
ended Slst December, 1917. 
Cyprus. 
* Cyprus Agricultural Journal.’ Voi. XV. No. 5. 
Esgvpt. 
** Journal Officiel.”” Vol. 46. 
Federated Malay States. 
‘eport for 1917 on the Federated Malay States. 
Report for 1917 on the State of Brunei. 
Malay States. 
Reports for 1917 on the Unfederated Malay States under British Pro- 


December, 1918. 


Journal of Industries... Vol. 1. No. 15. November, 


Board for Year ended 30th June, 
. Trinidad and Tobago for the year 


January, 1919. 
No. 22. loth March, 1919 


(Cmd. 26). 
(Cmd,. 28). Price 2d. 


Price 6d. 


tection. Cmd. 27. Price Is. net. 

FOREIGN. 
China— 

“Piece Goods Manual.’ Issued by the Chinese Maritime Customs. 
France. 


“Journal des Transports.” Vol. XLII. No. 8. 
France (Morocco). 

‘** Bulletin Officiel.”” Vol. VIIT. No. 38% 
France (Indo-China). 

“ L’Eveil Economique de l'Indochine. Vo\ Ill No &3 2th January 

“ L’Eveli Economique de l’Indochine.”’ Vol. II]. No. 84 1th January. 

“ L’Eveil Economique de l'Indochine.”’ Vol. III. No. 86. 2nd February. 


22nd February, 1919. 


BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British 
Trade : — 

Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for _the 

Argentine Republic, Calle Reconquista, 46, Buenos Aires. 

(Agent in London—Mr. J. Ballantyne, River Plate 
House, 13, South Place, I¢.C. 2.) 


Belgium. —-British Chamber of Commerce in_ Belgium 


(Incorp.). During the war the address will be: c/o 
London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, 
B.C. 4. 


Brazil. —British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo, 20 Rua 
15 de Novembro, Sao Paulo. 
Branch—265 Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 
Chile. —British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 
Chile. Valparaiso. 
China.— : 
Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The 
Bund, Shanghai. 
Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 
Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 
Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 
Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 
Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 
Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. . 
Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 7 
Newchang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchang. 
Peking British Chamber of 
Chambers, Peking. 
Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. . 
Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 
Egypt. —British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
’Aneienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Qairo. . 
(Agents in Suez and London—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad Street, 
E.C. 2.). 
France.— British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris, [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 


British 


Culty 


Commerce, 


British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena. 
Nice. 

Italy. —British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms fer 
British goods). 

Branches— 
235, Via Sicilia, Rome. 
a ~ Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
cali d’Azeglio, 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 

Morocco.— British Chamber of Commerce for Morocee, 
Tangier. 

Persia.— British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 

Persian Gulf.— Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, o/e 
Eastern Bank, Basrah. 

Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4, 
Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. 

Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporte. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.—Branch of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Turkey and the Balkan States. Temporary address— 
c/o the London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 

Russia.— Russo-British Chamber of Commerce, 4, Gorocho- 
vaia, Petrograd. 


Branch—Kondratenko St., No. 17—19, Odessa. 
Agency in Kiev. 
Spain.— British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 
de Cataluna, Barcelona. 
Branch—Avenida Conde Penalver (Gran Via), 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia and 
Canary Islands.) 
Tunis.— British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35 
Tunis. 
Uruguay.— British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon 506, Montevideo. 
N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be inspeoted at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 
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H.M. Trade C 
At HeapquaRTERS— : 


Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 
CanaDA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Canada, 367, Beaver Hall Square, 
Montreal (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘*Toroncom’’). 

Winnipeg.—Mr. L. B. Beale, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
c/o W. J. Healy, Esq., Free Press Building, Winnipeg. 

NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada, 367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, Flinders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—Major G. Fetherston, D.S.0., M.C., H.M. Trade 
Comr., Roval Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
““Combritto’’). 





—————___ 


ommissioners. 


New ZEALAND— 

Wellington.—Mr, R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commi, 
sioner, P.O. Box 3¢9, Wellington (Telegraphic addreg 
‘‘Advantage’’). : 

_ (At present on an official visit to the United Kingdom.) 
SoutH Arrica— 

Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Senior Trade 
ora in South Africa, P.O. Box 839, Johannes. 

urg. 

Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs. 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). : 

INDIA AND CEYLON— 

Caleutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, McLeod House, 28, Dalhousie Square 
Calcutta (Telegraphic address, ‘*Ainscough’’), 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS— 

Singanore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen (at present stationed 
at Headquarters). 

British West INDIES AND British Honpvuras— 

Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
The Red Honse. Port of Spain, Trinidad (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Trinco’’). 














Imperial Trade 


Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shallcross, c/o Messrs, Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Lid., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, Prince 
William Street, St. John. 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. . 
Ontario.—H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner—see list above, 

Toronto. 

Quebec.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 

Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 


NEWFOUNDLAND— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, Montreal. 
Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


AUSTRALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commussioner—see list 
above. Svdney. 

Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Buildings, 
Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 

Victoria.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Me!bourne. 

Western Australia.—(Vacant.) 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—Mr. A. J. Denniston, P.O. Box 47, Auckland. 


Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 


Wellington.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Wellington. 





SovutH AFRICcCA— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. S. Neave, M.B.E., Library Buildings, Main 
Street, Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 


—see list above, Johannesburg. 
Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 





Correspondents. 


; Honorary Trade Correspondents.t 
SoutH AFRICA— 
Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 
West Arrica— 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province. 
Gambia.—The Receiver General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
East Arrica— 
British East Africa and Uganda.—-The Chief of Customs, 
Mombasa. 
German Kast Africa.—Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller 
ot Customs, Dar-es-Salaam. 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin- 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. | 
East Inv1iEs— 
British North Borneo.—The Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malav States.-—The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
Straits Settlements.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Singapore. 
West [NpIEsS— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat, 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.--The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Trinidad.—H.M. Trade . Commissioner—see list above, 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Bermupna.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
Britiso Guiana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 
British Honpvuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belsize. 
Cyprus.—-The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 
FatkLANp Is1ianps —The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 
list Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 
GIBRALTAR.—The Colrer ial Secretary. 
Marta.—The Collecuor of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivs.—the Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands. 
SEYCHELLES.—The Clerk to the Governor. 
ZANz1BARk.—The Chief Secretary to the Government. 





tDesignated to act in an honorary capacity by the 
Governor of the Colony, Possession, or Protectorate in which 
the correspondents reside. 











